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REPORT. 


Harrisburg,  December  1,  1 8^  1. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  W.  Geary, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir: — The  law  of  1867  relating  to  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the 
destitute  orphans  of  deceased,  soldiers  and  sailors,  provides  that  the  “ Su- 
perintendent shall,  not  later  than  the  1st  day  of  December,  1867,  and  an- 
nually thereafter,  make  a detailed  report  to  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, of  all  soldiers’  orphans  under  his  charge ; their  condition  and  pro- 
gress ; the  number  of  each  respective  age  from  four  to  sixteen  years,  and 
such  other  information  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  together  with  the  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  disbursements,  by  item,  and  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year.”  In  compliance  with  this  provision  of  law,  I respectfully  beg  leave 


to  present  the  following  report : 

COMPREHENSIVE  SUMMARY. 

Number  of  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans,  39 

Number  of  orphans  in  schools  and  homes,  May  31,  1871 . . 3,  607 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  May  31,  1871,  418 

Number  of  discharges  since  May  31,  1871  150 

Number  of  orphans  in  charge  of  the  State,  Nov.  1,  1871  . . 3,  660 

Number  of  orders  of  admission  issued  since  system  went 

into  operation 6,  907 

Number  of  orphans  admitted  since  system  went  into  ope- 
ration   5, 979 

Number  of  applications  (chidren  under  eight  years  of  age) 

now  on  file 107 

Probable  number  of  orphans  that  will  be  cared  for  under 

the  system 6,500 

Cost  of  the  system  for  the  past  year,  about $500,000  00 

Whole  cost  of  system  since  going  into  operation.  2,  992,  298  34 

Probable  amount  of  future  appropriations  that  will  be 

needed 2,000,000  00 
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When  the  whole  work  shall  have  been  finished,  it  will  show  that  about 
0,500  destitute  soldiers’  orphans  have  been  maintained  and  instructed,  at  a 
cost  to  the  State  of  about  $5,000,000. 

HISTORY  OF  TIIE  TRUST. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  leading  facts  connected  with  the  origin  and 
growth  of  our  system  of  soldiers’  orphan  schools  should  be  placed  on  re- 
cord. The  adoption  of  this  system  is  destined  to  mark  a proud  event  in 
the  history  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  it  is  due  to  the  men  who  conceived 
the  idea  of  such  a system,  who  were  instrumental  in  securing  its  adoption, 
who  put  it  into  operation  and  supervised  its  working,  that  the  several  parts 
they  performed  should  at  least  be  set  down  to  their  credit.  This  task  I 
propose  very  briefly  to  perform. 

In  the  message  of  Governor  Curtin,  dated  January  I,  1863,  may  be  found 
the  following  paragraph:  “In  July  last,  I received,  at  Pittsburg,  by  tele- 
graph, an  offer  from  the  Pennsydvania  railroad  company,  of  a donation  of 
$50,000  to  assist  in  paying  bounties  to  volunteers.  I declined  this  offer,  be- 
cause I had  no  authority  to  accept  it  on  behalf  of  the  public,  and  was  un- 
willing to  undertake  the  disbursement  of  the  fund  in  my  private  capacity. 
I have  since  received  a letter  on  the  subject  from  the  company,  suggesting 
other  modes  of  disposing  of  the  money,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this 
message.”  The  most  diligent  search  has  been  made,  among  the  records  of 
the  two  Houses  and  in  the  archives  of  the  State  department,  for  a copy  of 
the  letter  above  alluded  to  by  the  Governor,  “suggesting,”  as  is  stated, 
“other  modes  of  disposing  of  the  money,”  but  without  success.  Neither 
does  the  company  itself  seem  to  have  preserved  a copy  of  it.  If  among  the 
modes  of  disposing  of  the  $50,000  suggested,  was  that  of  applying  it  to 
educate  and  maintain  the  destitute  orphans  of  soldiers,  as  the  language  of 
the  law  first  enacted  concerning  the  matter  would  seem  to  imply,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Vailroad  company  must  have  the  honor  of  not  only  giving  the  first 
money  that  was  used  in  the  establishment  of  soldiers’  orphan  schools,  but, 
also,  of  practically  originating  the  idea  which  led  to  their  establishment, 
thus  refuting  the  doctrine  that  “corporations  have  no  souls.”  This  matter, 
however,  must,  for  the  present,  at  least,  remain  in  the  dark. 

Some  light  may  be  thrown  upon  the  origin  of  our  soldiers’  orphan  schools, 
by  the  fact  that  the  Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Children,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  perhaps  other  similar  institutions  in  the  State,  opened 
their  doors,  at  once,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  to  the  children  of 
the  brave  men  who  went  forth  in  defence  of  their  imperiled  country,  and 
took  care  of  them  at  their  own  expense.  At  the  Northern  Home  between 
one  and  two  hundred  were  kept  in  this  way,  and  many  of  them,  upon  the 
death  of  their  fathers,  remained  permanently  in  the  institution,  a charge 
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upon  the  benevolence  that  supported  it,  until  able  to  provide  for  themselves. 

- When  Dr.  Burrowes  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans, 
he  found  about  one  hundred  of  this  class  of  orphans  in  the  Northern  Home. 
Gov.  Curtin  was  fully  advised  of  these  circumstances,  and  it  is  quite  likely 
they  may  have  had  something  to  do  in  shaping  the  plan  he  finally  adopted  of 
jdacing  the  orphan  children  in  “existing”  institutions  instead  of  establishing 
new  ones  for  them. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  either  self-originated  or  suggested  by  some  per- 
son or  some  circumstance,  the  idea  that  the  State  ought  to  maintain  and 
educate  the  destitute  children  orphaned  by  the  war,  took  definite  shape  in 
the  mind  of  Gov.  Curtin  sometime  between  the  date  of  his  message  of  1863, 
in  which  he  recommends  that  the  donation  from  the  railroad  company  “be 
applied  towards  the  erection  of  an  asylum  for  our  disabled  soldiers,”  and 
the  date  of  that  of  1864,  in  which  this  idea  is  not  only  presented,  but  there 
is  laid  down  the  outlines  of  a plan  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  Here  are  his 
words : “I  commend  to  the  prompt  attention  of  the  Legislature  the  subject 
of  the  relief  of  poor  orphans  of  our  soldiers  who  have  given,  or  shall  give, 
their  lives  to  the  country  during  this  crisis.  In  my  opinion  their  mainte- 
nance and  education  should  be  provided  for  by  the  State.  Failing  other 
natural  friends  of  ability  to  provide  for  them,  they  should  be  honorably  re- 
ceived and  fostered  as  children  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  fifty  thousand 
dollars  heretofore  given  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company,  referred  to 
in  my  last  annual  message,  is  still  unappropriated,  and  I recommend  that 
this  sum,  with  such  other  means  as  the  Legislature  may  think  fit,  be  applied 
to  this  end,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  thought  most  expedient  and  effective. 
In  anticipation  of  the  adoption  of  a more  perfect  system,  I recommend 
that  provision  be  made  for  securing  the  admission  of  such  children  into  ex- 
isting educational  establishments,  to  be  there  clothed,  nurtured  and  in- 
structed at  the  public  expense.  I make  this  recommendation  earnestly, 
feeling  assured  that  in  doing  so  I represent  the  wishes  of  the  patriotic,  the 
benevolent  and  the  good  of  the  State.”  This  extract  contains  the  germ  of 
our  whole  system  of  orphan  schools,  and  to  Andrew  G.  Curtin  belongs  the 
high  honor  of  being  its  father.  It  is  said  that  he  had  promised  the  fathers, 
when  leaving  their  homes  and  little  ones  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field, 
that  he  would  look  after  their  children  should  they  never  return.  If  so,  he 
redeemed  his  promise. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  message  above  alluded  to,  the  under- 
signed, then  principal  of  the  State  Normal  school  at  Millersville,  Lancaster 
county,  was  sent  for  by  the  Governor,  and  requested  to  prepare  a bill  to  be  laid 
before  the  Legislature,  embodying  the  provisions  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  measure  proposed  in  the  message  concerning  the  orphan  children  of 
soldiers.  This  request  was  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  the  bill  thus  pre- 
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pared  was  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  a few  friends,  approved  by  them 
and  duly  read  in  place  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  reported  fa- 
vorably bjr  the  Committee  on  Education.  An  editorial  in  the  Pennsylvania 
School  Journal  for  May,  1864,  thus  speaks  of  the  pending  bill : “A  bill  was 
also  on  file  in  the  House,  having  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation, providing  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  children  of 
soldiers  from  this  State  who  have  been  killed  or  died  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  existing  war,  and  who  have  left  their  families  in 
limited  circumstances.  Of  these  the  number  is  now  not  less  than  5,000. 
The  proposed  law  is  a good  one,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  will  pass  this 
session/’ 

This  bill  was  not  acted  on  for  want  of  time,  but  a short  act,  published 
in  full  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  was  passed,  authorizing  the  Governor 
to  accept  the  donation  of  the  railroad  company,  and  to  use  it,  at  his  discre- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  educating  and  maintaining  the  destitute  orphan 
children  of  soldiers  and  sailors.  In  order  to  carry  this  act  into  effect,  the 
Governor,  on  the  lGtli  of  June,  1864,  duly  commissioned  Hon.  Thomas  H. 
Burrowes,  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans.  The  following  is  the  letter 
of  the  Governor  accompanying  the  commission  : 

Executive  Chamber,  ) 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  June  16,  1864.) 

Dear  Sir  : — The  Legislature  having  conferred  on  me  authority  to  expend 
the  sum  of  $50,000,  given  by  the  Pennsjdvania  railroad  company,  on  the 
education  and  maintenance  of  the  orphans  of  deceased  Pennsylvania  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  your  known  patriotism,  integrity  and  ability  have  led  me 
to  select  you  to  superintend  such  expenditure.  I send  herewith  a commis- 
sion, appointing  you  to  that  office,  and  should  be  obliged  by  your  preparing 
a plan  for  carrying  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature. 

Tour  compensation  will  be  six  dollars  a day,  aDd  necessary  traveling 
expenses.  You  will  also  be  allowed  a clerk  at  the  rate  of  not  more  than 
$100  a month. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Hon.  T.  H.  Burrowes. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Governor  asks  Dr.  Burrowes  to  prepare  “a 
plan  for  carrying  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature.”  The  plan 
as  accepted  by  the  Governor  is  given  in  full  in  the  appendix  to  this  report, 
and  is  in  substantial  accordance,  as  can  be  seen  by  comparing  the  two,  with 
the  laws  now  in  force. 

No  copy  of  the  original  bill  lost  in  the  House  of  Representatives  remains, 
but  it  was,  while  differing  with  it  in  form,  the  same  in  substance  as  Dr.  Bur- 
rowes’s  plan.  Indeed,  the  Governor  requested  Dr.  Burrowes  to  frame  it  after 
this  model,  and  that  he  did  so  rests  upon  his  own  testimony  found  in  aa 
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editorial  in  the  School  Journal  for  July,  1864.  The  editor  says : “It  was 
stated  last  month  that  this  whole  project,”  the  orphan  school  bill,  “ had 
failed  to  meet  the  favor  of  the  Legislature.  We  are  glad  to  be  enabled, 
now,  to  say  that  we  were  then  misinformed.  It  was  only  the  bill  to  specify 
and  mature  the  details  of  the  plan,  which,  for  want  of  time,  was  not  then 
acted  on,  but  the  short  act  now  published  under  the  proper  head,  was  passed 
in  its  stead,  giving  all  necessary  power  t#  effect  the  object.  The  bill  that 
was  thus  lost  had  been  carefully  prepared  by  Professor  Wickersham,  prin- 
cipal of  the  State  Normal  school  of  the  Second  district,  whose  knowledge 
and  experience  in  school  organization  will  not  be  questioned ; and  its  main 
features  have  been  adhered  to  in  the  plan  now  adopted .” 

Dr.  Burrowes,  soon  after  receiving  his  commission,  opened  an  office  in 
Lancaster,  appointed  Professor  James  Thompson,  of  Pittsburg,  clerk,  com- 
menced organizing  the  system,  a work  for  which  his  peculiar  abilities  so  well 
fitted  him.  His  first  months  were  spent  in  preparing  forms  of  various 
kinds,  selecting  citizens  in  the  different  counties  well  known  for  their  pa- 
triotism and  public  spirit  to  act  as  superintending  committees,  seeking  in- 
stitutions of  the  desired  kind  willing  to  receive  soldiers’  orphans,  and  car- 
rying on  a large  explanatory  correspondence.  In  October,  1864,  he  writes, 
“A  number  of  schools  have  already  been  selected  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  sufficient,  perhaps,  to  accommodate  those  who  may  apply  during  the 
present  and  coming  month,”  but  it  was  not  until  some  time  after  that  date 
that  satisfactory  contracts  were  made  with  the  proprietors  and  schools 
opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils.  In  February,  1865,  he  published  a 
list  of  six  schools  and  five  homes  with  which  such  contracts  had  been  made, 
and  stated  that  to  these  there  had  been  sent  276  orphans. 

The  task  of  finding  suitable  institutions  willing  to  receive  soldiers’  or- 
phans, under  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  matter,  was  one  of  extreme 
difficulty  ; and  a man  less  hopeful  than  Dr.  Burrowes,  one  with  more  calcu- 
lation and  less  faith,  would  not  have  succeeded  in  accomplishing  it.  He  had 
but  $50,000  at  command,  several  of  the  Normal  schools  declined  his  request 
to  erect  additional  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  such  orphans  as  he 
might  send  to  them,  the  prices  asked  for  taking  care  of  the  orphans  by  a 
number  of  boarding  schools  to  wThich  he  applied  were  higher  than  he  could 
pay,  and,  worse  than  all,  there  was  a general  want  of  confidence  in  the  per*- 
manency  of  the  enterprise.  Still,  full  of  faith  and  zeal,  the  Superintendent 
labored  on  in  his  good  work,  and,  at  last,  had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing 
the  obstacles  that  at  first  stood  in  the  way  of  his  plans  in  great  measure 
overcome.  The  first  report  of  the  Superintendent,  dated  December  31, 
1864,  gives  a history  of  what  had  been  done,  and  lays  a broad  basis  for  the 
superstructure,  which  none  but  a prophetic  eye  could  have  seen  at  that  time 
would  be  erected  upon  it. 
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The  Legislature  of  1865  passed  an  act,  the  second  of  the  series  of  or- 
phan school  acts,  (see  appendix,)  approved  March  23,  ‘‘establishing  the 
right  principle  that  the  destitute  orphans  of  our  brave  soldiers  are  to  be 
the  children  of  the  State,”  and  appropriating  $75,000  to  carry  on  the  work 
for  the  year.  Although  this  measure  finally  passed  both  Houses  unani- 
mously, it  met  in  its  progress  some  very  strong  opposition,  and  Dr.  Bur- 
rowes  says,  “it  owes  its  origination  entirely  to  the  wise  forethought  and 
untiring  exertions  of  Gov.  Curtin.”  In  speaking  of  the  members  who  fa- 
Arored  it,  he  thanks  many,  but  names  but  one,  Hon.  Wilmer  Worthington, 
Senator  from  Chester.  “He  it  was,”  so  reads  an  editorial  in  the  School 
Journal , “who  took  up  the  question  on  its  merits  when  it  reached  the  Sen- 
ate in  a shape  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  nothing  but  entire  misunder- 
standing of  the  object  in  view  could  have  given  it,  and  at  once  set  himself 
to  disabuse  the  Legislature  and  disseminate  truer  and  nobler  views.  To 
his  intelligent  course,  clear  explanations  and  persistent  advocac}',  it  is  that 
the  final  passage  of  the  amended  bill,  now  a law,  is  mainly  due.  To  his 
efforts,  therefore,  next  to  Gov.  Curtin,  so  many  widows  will  owe  relief  from 
the  burthens  thus  assumed  by  the  State,  and  so  many  orphans  the  means 
of  rendering  themselves  worthy  by  proper  training  and  education  of  the 
noble  names  they  bear.” 

The  Superintendent  felt  himself  so  much  strengthened  by  the  act  thus 
secured,  that  he  declares  that  the  plan  for  the  education  of  the  orphan  chil- 
dren, heretofore  going  so  slowly  into  operation  for  want  of  certainty  as  to  its 
continuance,  “shall  now  proceed  with  all  despatch  consistent  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  and  the  many  yet  untried  details  of  the  enterprise.” 

In  order  to  show  how  the  work  of  organization  proceeded,  I copy  the 
following  statistics,  which  were  compiled  November  30,  1865  : 


“Allowed  applications  received  for  admission  to  the  schools 1, 846 

Disallowed  applications  received 67 

Orders  issued  for  admission  to  the  schools 1, 582 

Actual  admissions  to  the  schools  reported 1,  262 

Orphans  discharged  on  application  of  relatives 16.” 


I give  also  the  following  list  of  the  institutions  receiving  soldiers’  or- 
phans, November  30,  1865,  together  with  the  dates  at  which  they  were 
opened,  officially,  for  the  purpose.  This  list  is  given  in  this  way  in  order 
that  the  pioneers  in  this  noble  work  may  have  accorded  to  them  full  credit. 
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Institution. 


County. 


M’Alisterville 

Northern  Home 

Children’s  Home 

Paradise 

Mount  Joy 

Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  Home  of  thePriendiess... 
Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  Soldiers’  Orphan  Home... 

Orangeville 

Bridesburg  Home 

Quakertotvn 

Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum 

North  Sewickley 

Emails  Orphan  House  

Loysville 

Children’s  Home 

Germantown  Home 

St.  John's  Orphan  Asylum  

Catholic  Home 

St.  Vincent’s  Home 

Orphan  Asylum 

Church  Home 

Harford 

Cassville 


Juniata 

Philadelphia  

Lancaster 

Lancaster 

Lancaster 

Allegheny 

Allegheny 

Columbia 

Philadelphia 

Bucks 

Allegheny 

Beaver 

Dauphin 

Perry.. 

York 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Lancaster 

Allegheny  

Susquehanna .... 
Huntingdon 


When 

opened. 


Nov.  5,  1864. 
Nov.  25,  1864. 
Dec.  5,  1S64. 
Dec.  6,  1864. 
Dec.  20,  1864. 
Jan.  1,  1865. 
Jan.  1,  1865. 
Jan.  3,  1865. 
Jan.  9,  1865. 
Jan.  18,  1865. 
Jan.  25,  1865. 
April  27,  1865. 
May  6,  1865. 
May  8,  1865. 
Mav  18,  1865. 
May  31,  1865. 
July  15,  1865. 
July  15,  1865. 
Aug.  3,  1845. 
Sept.  9,  1865. 
Sept.  25,  1865. 
Nov.  6,  1865. 
Nov.  6,  1865. 


The  Superintendent  in  his  second  report,  dated  December  1,  1865,  gives 
the  expenses  for  the  year  at  $103,811  G7.  But  that  even  he  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  magnitude  of  the  system  he  was  building  up,  appears  from  the 
following  paragraph : “ Inquiry  may  be  made  as  to  the  duration  of  the 
sj’stem.  It  is  probable  that  the  maximum  number  of  orphans  to  be  main- 
tained and  educated  will  be  reached  in  1866,  and  that  it  will  remain  sta- 
tionary during  1861  and  1868,  as  the  number  of  discharges  in  each  of  these 
three  3’ears  will  probably  be  about  equal  to  the  number  of  the  more  juvenile 
class  who  will  then  attain  the  age  of  four  and  be  admitted.  In  1869  the 
number  will  begin  to  decrease  and  will  rapidly  fall  off,  by  the  arrival  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  and  by  binding  out,  till  1884,  when  the  schools  will  close  for 
want  of  inmates.  It  may  be  added  that  taking  $300,000  as  the  maximum 
cost,  the  average  annual  expense  will  be  $150,000.” 

In  his  annual  message  for  1866,  the  Governor  thus  aptly  and  eloquent^" 
refers  to  the  orphan  schools  : “ I have  heretofore  commended  this  charit3T 
to  3Tou,  and  I deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  another  word  in  asking  a con- 
tinuation of  an  appropriation  which  is  to  provide  for  and  educate  the  best 
blood  of  the  State,  and  support  the  living  legacies  which  have  been  be- 
queathed us  by  the  men  who  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  country.  When 
we  remember  that  every  sort  of  public  and  private  pledge  that  the  eloquence 
of  man  could  devise  or  utter,  was  given  to  our  soldiers  as  they  went  forward, 
that  if  they  fell,  their  orphans  should  become  the  children  of  the  State,  I 
cannot  for  an  instant  suppose  that  you  will  hesitate  to  continue  an  appro- 
priation which  is  to  bless  their  little  ones,  providing  comfortable  homes,  in- 
stead of  leaving  them  in  want  and  destitution,  many  of  them  to  fall  victims 
to  vice  and  crime.” 
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The  most  important  events  in  the  third  orphan  school  year  were  the  visit 
to  Harrisburg  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  some  three  or  four 
hundred  orphans,  their  exercises  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the 
speeches  of  the  Governor,  the  Superintendent  and  other  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen ; the  appropriation  of  $300,000  by  the  Legislature  for  the  support 
of  the  schools  for  the  year  I860;  the  presence  of  1,157  orphans,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  at  Philadelphia,  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the 
return  of  the  battle  flags  of  Pennsylvania  regiments  to  the  State  authorities, 
an  exhibition  which  attracted  almost  as  much  attention  as  the  return  of  the 
flags  themselves  ; the  opening  of  several  new  schools,  one  of  them  for  the 
orphans  of  colored  soldiers,  and  the  gradual  consolidation  and  improvement 
of  the  whole  system.  Good  will  to  the  system  was  shown  in  a substantial 
manner  by  the  several  railroad  companies  in  giving  the  orphans  transpor- 
tation on  their  excursions  without  charge,  and  by  the  citizens  of  Harris- 
burg, Philadelphia  and  other  places  in  providing  for  them  gratuitous  en- 
tertainment. 

It  was  during  this  year  that  Amos  Rowe,  Esq.,  was  appointed  exam- 
iner, and  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Bear  inspector  of  soldiers’  orphan  schools,  both 
gentlemen  well  qualified  for  the  positions  ; and,  with  this  increased  force, 
the  visitation  and  inspection  of  schools  were  more  carefully  attended  to 
than  had  previously  been  practicable. 

The  third  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  shows  that  thei'e  were  on 
the  rolls  of  the  thirty-six  schools  and  homes,  on  the  first  of  December,  18G6, 
2,681  children,  and  that  the  system  had  cost  for  the  3rear  $309,149  26.  The 
amount  thought  necessary  for  the  coming  year  was  $500,000.  The  condL 
tion  of  the  schools  was  referred  to  as  reasonably  good  and  improving. 

The  law  of  1867,  relating  to  orphan  schools,  was  prepared  mainly  by  Col. 
George  F.  M’Farland,  then  a clerk  in  the  Department  of  Common  Schools. 
It  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  report.  This  law  did  not  materi- 
ally change  the  system  then  in  operation,  but  it  put  in  the  shape  of  law- 
much  that  had  before  simply  existed  as  a loose  plan,  and  added  some  valu- 
able, practical  features.  The  Legislature  appropriated  $350,000.  Dr.  Bur- 
rowcs’s  term  of  office  expiring,  Gov.  John  W.  Geary,  who  now  occupied 
the  gubernatorial  chair,  appointed  Col.  M’Farland  his  successor  as  Super- 
intendent of  Orphan  Schools,  and,  his  nomination  being  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  he  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  on  the  first 
of  May,  1867. 

The  administration  of  Col.  M’Farland  lasted  from  May  1,  1867,  to  June 
1,  1871, — four  years  and  one  month.  During  this  time  he  established  sev- 
eral new  schools  and  dispensed  with  some  old  ones,  but,  beyond  this,  he  had 
little  to  do  in  the  way  of  organization.  This  difficult  work  had  been  per- 
formed by  his  predecessor,  so  that  he  was  able  to  direct  his  whole  attention 
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at  once  to  the  discipline  and  management  of  the  schools ; and  it  will  be  ac- 
knowledged' by  all  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing,  that  in  his 
hands  great  improvement  was  made  in  these  respects.  From  my  own  per- 
sonal observation,  I am  free  to  say  that  he  found  some  of  the  schools  in  very 
bad  condition,  and  that  he  left  them,  not  by  any  means  perfect,  but  much  im- 
proved. His  administration,  however,  is  so  recent,  the  events  that  charac- 
terized so  fresh  in  the  minds  of  all  concerned,  that  it  is  deemed  unneces- 
sary to  give,  in  this  place,  anything  further  of  its  history,  than  to  state  that 
the  number  of  children  in  school  at  the  close  of  the  respective  years  was, 
for  1861,  3,180;  for  1868,  3,431;  for  1869,  3,631  ; and  for  1870,  3,529. 

Col.  M’Farland  was  efficiently  assisted  during  the  whole  of  his  adminis- 
tration by  Rev.  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hutter,  as  inspectors  of  sol- 
diers’ orphan  schools.  And  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  Gov.  Geary,  by  his 
advice  to  the  officers  of  the  Orphan  School  Department,  his  efforts  to  se- 
cure full  appropriations  for  the  system  and  his  frequent  personal  visitations 
and  inspections  of  the  schools  and  homes  themselves,  has  proven  himself  a 
warm  friend  of  the  children  the  Commonwealth  has  adopted  as  her  own. 
The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  his  annual  messages: 

‘ No  calculation  can  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  benefits  and  blessings  that 
are  constantly  flowing  from  these  institutions.  Thousands  of  orphan  chil- 
dren are  enjoying  their  parental  care,  moral  culture  and  educational  train- 
ing, who  otherwise  would  have  suffered  poverty  and  want,  and  been  left  to 
grow  up  in  idleness  and  neglect.  Many  a widow’s  heart  has  been  gladdened 
by  the  protection,  comfort  and  religious  solicitude  extended  to  her  father- 
less offspring,  and  thousands  are  the  prayers  devoutly  uttered  for  those  who 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  them  in  the  time  of  their  affliction.  In  making 
the  generous  disposition  it  has  done  for  these  destitute  and  helpless  or- 
phans, the  Legislature  deserves  and  receives  the  heartiest  thanks  of  every 
good  citizen,  all  of  whom  will  cordially  approve  a continuance  of  that  be- 
neficence. In  shielding,  protecting  and  educating  the  children  of  our  dead 
soldiers,  the  Legislature  is  nobly  performing  its  duty.  These  children  are 
not  mere  objects  of  charity  or  pensioners  upon  our  bounty,  but  the  wards 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  have  just  claims,  earned  by  the  blood  of  their 
fathers,  upon  its  support  and  guardianship,  which  can  only  be  withheld  at 
the  sacrifice  of  philanthropy,  honor,  patriotism,  State  pride  and  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity. — Message  of  1868. 

The  children  who  are  the  recipients  of  their  benefits  are  the  offspring  of 
brave  men,  who  voluntarily  endangered  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  their 
country  in  the  most  trying  hour  of  its  existence,  and  who,  glowing  with 
patriotic  ardor,  fought  as  bravely  and  heroically  as  the  noblest  men  in  the 
world’s  history.  Thousands  of  them  who  left  their  homes  in  the  bloom  of 
health  and  with  the  brightest  hopes  of  manhood,  now  sleep  in  death,  leav- 
ing their  widows  and  little  ones  to  the  care  of  the  country  in  whose  service 
they  fell,  and  which  promised  them  its  protection.  Their  children  are  the 
wards  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  its 
people  fop  the  munificent  and  tender  manner  in  which  they  have  thus  far, 
through  their  representatives,  discharged  the  sacred  and  delicate  trust. — 
Message  of  1869. 
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Most  heartily  have  the  people  endorsed  the  past  action  of  their  represen- 
tatives in  relation  to  these  schools,  and  there  exists  not  a single  doubt  but 
that  they  will  most  cordially  approve  all  necessary  appropriations  for  the 
continuance  of  the  support,  education  and  guardianship  of  these  adopted 
children  of  the  Commonwealth.  To  the  honor,  State  pride,  and  humanity 
of  the  Legislature  is  confided  the  guarding  and  maintaining  of  these  sacred 
interests,  and  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  this  noble  duty,  you  shall  receive 
from  me  a special  and  zealous  concurrence. — Message  of  1870. 

Hereafter  the  defenders  of  our  country  will  not  falter  when  they  reflect 
that,  should  they  fall,  they  have  in  the  Commonwealth  a parental  protector 
of  their  beloved  ones,  who,  otherwise,  would  be  left  desolate  and  neglected. 
The  State  has  abundant  cause  to  rejoice  in  what  it  has  done  for  its  soldiers’ 
orphans,  and  to  be  proud  of  these  schools  which  now  constitute  the  brightest 
jewels  that  adorn  its  crown  of  glory. — Message  of  1871. 

The  late  Legislature  passed  an  act  imposing  the  duties  of  Superintendent 
of  Soldiers’  Orphans  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  and 
since  June  1,  1871,  this  noble  benefaction  has  been  administered  by  that 
officer,  with  what  ad  vantages  to  the  system  and  with  what  satisfaction  to  those 
intrusting  him  with  this  power  and  to  the  people  generally  remains  to  be 
seen.  This  only  is  promised,  that  no  interest  the  State  has  in  these  orphan 
children  of  our  dead  heroes,  no  interest  of  these  children  themselves,  shall 
suffer  while  in  his  hands  for  the  want  of  an  honest  and  faithful  performance 
of  duty  ; and,  he  trusts,  that  the  same  generous  support  heretofore  granted 
the  system  by  the  Legislature,  and  the  same  kind  of  sympathy  for  it  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  will  be  continued  until  the  last  destitute  soldiers’  or- 
phan child  in  the  State  has  been  fed,  clothed,  instructed  and  cared  for  until 
he  shall  be  able  to  supply  his  own  rvants  and  work  his  own  way  in  the 
world. 

To  this  sketch  it  will  be  interesting  to  append  a list  of  the  appropriations 
made  by  the  State  and  donations  received  for  the  support  of  our  orphan 
school  system.  The  list  will  include  all  the  money  that  has  been  disbursed 
by  the  Department. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


When  made. 


March 

23,  1865.... 

April 

11,  1866.... 

April 

11,  1867.... 

Februarv25,  1868.... 

Februarv25,  1868.... 

April 

11,  1868.... 

March 

13.  1869.... 

April 

14,  1869.... 

April 

16,  1869.... 

March 

31.  1870... 

March 

31,  1870.... 

April 

6,  1870.... 

Mav 

27,  1871.... 

Mav 

27.  1871.... 

May 

27,  1871.... 

Character. 


Regular 

Regular 

Regular 

Reticit 

Deficit 

Regular 

Deficit 

Damages,  Orangeville  ... 

Regular 

Deficit 

Deficit 

Regular 

Damages,  Orangeville .. 
Damages,  Jacksonville  . 
Regular 


Amount  of  appropriations  by  the  State . 


Amount. 


$75,  000  00 
S00,  000  00 
350,  000  00 
3 1 , 069  77 
141,561  69 

400.000  00 
50,  000  00 

5,000  00 

450.000  00 
44,968  88 
44,700  00 

5110.000  00 
5,000  00 
5,000  00 

520,  000  00 


2,942,298  34 


DONATIONS. 


When  made. 

By  whom. 

Amount. 

May  6,  1864 

Pennsylvania  railroad  com  nan  v. 

§50,  000  00 
85  06 
3 00 

Juue  5,  1865 

June  5.  1S65 

Loval  Association  of  Penu’a,  Washington,  D.  C 

A Pbiladelnhia  teacher 

i 

Amount  of  donations 

50.  088  06 

Total  amount  expended $2,  992,  298  34 


If  to  this  grand  sum  be  added  the  amounts  donated  by  individuals  di- 
rectly to  the  schools  and  homes  for  the  use  of  the  orphans,  it  would  swell 
the  amount  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

GENERAL  STATEMENTS. 

The  following  tabular  statements  contain  much  valuable  statistical  infor- 
mation concerning  the  past  working  and  present  condition  of  the  system  : 


STATEMENT  I. — Statistics  of  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes . 

SCHOOLS. 
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STATEMENT  II. 

Showing  liow  many  children  will  be  discharged  on  age  during  the  present 
and  succeeding  years,  until  the  schools  close  in  1882.  The  statement  in- 


eludes  not  only  those  children  now  in  school , but 
years  o f age  whose  applications  are  on  file. 

Years  ending  May  31,  1872 

Do May  31,  1873 

Do May  31,  1874 

Do Mav  31.  1875 

those  also  under  eight 

Discharges 
on  age. 

422 

477 

523 

569 

Do 

.May  31,  1876 

Do .... 

.May  31,  1877 

493 

Do 

.May  31,  1878 

432 

Do 

.Mav,  31,  1879  

235 

Do 

.May  31,  1880 

124 

Do 

.May  31,  1881 

66 

Do 

.May  31,  1882 

6 

3,883 

The  table  given  above  has  been  compiled  with  a great  deal  of  care  and 
is  believed  to  be  substantially  correct.  Of  course  the  numbers  given  will 
be  modified  by  discharges  by  order , deaths  aDd  admissions  ; but  it  is  thought 
that  these,  taken  together,  will  about  balance  each  other,  and  that  the  num- 
bers in  the  table  indicate  with  sufficient  accuracy,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
the  annual  shrinkage  of  the  sj'stem. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  estimate  approximately  the  amount  of  money 
that  will  be  needed  to  carry  on  the  system  until  the  schools  shall  close. 
My  estimate  is  about  $2,000,000,  or  an  average  appropriation  of  $200,000 
per  annum  for  ten  years. 
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STATEMENT  III. 


Showing  the  number  of  orders  issued,  exclusive  of  discharges  and  deaths , 
and  the  number  of  applications  on  file  for  each  age  from  four  to  sixteen 
years,  inclusive,  to  May  31,  1871. 


Age. 

No.  of  orders  is- 
sued, exclusive 
of  disebargesand 
deaths 

i i 

Number  of  appli- 
: cations  on  file 

1 

, Total  number  of 
orders  and  appli- 
\ cations 

Four 

1 

1 

Five 

2S 

6 

34 

Six 

79 

35 

114 

Seven  

...do 

OO  | 

60 

281 

Eight 

408 

53 

461 

Nine 

599 

5(3 

655 

Ten 

648 

53 

701 

Eleven .... 

....do 

69.1 

33 

726 

Twelve.... 

...do 

•... 

26 

731 

Thirteen. 

do 

626 

14 

040 

Fourteen. 

506 

12 

518 

Fifteen .... 

....  do 

505 

4 

509 

Sixteen.  .. 

...  do..  

15 

! 5,019 

353 

5,  372 

STATEMENT  IV. 

Showing  the  progress  and  working  of  the  system  from  its  commencement. 


1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

(6  in.) 
1868. 

1869. 

1S70. 

1871. 

Totals. 

Accented  applications  received  ... 

1,848 

1,697 

1,095 

436 

6S7 

483 

405 

0,711 

Orders  issned  

1,582 

1,779 

739 

467 

495 

562 

734 

6,  358 

Admissions  to  school 

1,242 

1,575 

G30 

513 

519 

544 

64S 

5,701 

Discharges  cn  order 

17 

57 

31 

102 

100 

231 

91 

629 

Discharges  on  age 

48 

85 

122 

263 

400 

437 

Deaths 

4 

13 

12 

10 

17 

15 

20 

91 

No.  in  school  at  close  of  the  year, 

1,226 

2,681 

3.  ISO 

3,431 

3,631 

3.529 

3,607 

From  previous  reports  issued  from  this  Department,  the  Legislature  was 
led  to  expect  that  the  maximum  number  of  orphan  children  who  could  ever 
be  found  in  school  under  the  system  had  been  reached,  and  that  the  num- 
ber would  henceforth  rapidly  decrease.  The  statement  above  given  shows, 
on  the  contrary,  that  while  the  number  in  school  in  1869  was  3,631,  and 
decreased  to  3,529  in  1870,  it  again  arose  to  3,607  the  past  year,  and  it  will 
not  be  much,  if  any,  lower  the  present  one.  The  reason  of  this  state  of 
facts  is,  that  in  1871  more  applications  for  admission  to  the  schools  were 
granted  and  fewer  orders  for  discharge  were  issued  than  in  1870  ; and  we 
have  now  placed  all  the  children  in  school  whose  applications  are  on  file 
and  who  have  a legal  right  to  admission.  On  the  first  of  June  last,  upon 
2 Sol.  Orph. 
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taking  charge  of  the  Department,  I found  several  hundred  children  waiting 
for  admission,  some  of  whom  had  waited  for  years.  All  these  are  now  re- 
ceiving the  maintenance  and  instruction  the  State  designed  for  them,  and 
hereafter  the  number  of  children  in  our  schools  will  be  regulated  wholly 
by  the  natural  laws  which  apply  to  it,  and,  governed  by  these  laws,  its  de- 
crease will  be  about  as  indicated  in  Statement  II. 


STATEMENT  Y. 

Showing  the  whole  number  of  orders  issued  for  the  admission  of  children 

from  each  county. 

The  whole  number  of  accepted  applications  received  till  May  31,  1811, 
was  6,711.  Of  these,  353  remain  on  file,  as  shown  by  the  last  table,  and 
the  remaining  6,358  have  been  issued  as  follows : 

Adams,  36  ; Allegheny,  301  ; Armstrong,  187  ; Beaver,  87  ; Bedford,  89  ; 
Berks,  89;  Blair,  195;  Bradford,  101;  Bucks,  62;  Butler,  80;  Cambria, 
97;  Carbon,  24;  Centre,  206 ; Chester,  122;  Clarion,  170;  Clearfield,  57  ; 
Clinton,  36  ; Columbia,  70  ; Crawford,  96  ; Cumberland,  86  ; Dauphin,  173; 
Delaware,  41;  Elk,  6 ; Erie,  39;  Greene,  14;  Huntingdon,  127;  Indiana, 
120;  Jefferson,  1 14  ; Juniata,  56  ; Lancaster,  277  ; Lawrence,  79  ; Lebanon, 
44;  Lehigh,  79  ; Luzerne,  143  ; Lycoming,  120  ; Mercer,  114  ; M’Kean,  13  ; 
Mifflin,  84;  Monroe,  47;  Montgomery,  49;  Montour,  49;  Northampton, 
48  ; Northumberland,  75  ; Perry,  162  ; Philadelphia,  897  ; Pike,  3 ; Potter, 
52;  Schuylkill,  101  ; Snyder,  41;  Somerset,  16;  Sullivan,  13;  Susquehan- 
na, 117  ; Tioga,  151 ; Union,  48  ; Venango,  78;  Warren,  28  ; Washington, 
74;  Wayne,  35  ; Westmoreland,  72 ; Wyoming,  42;  York,  107;  sixty-five 
counties — Cameron  county  alone  having  none. 


STATEMENT  VI. 

Showing  the  denominational  parentage  of  children. 

Of  3,607  children  actually  in  school  June  1,  1871,  the  fathers  of  3,048 
are  reported  as  members  of  some  church,  leaving  559  unconnected  with 
church  or  not  reported. 

Of  3,048  thus  reported,  there  were  of  Methodist  parentage,  1,210;  Lu- 
theran, 403;  Presbyterian,  360;  United  Presbyterian,  48;  Baptist,  201; 
Episcopal,  153;  Catholic,  106;  German  Reformed,  170;  Disciple,  31; 
Church  of  God,  27  ; Church  of  Messiah,  3 ; United  Brethren,  77  ; Tunkers, 
15;  Congregationalist,  5;  Albrights,  2;  Adventists,  2;  Evangelical,  35; 
Protestants,  (probably  not  intended  to  represent  any  particular  denomina- 
tion,) 174;  Universalists,  6;  Friends,  5;  Puritan  and  Unitarian,  each  1. 
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STATEMENTS  CONCERNING  THE  SYSTEM  THE  PAST  YEAR. 

The  following  statements  show  the  operations  of  the  system  of  orphan 
schools  during  the  past  year  : 

STATEMENT  VII. 

Showing  applications  by  counties. 


Names  of  Counties. 

; On  file  June  | 
; 1,  1870 

Rec’ed  dur- 
ing year 

j Issued  dur- 
1 ing  year,...  j 

cc  £ £ 
a s 

i 

: _ o 

1.  Adams 

3 

4 

6 

i 

2.  Allegheny 

2 

16 

10 

8 

3.  Armstrong  

43 

27 

39 

31 

4.  Beaver 

2 

4 

5 

1 

5.  Bedford 

7 

6 

ii 

2 

6.  Berks 

10 

7 

14 

3 

7.  Blair 

25 

G 

14 

17 

8.  Bradford 

21 

11 

28 

4 

9.  Bucks.... 

2 

O 

10.  Butler 

5 

11 

8 

8 

11.  Cambria 

20 

4 

10 

8 

12.  Cameron 

13.  Carbon  

4 

3 

3 

4 

14.  Centre 

10 

5 

15.  Chester  

11 

*> 

6 

7 

1G.  Clarion  

17 

6 

11 

12 

17.  Clearfield 

4 

3 

5 

2 

IS.  Clinton 

5 

19.  Columbia 

5 

4 

7 

2 

20.  Crawford 

6 

23 

15 

14 

21.  Cumberland 

4 

12 

9 

7 

22.  Dauphin... 

18 

3 

14 

7 

23.  Delaware 

9 

2 

3 

i 

24.  Elk 

2 

1 

1 

25.  Erie 

1 

5 

4 

2 

26.  Fayette 

17 

17 

27 

7 

27.  Forest.. 

] 

1 

28.  Franklin 

15 

5 

15 

5 

29.  Fulton 

• 

o 

1 

1 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon 

21 

is 

31 

8 

32.  Indiana 

28 

16 

2S 

16 

83.  Jefferson. 

16 

20 

13 

23 

34.  Juniata 

9 

1 

2 

1 

35.  Lancaster 

19 

14 

25 

8 

3G.  Lawrence 

3 

4 

6 

1 

37.  Lebanon 

5 

2 

38.  Lehigh 

3 

o 

4 

1 

39.  Luzerne  

9 

15 

19 

5 

40.  Lycoming 

15 

1 1 

2*2 

4 

41.  Mercer.  

8 

ii 

17 

2 

42.  M’Kean 

2 

o 

43.  Mifflin 

8 

3 

6 

5 

44.  Monroe 

5 

i 

1 

5 

45.  Montgomery 

5 

5 

4G.  Montour.. 

5 

2 

5 

2 

47.  Northampton 

1 

1 

1 

1 

48.  Northumberland  

13 

9 

49.  Perry 

4 

9 

0 

4 

50.  Philadelphia 

, 58 

37 

74 

21 

51.  Pike 

20 
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STATEMENT  VII— Continued. 


Names  of  Counties. 

On  file  Juno 

1,  1870 

Rec’ed  dur- 
ing year 

Issued  dur- 
ing year 

Remain’gon 
file  June  1, 
1871 

52.  Potter 

7 

10 

9 

8 

53.  Schuylkill 

31 

23 

61 

o 

54.  Snyder  

1 

1 

2 

55.  Somerset  

2 

2 

56.  Sullivan 

1 

o 

i 

2 

57.  Susquehanna 

18 

5 

20 

3 

58.  Tioga 

18 

9 

IS 

9 

59.  Union 

4 

4 

5 

3 

60.  Venango 

6 

12 

8 

10 

61.  Warren 

5 

11 

3 

13 

62.  Washington 

13 

12 

ii 

14 

63.  Wayne 

7 

3 

7 

3 

64.  Westmoreland [■ 

17 

3 

13 

7 

65.  W'yoming 1 

4 

5 

0 

3 

9 

8 

i 

Total  

622 

465 

734 

353 

STATEMENT  VIII. 

Showing  discharges  and  deaths. 

SCHOOLS. 


Schools. 

No.  discharges  on 
age  for  vear  end- 
ing May  31,  71.. 

No.  disch’s  on  or- 
der for  year  end- 
ing May  31,  71.. 

No.  of  deaths  for 
year  ending  May 
31,  1S71 

1. 

Andersonburg 

2. 

Bridgewater 

14 

2 

o 

Cassville 

34 

20 

1 

4. 

Chester  Springs 

62 

o 

24 

5 

6. 

Emails 

1 

7. 

Harford 

co 

CO 

3 

6 

s. 

Jacksonville t 

2 

9. 

Lincoln  Institution 

5 

2 

10. 

16 

1!. 

M’ Alisterville 

37 

17 

2 

12. 

Mercer 

7 

2 

2 

13. 

Mt.  .Toy 

36 

2 

2 

14. 

26 

12 

15. 

Sold.  Orpli.  Inst.,  in  connection  with.  Northern  Home 

3 

16. 

Titusville 

11 

2 

17- 

TJ  niontown ■ 

23 

' 0 

18. 

White  Hall 

25 

7 

19. 

Partial  relief  and  other  cases 

60 

* 

416 

84 

17 
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STATEMENT  Till. — Continued. 


HOMES. 


Homes. 

No.  discharges  on 
ago  for  year  end- 
ing May  31,  ’71.. J 

No.  disch’s  on  or- 
der for  year  end- 
ing May  31,  ’71.. 

No.  of  deaths  for 
year  ending  May 
31,  1871 

1.  Catholic  Home 

1 

2.  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster 

3.  Children’s  Home,  York 

4.  Church  Home,  Philadelphia  

1 

1 

3 

1 



6.  Home  for  Friendless,  Allegheny 

7.  Home  for  Friendless,  Wilkesbarre 

2 

8.  Industrial  School 

2 

9.  Lancaster  County  Hospital 

10.  Loysville  Orphan  Home 



1 1.  Media  Training  School  for  Feeble  Minded  Children 

2 

12.  Nazareth  Hall 

i 

13.  Orphan's  Home,  Philadelphia 

14.  Orphan’s  Home,  Womelsdorf 

6 

15.  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum 

i 

4 

16.  Rochester  Orphan  Home 

17.  Soldiers’  Orphan  Home,  Pittsburg 

*i 

o 

18.  St.  James’  Orphan  Asylum 

19.  St.  John’s  Orphan  Asylum 

i 

9 

20.  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Asylum 

i 

21.  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home 

2 

9 

22.  St.  Vincent’s  Asvlum 

2 

23.  St.  Vincent’s  College j 

24.  St.  Vincent’s  Home 1 

■■ 

25.  Western  House  of  Refuge 

i 

26.  Zelienonle  Farm  School ! 

j 

Total  homes ; ! 21  j 

Total  schools j 416  1 


15 

84 


3 

17 
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Totals  paid  schools  for 
education  and  mainte- 
nance, freight,  making 
clothing,  mending 
shoes.  &c..  from  June 
1,  1870,  to  May  31,  1871, 


■fNCJfO-N'XH-tfC-f'MCOr^OClCWNCO 
C O rr  o CC  'C  O O h h X Cl  N Q O X - o ^ h 

* Cl  c O '-C  t- O -t  O M T o « « N O 

W Cl  - N O CO  *f  h C O -■  O CO  t - r 0/3  CO  CO  - 8 

COt'-COW-’OONClCOQOOSNOOJ.h 


n ir.  Ci  *r  » co  O co  L-  co  CO  - 
ci  ci  m :i  ci  m h ^ <M  —1 


i 'r  ci  cc  co  co  ci  <-( 

Cl  CO  rH 


i Freight  on  goods,  mak- 
ing clothing,  mending 
shoes,  &c.,  paid  to 
Princinals  and  mana- 
gers for  the  year  end- 
ing May  31,  1871 


O lO  CO  U O 1C  CO  O rC  lO  O Cl  *f  Cl  03  05  id 

OMOOCONOOOOO(MiCiOOC3  CO  CM  Cj 

CO  i(C  -f  "f  O Cl  CO  C -t<  'O  N 'O  N 'CIO 

cc  hO  CO  ~rl  O'.'  O O tO  »(0  CO  o O O -<  O CC  N C) 

o X ^ x io  o yj  h o co  Q r- 1 m co  c.  m ^ 

~ ~ ^ ^ ^ 

• — ' • — ' r— . »— ( Clfr-1 


Total  for  the  year  end- 
ing May  31,  1871 


CC  Cl  o C O ^ Cf)  co  N C3  >'  -<  cc  C£  O O IC  Cl  00 
O 01  co  CO  TJIQOCI  00  O 1-  Oi  Clf  IOC3  1-0  0 1 l- 


O -r  — 

CflOO 
O 01  CC 


!M(NCOOO(M-rC3*f<a)-'C3CCCC3COOOC3 
C O -t  CO  O CO  -r  1^  O CC  O Ol  *f  f lie  CO  -H 
CO  Cl  O Cl  00  Q CO  d -1  XI  - ~ £-  lO  lO  rf» 


CO  CO  CO  ! 

oi  — 01  - 

C/A 


For  quarter  ending  May 
31,  1871...  


<C  h f - Cl  C Cl  to  OD  f O N O --  o O O 1C  lO  ic 

CO  ^ N O CO  'O  O M c.  Cl  a JO  N o U C3  N d Cl 

03if0*fCl-t<-'C0-fi0C3i0'O-fC0NH^Q0C0rH 
*o  Cl  - : I CO  -r  o C3  o CD  CO  00  C3  X o »o  C3  f f -f 

O - Cl  Cl  -T  O 1C  CC  OI  CO  Cl  rH  CO  >-  -i  O CO  CO  CO  CO 

co'tjT  cot^Tef 


For  quarter  ending  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1871 


For  quarter  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1870  ..  


CO  Cl  CO  Cl  CO  N -*  N CO  CO  co  HO  'O  03  o O cn  CD 

O)  r-1  o Cl  O 1(0  03  O C3  lO  CO  Cl  CO  C O O O O Cl  CO 

C3  n lO  -1  CO  N O 1(0  N C3  CO  lO  00  N r-1  N 1C  O »C  Cl 

C C co  CO  -t  CO  O CO  N O N N 1(0  -t'  O O X N CO 

M 01  o -r  O X Ti  O O N Ol  H f (01  C3  C3  G C C O 

roT  nT  o'  co*  co"  '*£  ^ co*  co"  -i7  c^T  co  ci 


OOCOf'/XMO'MOCOQOCOClhCCOO 
Cl  Cl  M N co  O h O lO  (N  CO  O CO  Ci  O CO  Tf  o o 

CO  C3  Cl  <C  N o O C3  N O CO  lO  CO  C3  <M  O — ' 

CO  co  Ol  1(0  o CO  01  CO  I'-  lO  O 1-0  GO  O iO  Ol  — 00  CO 

O C3  o t CO  CO  CO  N c.  to  *t  O *T  o C3  03  o CO  C 

crT  co*'  -_*'  rtT  o'  co"  to'  -^*'  co”  co'co'  -^*'  co~  -o'  c T 


For  quarter  ending  Au- 
gust 31,  1870 


"8  Cl  01  N O 03  O C3  N CO  it  O ‘O  -f  O O O h 

*— < CO  > P Cl  -I  O lO  O co  X t'  O ^ f C3  M o o H 

CO  — I C3  O f 1 CS  (/)  M T o x 'O  lO  CO  o O K0  o 

Cl  N X CC  I-  O O 03  Ol  ^ CO.  N N to  'O  O *f  *0  CO 

O (/)  CD  --t  tr  iO  O CD  (N  C l t'*  CC  CC  C3  CO  O N 

7 co*  tjT  co'co'  co"  tjT  irTco'cf 


o 

o 

o 

<x 

O 


tu  : : is: 


Vi 

a 

M o 


tc_ 

£ 3 a> 


>> 

o 


)-*  <D 

a.  *-> 


<b  2 


— .2  -«  tC  > <o  ” » OJ 
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W3S-3  § b § 2 s S 
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O c 

..  hi 
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.2  o 
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S § 

oS 


U 2 

3 
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-3  C3 
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Statement  IX  is  believed  to  be  substantially  correct,  although,  owing  to 
the  confused  condition  of  some  of  the  accounts,  certain  items  in  regard  to 
clothing,  &c.,  have  been  partially  estimated. 

COST  OF  TIIE  SYSTEM  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31,  1871. 

State  appropriation $520,  000  00 

For  education  and  maintenance  of  children  in 

advanced  schools,  at  $125  per  annum $330,149  53 

For  education  and  maintenance,  including 
clothing,  of  children  in  primary  schools,  at 

$115  per  annum  

P’or  education  and  maintenance,  including 
clothing,  of  children  in  homes,  &c.,  at  $100 
per  annum 


Total  for  education  and  maintenance  . . . 

For  partial  relief 

For  clothing  children  in  advanced  schools  .... 

For  general  expenses 

Total  expenses  of  the  system  for  the  year, 


32,184  76 


46,130  30 


414,470  59 
600  00 
83,667  07 
10,300  00 

509,037  66 


Balance  of  appropriation  unexpended 


10,962  34 


The  preceding  exhibit  of  the  cost  of  the  system  for  the  past  j’ear  is  pre- 
sented as  it  came  into  my  hands.  I have  no  means  of  verifying  several  of  the 
items  in  the  account,  nor  do  I deem  it  my  duty  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the 
administration  of  my  predecessor.  I interpret  the  law  requiring  the  Su- 
perintendent to  present  a “ statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  by 
item,”  as  applyingto  those  transactions  only  which  are  under  his  own  control. 
The  expenditure  for  clothing  children  in  the  advanced  schools  is  set  down  at 
$83,667  07.  This  is  $29,673  32  greater  than  the  amount  expended  the  pre- 
vious year,  but  it  is  on!}"  proper  to  say  that  it  is  stated  in  justification  of 
this  expenditure,  that  it  was  swelled  by  having  included  in  it  certain  un- 
settled accounts  of  previous  years. 

LOANS  MADE  BY  TIIE  STATE. 

Under  an  act,  approved  April  15,  1867,  $21,000  were  loaned  by  the  State 
to  five  soldiers’  orphan  schools,  which  they  were  to  re-pay,  at  the  rate  of 
live  per  cent.,  quarterly.  This  account  now  stands  as  follows: 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS 


25 


Loan. 

Refunded. 

Remaining 

due. 

Chester  Springs 

$5,000  00 
5,000  00 

$2,750  00 
2,000  00 

$2,250  00 

8,000  00 

5' 000  00 

2, 250  00 

3’ 500  00 

3' 000  00 

l’  200  00 

1 ' S00  00 

Mansfield 

3^  000  00 

li  200  00 

l'  800  00 

21,000  00 

9,400  00 

12,350  00 

DEFICIT  FOR  TIIE  YEAR  1810. 

The  deficit  for  the  quarter  ending  May  31,  1870,  referred  to  in  the  last 
report  of  this  Department,  was  found  to  be  $38,685  15.  The  following 
clause,  in  section  43  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  1871,  refers  to  this  deficit: 
“And  the  Auditor  General  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue  his 
warrants  to  the  several  principals  and  treasurers  of  the  soldiers’  orphan 
schools  and  homes  for  the  sums  due  such  schools  and  homes,  for  the  quarter 
ending  May  thirty-first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  as  de- 
termined by  his  settlement  of  their  bills  for  said  quarter;  and  the  State 
Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the 
unexpended  balances  which  have  accrued,  or  which  may  accrue,  from  the 
appropriations  to  soldiers’  orphans’  schools  for  the  year  ending  May  thirty- 
first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  out  of  the  moneys  returned  to  the  Treasury 
from  the  loans  made  to  certain  schools,  under  the  act  of  April  fifteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  its  supplement.”  The  officers 
above  named,  feeling  themselves  authorized  so  to  do,  by  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  appropriated  to  orphan  school  purposes,  and  being 
anxious  to  do  justice  to  those  who  had  so  long  been  waiting  for  their  mo- 
ney, have  paid  the  whole  deficit,  and  the  Department  is  now,  as  far  as  is 
known,  out  of  debt. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1873. 

The  appropriations  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  necessary  for  the  3'ear 
ending  May  31,  1873,  are  as  follows : 

For  the  education,  maintenance,  instruction  and  clothing  of 


the  children $490,  000  00 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Department  and  incidentals 10,  000  00 


500,000  00 


Amount 
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The  grading,  it  is  only  proper  to  say,  was  done  by  the  teachers  of  the  different  institutions,  and  tire  scholarship  of  the  pupils  is  measured  by  a higher 
standard  in  some  schools  than  in  others.  The  table,  therefore,  does  not  indicate  with  exactness  the  relative  educational  standing  of  the  afferent  institutions. 
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In  connection  with  the  table  given  above,  it  may  be  well  to  present  the 
course  of  study  as  now  prescribed  for  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools.  The 
extent  to  which  the  several  branche^are  to  be  taught  in  the  different  grades 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  teachers.  Advancemefit  will  be  measured 
more  by  thoroughness  than  by  amount. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

First  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing  and  drawing  on  slates,  oral  ex- 
ercises in  numbers,  object  lessons. 

Second  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing  and  drawing  on  slates,  mental 
arithmetic,  four  fundamental  rules  of  written  arithmetic,  object  lessons. 

Third  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  writing,  drawing,  mental  and  written 
arithmetic,  geograph}",  object  lessons. 

Fourth  Gride.— S:  me  as  for  third  grade. 

Fifth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fourth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  grammar. 

Sixth  Grade. — Same  as  for  fifth  grade,  with  the  addition  of  history  of 
United  States. 

Seventh  Grade. — Spelling,  reading,  book-keeping,  elementary  algebra, 
geography,  grammar,  history  of  United  States,  physiology. 

Eighth  Grade. — Reading,  algebra  or  geometry,  grammar,  Constitution  of 
United  States,  natural  philosophy  or  the  elements  of  the  natural  sciences 
generally. 

Vocal  music,  declamation,  composition  and  instruction  in  morals  and 
manners  are  continued  throughout  the  whole  course. 

The  studies  of  the  course  are  frequently  reviewed  as  the  pupils  proceed. 
Bible  classes  and  Sunday  schools  have  been  organized  in  all  the  schools, 
but  sectarian  instruction  is  carefully  avoided,  except  where  the  children 
are  all  cf  one  denomination. 

In  the  form  of  object  lessons  a large  amount  of  general  information  is 
imparted  and  valuable  instruction  given  in  the  elements  of  the  different 
sciences  that  can  be  illustrated  with  objects. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  no  orphan  child  can  be  admitted  into  our 
schools  wrho  is  under  eight  years  of  age.  There  are  now  on  file  the  appli- 
cations of  one  hundred  and  seven  such  children.  In  some  cases  the  hard- 
ship of  waiting  is  very  great ; and,  as  the  additional  expense  to  the  system 
of  their  admission  would  be  comparatively  trifling,  I respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  act  prohibiting  it  be  repealed. 

As  w’ill  be  seen  by  the  list  given  on  a subsequent  page,  quite  a number 
of  orphans,  leaving  the  schools  at  sixteen,  engage  in  teaching.  A few, 
aided  by  kind-hearted  friends,  find  their  way  to  the  State  Normal  schools, 
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and  it  lias  occurred  to  me  that,  if  the  State  would  make  a small  appropria- 
tion to  aid  others,  who  may  exhibit  special  aptitude  for  the  business  of 
teaching,  it  would  be  a wise  expenditure  of  money.  An  appropriation  of 
$2,000  per  annum  would  probably  send  ten  or  twelve  of  the  brightest  and 
best  graduates  of  the  orphan  schools  to  the  State  Normal  schools,  where 
they  could  be  fitted  for  a career  of  the  highest  usefulness  as  teachers.  If 
such  a distinction  could  be  conferred  as  an  honor  for  scholarship  and  good 
conduct,  it  would  have  a most  beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools.  I heartily 
recommend  such  an  appropriation. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

Inspectors'  Reports. — Tour  attention  and  that  of  the  public  are  respect- 
fully asked  to  the  excellent  reports  of  Rev.  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Hutter,  Inspectors  and  Examiners  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  herewith 
presented.  These  faithful  officers  have  now  been  on  dutjr  nearly  five  years, 
they  have  visited  every  orphan  school  and  home  in  the  State  many  times, 
and  they  are,  therefore,  entirely  familiar  with  the  subject  on  which  they 
write.  You  may  rest  assured  that  what  the}r  say  in  praise  of  the  system 
can  be  relied  upon,  and  their  suggestions  for  its  improvement  are  worthy 
of  the  most  careful  consideration. 

I take  special  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  a fact  mentioned  in  the  re- 
port of  Mrs.  Hutter.  She  says,  “ During  one  of  my  l-ecent  visits  to  one  of 
our  Western  schools — the  one  at  Uniontown — I was  rejoiced  to  learn  that 
a wealthy,  philanthropic  gentleman  of  that  town  had  set  apart  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  as  a fund  to  be  distributed  among  the  children  of  that  school, 
as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  honorably  discharged,  in  such  sums  as 
he  and  the  principal  shall  determine— to  be  apportioned  according  to  merit." 
I have  otherwise  learned  that  the  gentleman  referred  to  is  Hon.  Andrew 
Stewart,  of  Uniontown,  and  that  the  sum  he  purposes  to  set  apart  for  the 
purpose  named  is  considerably  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars.  His  plan 
is  to  use  the  interest  of  this  fund  in  the  way  referred  to.  Such  men  are 
an  honor  to  their  country  and  a blessing  to  the  race.  Would  to  God  Penn- 
sylvania had  more  of  them.  * 

EXTRACTS  FROM  RETORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS. 

To  meet  in  full  the  general  desire  for  information  concerning  the  institu- 
tions in  which  the  orphan  children  of  the  State  are  being  cared  for,  I deemed 
it  proper  to  append  to  this  report  extracts  from  the  late  annual  reports  of 
a number  of  the  principals  and  managers  of  these  institutions.  As  a whole, 
they  will  convey  a fair  idea  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  several 
schools  from  w’hich  they  emanate,  and  of  the  system  of  which  they  are  a 
part. 
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FRUITS  OF  THE  SYSTEM A LIST  OF  THE  “SIXTEENERS.” 

There  will  be  found  on  another  page,  a list  of  young  ladies  and  gentle- 
men who  have  been  discharged  from  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  as  the  law 
requires,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, -together  with  such  facts  as  could  be  gathered 
in  the.  short  time  allowed  for  that  purpose,  concerning  their  present  employ- 
ment and  future  promise.  The  list  given  might  have  been  extended  to  a 
much  greater  length,  and  this,  probably,  will  be  done  in  a future  report. 
The  names  now  given  will  serve  as  examples.  As  a tree  is  known  by  its 
fruits,  nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
who  vote  the  money  to  support  the  orphan  schools  and  to  the  people  out 
of  whose  pockets  it  comes,  than  to  know  by  such  a test  as  the  publication 
of  the  names  and  positions  of  the  discharged  orphans,  that  the  system  is 
doing  an  incalculable  amount  of  good.  From  the  beginning,  to  the  first  of 
November,  1.500  children  have  shared  the  advantages  of  the  schools  and 
been  honorably  discharged  ; and  from  the  facts  now  in  my  possession,  it  ap- 
pears that  MORE  THAN  NINETY-EIGHT  PER  CENT.  OF  THE  WHOLE  NUMBER  ARE 
DOING  WELL  AND  SEEM  LIKELY  TO  BECOME  UPRIGHT  AND  USEFUL  CITIZENS. 

Some  of  the  schools  have  not  discharged  a single  orphan  child  who  has 
turned  out  badly.  Considering  the  destitution  of  these  children  before  en- 
tering school,  their  defective  home  training,  their  unprofitable  surroundings, 
this  result,  is  a marvel  even  to  those  well  acquainted  with  the  uplifting  power 
of  a rightly  directed  education.  From  this  lesson  let  philanthropists  learn 
that  the  most  effective  way  of  benefiting  mankind  is  to  educate  the  rising 
generation  ; from  it  let  statesmen  learn  that  a penny  spent  for  schools  and 
homes  for  friendless  and  neglected  children  is  worth  many  dollars  spent 
for  poor  houses,  jails  and  penitentiaries. 

APPENDIX. 

I have  thought  it  well,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  visiting  the  institu- 
tions or  desiring  to  learn  something  about  our  system  of  orphan  schools,  to 
append  a directory,  giving  the  localities  of  the  different  schools  and  homes 
and  the  best  way  of  reaching  them.  I have  added,  also,  all  the  important 
laws  relating  to  the  organization  of  our  orphan  school  system,  the  princi- 
pal forms  used  by  the  Department  in  carrying  on  its  work,  the  official  cir- 
culars issued  by  the  present  administration,  and  an  abstract  of  the  proceed- 
1ngs  of  a meeting  of  principals  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  School  Department 
in  September  last. 

PRESENT  WORK  AND  FUTURE  PROMISE. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  Legislature  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  Orphan 
Schoo’s  were  intrusted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  This 
act  went  into  effect  the  first  of  June  last.  Since  that  time,  in  addition  to 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 


o 1 
O 1 

the  work  of  re-organization,  made  necessary  by  a change  of  administration 
and  attention  to  the  current  business  of  the  Department,  I have  personally 
visited  all  the  principal  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans, 
except  six  or  seven,  and  was  present  and  participated  in  the  annual  exami- 
nations of  ten  of  them.  I prepared  the  several  forms  of  reports  and  issued 
the  official  circulars  found  on  another  page,  and  was  called  upon  to  preside 
at  the  meeting  of  principals  and  managers  of  orphan  schools,  held  as  here- 
inbefore mentioned.  The  whole  work  is  now  well  in  hand,  and  the  future 
seems  to  promise  an  increased  degree  of  prosperity  to  the  system  and  an 
increased  degree  of  good  to  the  children,  who  are  the  deserving  objects  of 
the  benefaction.  Some  of  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  are  delicate 
and  difficult,  but  these  shall  be  discharged  with  an  eye  single  to  all  the  in- 
terests involved.  The  business  of  the  Department  shall  be  conducted  in  a 
strict  business  way,  and  its  benevolences  shall  be  administered  in  the  spirit 
of  that  devotion  which  soldiers  manifest  in  laying  down  their  lives  for  their 
country,  or  parents  feel  in  caring  for  their  helpless  little  ones. 

Pennsylvania,  in  the  care  she  has  taken  of  her  destitute  soldiers’  orphans, 
has  done  a noble  work.  The  page  that  tells  of  it  will  be  the  brightest  in 
all  her  history.  She  sent  400,000  men  into  the  field  to  protect  the  institu- 
tions our  fathers  founded  for  us,  from  the  hands  of  those  who  would  have 
despoiled  them  and  broken  up  our  Union.  And,  then,  the  war  over,  she 
gathers  up  the  six  or  seven  thousand  poor  children  orphaned  by  the  struggle, 
and  feeds,  clothes  and  instructs  them,  and  sends  them  forth  capable  of  earn- 
ing a livelihood  for  themselves  and  prepared  to  become  good  and  useful  citi- 
zens. All  the  other  States  of  the  Union  put  together  have  not  done  as 
much  for  their  soldiers’  orphans  as  she  has  done,  and  we  challenge  the 
whole  civilized  world  to  find  a parallel.  The  good  work  begun  and  carried 
on  to  the  present  time  will  be  completed.  No  opposition  to  it  will  appear, 
either  in  the  General  Assembly  or  elsewhere,  and  it  will  hereafter  and  for- 
ever stand  as  a proud  monument  to  both  the  patriotism  and  philanthropy 
of  the  land  of  Penn. 


J.  P.  WICKERSHAM,  Superintendent. 
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REPOUTS  OF  THE  INSPECTORS. 


REPORT  OF  REV.  C.  CORNFORTH. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Schools. 

Sir: — My  annual  report  as  Inspector  and  Examiner  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Orphans’  Schools  of  the  State  is,  herewith,  respectfully  submitted. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  it  has  been  my  constant  aim  to  see 
that  every  orphan  under  the  charge  of  the  State  receives  all  the  benefits 
and  advantages  which  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  intend  to  bestow, 
in  making,  through  their  legislators,  their  liberal,  annual  appropriations; 
and  so  well  is  the  good  work  of  caring  for  the  orphans  done,  that  the  peo- 
ple, who  so  cheerfully  support  these  institutions,  need  have  no  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  wisdom  and  utility  of  continuing  their  generous  bestowments 
till  the  last  needy  soldiers’  orphan  shall  be  capable  of  self-help. 

The  principals  of  schools  and  the  superintendents  of  homes,  who  have 
the  immediate  care  of  the  orphans,  are,  as  a class,  persons  of  high  moral 
standing,  and  are  laboring  with  an  untiring  perseverance  for  the  industrial, 
intellectual,  moral  and  religious  culture  of  the  children  confided  to  them. 
With  these  earnest  and  conscientious  workers  at  the  head  of  our  institu- 
tions, a constantly  increasing  efficiency  is  the  necessary  and  gratifying 
result.  Each  passing  year  gives  added  wisdom  for  service.  Home  com- 
forts and  school  privileges  are  multiplying  and  improving.  Yet,  while 
commendable  advancement  is  everywhere  apparent,  I beg  leave  to  suggest 
several  improvements. 

First.  There  should  be  a greater  variety  of  food.  Our  tables  are,  as  a 
geueral  thing,  furnished  with  healthful  and  ample  supplies,  as  the  remark- 
able vigor  and  health  of  our  children  testify.  As  to  the  substantiate  of 
life,  there  is  little  or  no  room  to  complain.  There  remains  to  be  added  only 
a few  lighter  and  less  substantial  dishes  to  give  our  tables  a finished  and 
home-like  appearance;  and  this  should  be  done  more  for  the  sake  of  good 
breeding  than  for  the  stomach.  No  table  is  considered  satisfactorily  fur- 
nished where  milk  and  sugar  are  not  provided  for  tea  and  coffee,  and  where 
butter  or  syrup,  at  the  option  of  the  child,  is  not  afforded  twice  a day,  at 
least. 

Second  There  should  be  improvement  in  table  furniture.  A number  of 
schools  are  already  doing  all  that  can  be  desired  in  this  direction,  while 
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others  are  quite  deficient.  Tin  plates  and  tin  cups,  which  were,  in  several 
instances,  introduced  in  the  earlier  and  more  uncertain  days  of  the  orphan 
school  system,  are  being  discarded.  No  table  is  now  approved  which  is  not 
covered  with  a clean  white  cloth  and  set  with  white  plates,  and  cups  and 
saucers  to  match,  and  amply  provided  with  butter  plates  and  butter  knives. 

Third.  Greater  care  should  be  taken  in  bathing  the  children.  They  are, 
as  it  is.  very  generally  clean,  weekly  bathing  of  the  entire  person,  being  a re- 
quirement, old  as  the  orphan  school  system.  But  there  is  quite  generally 
needed  a closer  supervision  of  the  children  while  bathing;  the  change  oi 
water  should  be  more  frequent,  and  the  supply  of  towels  greatly  increased 
For  daily  use  each  child  should  be  furnished  with  an  “ individual  ” towel 
This  is  already  done  in  a few  institutions. 

Fourth.  The  facilities  for  learning  trades  are  limited.  The  girls  are  better 
provided  for,  in  this  respect,  than  the  boys.  The  girls  are  instructed  in  all 
kinds  of  house-work,  and  in  the  use  of  the  needle  and  the  sewing  machine. 
But  the  boys,  in  too  many  instances,  can  only  do  chores.  In  a number  of 
schools,  however,  they  become  quite  familiar  with  the  use  of  farming  tools. 
But  after  all  that  is  being  done  to  give  the  boys  habits  of  industry,  the 
opportunities  afforded  them  to  learn  trades  (the  importance  of  which  all 
concede)  are  extremely  rare.  This  defect  has  long  been  felt.  How  shall  it 
be  supplied  ? 

Fifth.  The  opportunities  for  general  reading  should  be  increased.  This 
is  not  the  case  with  every  school.  But  in  many  of  them  comfortable  read- 
ing rooms  need  yet  to  be  provided  for  the  larger  children,  and  a good  va- 
riety of  reading  matter  supplied.  It  is  full  as  important  that  our  boys  and 
girls  be  well  informed  as  that  they  know  what  is  in  their  school  books. 

Sixth.  More  branches  of  natural  science  should  be  embraced  in  our  course 
of  study.  In  order  to  do  this  there  must  be  less  mathematics.  One  daily 
recitation  in  any  one  branch  is  universally  regarded  as  sufficient,  by  expe- 
rienced instructors  of  youth.  And  there  certainly  is  no  such  difference  be- 
tween mental  and  written  arithmetic  as  to  constitute  two  branches.  As  the 
case  now  stands,  many  of  our  pupils  become  proficient  in  intellectual  and 
common  school  arithmetic  and  with  algrebra,  and  jet  do  not  know  that 
there  is  a solar  system,  or  anything  of  the  most  common  facts  of  nature. 
Important  as  the  study  of  arithmetic  may  be,  as  a means  of  mental  discip- 
line  and  for  practical  life,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  banish  the  studies  of 
nature  quite  out  of  our  schools.  It  does  not  require  a very  extensive  know- 
ledge of  figures  to  fit  one  for  ordinary  life;  and  to  require  children,  whose 
school  days  are  few,  to  pursue  any  study  merelj’’  for  the  sake  of  discipline, 
is  criminally  absurd.  Our  boys  and  girls  can  fiud  ample  scope  for  mental 
exercise  in  acquainting  themselves  with  the  facts,  and  solving  the  problems 
contained  in  God’s  works,  and  at  the  same  time  acquire  a knowledge  which 
3 Sol.  Orph. 
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will  fit  them  for  the  better  enjoyment  of  society,  and  fill  up  the  days  and 
nights  of  a life  time  with  increased  pleasure,  as  they  witness  the  operations 
of  nature.  And  besides,  such  studies,  as  a means  of  moral  aud  religious 
culture,  are  of  great  value.  Also  more  attention  should  be  given  to  compo- 
sition. This  is  second  in  importance  to  no  other  branch,  aud  should  be 
made  a daily  exercise.  What  shall  be  the  mental  food  of  the  thirty-six 
hundred  orphans  in  our  schools  is  a question  of  no  small  magnitude,  and 
can  be  easier  asked  than  answered. 

Seventh.  There  is  a demand  for  a higher  order  of  teaching  talent  to  in- 
struct our  younger  pupils.  Already  nearly  every  school  is  quite  well  sup- 
plied with  good  teachers  for  the  higher  classes,  while  very  few  have  first-rate 
teaching  ability  employed  in  the  more  primary  departments.  If  there  must 
be  discrimination,  it  certainly  should  be  in  favor  of  the  younger  and  least 
advanced  pupils.  A thorough  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  branches  to 
be  taught,  and  the  ability  to  teach  correctly  and  with  enthusiasm  and  tact, 
are  qualifications  required  in  all  teachers,  but  especially  in  those  who  would 
successfully  instruct  primary  classes.  If  younger  pupils  are  not  correctly 
taught  they  must,  at  a subsequent  period,  consume  much  valuable  time  in 
the  difficult  task  of  correcting  the  errors  imbibed  while  under  the  tuition 
of  a novice,  or  else  carry  with  them  through  life  the  evils  of  a faulty  edu- 
cation. It  is,  therefore,  of  first  importance  that  the  best  teaching  talent  be 
employed  to  instruct  children  while  receiving  their  earliest  lessons.  Until 
this  is  done  in  all  our  schools  and  homes  the  orphans  can  not  receive  the 
full  benefaction  which  the  State  designs  to  bestow,  and  for  which  she  makes 
ample  provision. 

Eighth.  The  importance  of  moral  and  religious  training  should  be  con- 
tinually emphasized.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  hand  be  skilled,  and  the  intellect 
disciplined  and  stored  with  knowdedge,  while  the  heart  is  left  uncultivated. 
The  cry  of  the  present  day,  heard  above  all  others,  going  up  from  the  social 
and  public  walks  of  life,  is  for  men  and  women  of  firm,  Christian  integrity. 
An  opportunity  rarely,  if  ever  before  offered,  is  now  presented.  Thousands 
of  the  youth  of  our  Commonwealth  are  placed  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  principals  of  our  schools  and  superintendents  of  our  homes.  A faith- 
ful discharge  of  duty,  during  the  years  when  the  foundation  of  character 
is  laid,  will  tell  powerfully  for  good  upon  the  destiny  of  these  thousands  of 
orphaned  children.  The  opportunity  must  not  be  lost. 

These  strictures  are  not  made  in  any  spirit  of  complaint.  The  orphan 
schools  are  doing  a great  and  good  work,  and  doing  it  well.  Already  hun- 
dreds of  youth,  who  have  shared  their  benefits  and  gone  forth  to  the  duties 
of  life,  owe  their  success  entirely  to  them.  Men  of  all  professions  and 
callings,  express  surprise  and  admiration  at  the  educational  facilities  and 
home  comforts  afforded  the  orphans.  But  notwithstanding  all  that  is  done, 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 


35 


it  should  be  the  desire  of  those  engaged  in  this  noble  work  to  discharge  the 
delicate  and  responsible  duty  imposed  upon  them  with  ever-increasing  effi- 
ciency and  fidelity ; and  that  this  may  be  the  case,  I have  specified  some  of 
the  improvements  which,  in  my  judgment,  ought  yet  to  be  made  in  our 
already  excellent  institutions. 

This  report,  perhaps,  can  not  be  more  appropriately  closed  than  by  assur- 
ing you  of  the  entire  confidence  which  those  who  are  in  charge  of  our  insti- 
tutions, as  well  as  the  public,  have  in  your  ability  and  fitness  to  superintend 
the  soldiers’  orphans’  schools  of  the  State ; that,  in  every  quarter,  there  is 
a disposition  to  fully  sustain  and  heartily  co-operate  with  you  in  your  new, 
broad  and  arduous  field  of  labor;  and  that  great  expectations  are  every- 
where justly  entertained  as  to  the  fruits  of  your  superintendency. 

C.  CORNFORTII, 
Inspector  and  Examiner. 


REPORT  OF  MRS.  E.  E.  HUTTER. 

To  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  General  Superintendent  of  the  Soldiers’  and 
Sailors’  Orphan  Schools  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

Dear  Sir: — In  presenting  to  3rou  this  report  of  my  last  year’s  official 
labors  in  the  work  of  visiting  and  inspecting  the  soldiers’  and  sailors’ 
orphan  schools,  a high  sense  of  gratitude  constrains  me,  at  the  outset,  to 
acknowledge  the  unabated  goodness  of  God,  in  having  continued  to  our  in- 
stitutions His  paternal  guardianship  during  another  year.  Other  most 
cherished  private  and  public  edifices  have  been  swept  by  consuming  fires, 
and  in  a few  hours  reduced  to  heaps  of  ashes.  But  the  destroying  enemy 
has  not  come  nigh  unto  any  of  our  homes  or  schools.  Nor  have  any  of 
them  been  assailed  by  dangerous  epidemical  diseases.  They  have  been  pre- 
served from  all  “ moving  accidents  by  field  and  flood” — from  “ the  pesti- 
lence that  walks  in  darkness,”  and  from  “ the  destruction  that  wastes  at 
noon-day.”  For  all  of  which  we  owe  the  Lord  thanks,  since  every  good 
and  perfect  gift  comes  from  Him , and  we  have  nothing,  of  which  He  is  not 
the  Giver. 

In  addition  to  these  strictly  providential  mercies,  our  institutions  rejoice, 
also,  in  the  continued  good  will  of  the  people  of  the  State  and  of  their 
representatives.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  liberal  appropriations  annually 
made  by  the  General  Assembly  to  their  support.  Institutions,  such  as 
ours,  under  God,  rest  exclusively  for  their  continuance  and  efficiency  on 
the  confidence  and  favor  of  the  people  and  their  representatives.  Much 
reason  for  thankfulness  have  we,  therefore,  in  the  fact,  that  our’s  continue 
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so  largely  to  commend  themselves  to  the  popular  approval.  Maj'  we  not 
say,  that  they  are  enthroned  in  the  very  hearts  of  the  people,  in  whose  be- 
half the  fathers  of  these  orphaned  children  sacrificed  their  lives.  So  long 
as  this  high  trust  is  faithfully  administered,  we  may  feel  assured  that  the 
necessary  support  will  be  cheerfully  granted. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

A kind  Providence  has  again  enabled  me,  during  the  past  year,  to  visit 
the  schools  at  least  twice,  and  some  of  them  four  and  live  times.  These 
visits  have  cost  me  in  the  aggregate  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand 
miles  of  travel.  When  it  is  called  to  mind,  that  the  schools  are  located 
east  and  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  some  of  them  fifteen  and  twenty 
miles  distant  from  the  nearest  railway  station,  and  that  these  latter  require 
to  be  reached  by  private  conveyance,  over  rough  and  mountainous  roads, 
and  often  during  the  most  inclement  seasons  of  the  jrnar,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  office  of  an  inspector  is  far  from  being  a sinecure. 

I do  not,  however,  complain  of  the  work,  for  it  has  its  ample  compensa- 
tion in  the  kindness  I have  uniformly  experienced  from  the  principals  and 
teachers,  and  especially  in  the  affectionate  relations  that  have  been  created 
between  the  children  and  myself.  I can  truly  affirm,  that  I cherish  for  all 
these  soldiers’  orphans  the  warmest  love , and  will  never  cease  to  feel  the 
deepest  interest  in  their  welfare.  I have  now  learned  to  know  them,  am 
familiar  with  much  of  their  history,  and  feel  bound  to  them  by  the  tenderest 
ties.  Many  of  the  fathers  it  was  my  privilege  to  have  met  in  Virginia, 
during  the  war,  whilst  tkejr  were  there  serving  in  the  army,  and,  after  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  it  ivas  my  melancholy  office  there  to  close  the  eyes  of 
not  a few  of  them  in  death.  Their  last  prayers  to  God  were  breathed  out 
in  behalf  of  their  children,  and  an  unspeakable  consolation  to  them  was  it, 
to  be  assured  by  me,  that  they  would,  unquestionably,  be  well  cared  for. 
This  assurance  the  State  is  happily  making  good,  and  a brighter  jewel  she 
boasts  not  in  her  crown  of  honor. 

During  some  of  my  official  visits  I was  accompanied  by  my  husband,  and 
also  by  my  personal  friends,  Miss  Adaline  Sager,  Miss  Louise  E.  Claghorn, 
Miss  Maggie  Smith,  Miss  Cordelia  Cavanaugh  and  Miss  Sallie  Scott,  who 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  schools.  Besides  the  work  of  inspection,  the 
presence  of  these  visitors  was  made  the  occasion  of  special  exercises,  con- 
sisting of  singing  and  recitations  by  the  children,  and  addresses  by  some 
of  the  visiting  party.  To  guard  against  misapprehension,  I deem  it  proper 
to  state,  that  my  visiting  companions  defrayed  their  own  expenses. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

To  sa}T  that  our  soldiers’  orphan  schools  are  perfect , would  be  to  claim 
for  them  a chimera  which  belongs  not  to  aught  of  earth,  but  is  found  alone 
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in  Heaven.  I do  claim  for  them,  however,  that  they  are  surely  and  steadily 
advancing  in  all  those  essential  elements  which  challenge  respect  and  ad- 
miration. And  I verily  believe  that  they  are  destined,  before  the  last  sol- 
dier’s orphan  will  have  been  educated,  to  attain  to  the  highest  degree  of 
excellence  among  our  educational  institutions.  Experience  will  enable  you 
gradually  to  correct  existing  defects,  and  to  form  the  most  judicious  plans 
for  engrafting  upon  them  all  needful  improvements.  The  principals,  as  a 
rule,  are  faithful  and  competent,  and  are  assisted  in  the  discharge  of  their 
responsible  duties  by  teachers  of  a like  character.  The  children,  with  few 
exceptions,  are  cleanly  in  their  habits,  orderly  in  their  behavior,  chaste  in 
conversation,  respectful  and  obedient  to  those  who  have  the  rule  over  them, 
and  are  animated  by  a laudable  ambition  to  excel  in  their  studies.  Whilst 
all  mere  sectarian  instruction  is  rightfully  ignored,  they  are,  nevertheless, 
sedulously  exhorted  to  “remember  their  Creator,  now , in  the  days  of  their 
youth , lest  the  evil  days  come,  and  the  years  draw  nigh,  when  they  shall 
say  they  have  no  pleasure  in  them.”  They  attend  Sunday  school  and  Divine 
worship,  held  either  in  the  school  building  or  in  some  proximate  house  of 
worship,  and  are  thus  brought  under  the  benign  influence  of  our  holy  Chris- 
tianity. This  fundamental  principle  of  life  is  sought  to  be  constantly  im- 
pressed upon  their  minds  and  hearts,  that  the  foundation  of  their  future 
usefulness  and  happiness  must  be  laid  in  their  own  good  character  and  con- 
duct, in  their  industry,  integrity  and  regular  attention  to  the  dates  of  their 
several  stations,  and  that  there  is  one  sphere  in  which  they  can  all  become 
benefactors  to  mankind,  namely,  by  each,  in  his  own  calling,  setting  a good 
example,  and  performing  his  part  in  life  worthily  and  honorably. 

Viewed  as  a whole,  I question  whether  a more  promising  assemblage  of 
children  can  anywhere  be  met  than  those  congregated  in  our  soldiers’  or- 
phan schools.  They  are  not  yet  altogether  what  they  ought  to  be,  of  course, 
and  not  what  I trust  and  believe,  under  your  efficient  administration,  they 
are  sure  to  become , but,  take  them  all  in  all,  I hold  they  will  compare  most 
favorably  with  any  equal  number  of  children,  found  in  any  of  our  common 
or  select  schools.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  from  these  schools  will  issue 
some  of  the  most  useful  and  honored  men  and  women  in  our  State  or  in 
the  land. 


THE  SCHOOL  EDIFICES. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  places  into  which  the  soldiers’  orphans  have 
been  gathered  were  selected  for  the  occasion,  and  that  the  State  did  not  feel 
itself  warranted  in  erecting  any  edifices.  Hence,  in  some  cases,  vacated 
academies  and  colleges  were  chosen  for  the  purpose,  which,  with  few  excep- 
tions, are  still  in  use.  Some  of  these  edifices  stand  greatly  in  need  of  re- 
pair, and  I suggest  that  the  principals  be  instructed  to  attend  to  this  duty 
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•without  delay.  The  school  buildings  should  all  be  warm,  clean  and  com- 
fortable, well  ventilated,  free  from  musty  walls  and  noxious  decaying  tim- 
ber’s, that  are  offensive  to  taste  and  smell  and  injurious  to  health.  Unless 
this  is  the  case.  I hold  that  it  is  impossible  to  bring  any  school  up  to  the 
proper  standard.  I never  fail  to  impress  these  view’s  upon  the  principals, 
and  was  happy  to  discover,  from  the  blank  reports  furnished  by  3’ou,  that 
you  also  regard  this  as  a matter  highly  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
schools. 

CLOTHING. 

Under  your  superintendence  an  important  change  has  been  wrought  in 
the  method  of  supplying  the  soldiers’  orphans  with  clothing.  This  work 
you  have  voluntarily  relinquished,  and  transferred  the  same  to  the  princi- 
pals, retaining  its  supervision  under  the  law.  From  my  first  connection 
with  these  schools,  I was  convinced  that  such  a change  w’ould  prove,  in 
every  w'a}7,  beneficial,  and  earnestly  urged  its  adoption.  I saw  that  it  was 
loudly  called  for  by  the  following  considerations: 

I.  The  supply  of  the  clothing,  to  my  mind,  belongs  to  the  principals , as 
much  so  as  the  supply  of  food,  fuel,  medicines,  bedding  or  the  means  of 
education.  And  if  we  have  confidence  that  they  will  discharge  these  latter 
trusts  well,  why  not  confide  to  them  also  the  first  named  ? 

II.  When  made  in  the  schools,  or  in  close  proximity  to  them,  the  cloth- 
ing will  necessarily  fit  better  than  w'hen  made  at  a distance. 

III.  It  will  be  furnished,  also,  with  more  promptness  and  despatch  when 
these  are  needed,  as  they  often  are. 

IV.  When  personal  interests  are  at  stake  in  its  preservation,  the  clothing 
will  be  better  cared  for  than  when  supplied  by  the  State. 

V.  The  making  of  the  clothing  in  the  schools  will  furnish  to  the  larger 
girls  facilities  for  advancing  themselves  in  sewing , which  may  prove  to 
them,  in  after-life,  a means  of  livelihood. 

VI.  It  will  create,  in  behalf  of  the  schools,  a local  sympathy  and  inter- 
est, a matter  of  no  small  importance  to  them,  by  affording  to  competent 
mechanics  in  the  towns  and  neighborhoods  of  their  location  remunerative 
employment. 

Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  since  you  have  introduced  this  change  to 
test  its  results.  I do  not  doubt,  however,  that  it  will  largely  conduce  to 
the  comfort  of  the  children,  improve  their  appearance  and  obviate  many 
complaints.  Whilst  it  is  by  no  means  desirable,  on  the  one  hand,  to  foster 
among  our  soldiers’  orphans  habits  of  extravagance  in  dress,  it  is  certainly 
due  to  them,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  be  clad  neatly  and  comfortably, 
being  alwaj’s  provided  writh  suitable  changes,  so  that  they  may  appear  in 
public  without  a blush  on  their  own  cheeks  or  on  those  who  have  them  in 
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charge.  This,  I regret  to  be  compelled  to  say,  has  not  always  been  the 
case.  I continue  to  plead,  most  anxiously,  as  I have  hitherto  uniformly 
done,  that  our  soldiers’  orphans  be  made  comfortable  in  their  clothing,  for 
■what  is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Whilst  in  some  of  the  schools  the  teaching  force  is  not  of  the  high  stand- 
ard that  is  desirable,  the  progress  of  the  children  in  mental  culture  is,  not- 
withstanding,  in  the  main,  quite  satisfactory.  Many  of  them  read,  write, 
compose  and  recite  admirably  well,  and  are  becoming  proficient,  also,  in 
geography,  grammar,  mental  and  written  arithmetic,  vocal  and  instrumental 
music,  and  others  of  the  more  advanced  branches.  I have,  however,  dis- 
covered that  in  the  anxiety  of  the  teachers  to  raise  the  children  in  the  ad- 
vanced classes  to  a high  degree  of  educational  excellence,  those  of  the  pri- 
mary classes  do  not  receive  an  equal  amount  of  care  and  attention.  This 
ought  not  so  to  be.  No  pains  should  be  spared  to  instruct  the  younger  chil- 
dren thoroughly  in  the  branches  adapted  to  their  capacit}7.  Their  ability 
to  learn  is  ofcen  far  beyond  that  for  which  we  give  them  credit,  and  no 
valid  reason  exists  why  they  should  be  regarded  less  the  subjects  of  the 
teacher’s  efforts  and  ambition  than  the  larger  children. 

Recommendation. — I deem  it  undesirable  to  keep  the  little  children  in 
school  during  as  many  hours  of  the  day  as  the  larger  ones.  They  require 
more  play  and  exercise,  and  cannot  so  well  endure  long  confinement.  I re- 
commend, also,  that  the  diplomas  }‘ou  are  preparing  for  graduates,  with 
which  the  children  are  so  well  pleased,  be  also  extended  to  those  that  have 
already  left  the  schools  with  honor. 

INDUSTRIAL. 

As  stated  in  my  last  year’s  report,  the  girls  are  exhibiting  a happj7  pro- 
ficiency in  those  departments  that  pertain  exclusively  to  themselves.  Many 
of  them  are  experts  with  the  needle.  They  sew,  knit  and  crochet,  and 
have  furnished  specimens  of  their  own  handi-work,  which  have  elicited  the 
warmest  encomiums  from  their  seniors  and  commanded  premiums  at  State 
and  county  fairs.  Instruction  in  housekeeping  is  also  imparted.  The  girls 
are  taught  to  bake,  wash  and  iron  and  perform  the  general  duties  pertain- 
ing to  successful  housewifery.  The  boys  are  taught  farming  and  various 
trades.  All  of  which  subserves  the  purpose  of  training  them  to  habits  of 
well-directed  industry.  Hence  th-  y are  not  impressed  with  the  erroneous 
idea  that  they  are  hereafter  to  be  mere  drones  in  the  busy  hive  of  society, 
but  are  taught  that  they  are  to  become  active  workers — a blessing  to  them- 
selves and  to  mankind. 

Recommendation. — I respectfully  suggest,  through  3*011,  to  the  Legisla- 
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ture,  that  those  boys  and  girls  among  our  soldiers’  orphans  who  evince  su- 
perior talent  in  this  direction,  be  placed  by  the  State  in  the  Normal  schools, 
there  to  be  qualified  as  teachers,,  which  would  be  to  them  and  to  others  an 
incalculable  blessing. 

SANITARY. 

The  health  of  our  soldiers’  orphans  is  remarkably  good,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  indication  that  they  are  receiving  proper  care  and  attention, 
are  provided  with  wholesome  food  in  proper  quantities,  avoiding  alike  both 
extremes  of  excess  and  parsimony,  and  that  they  are  allowed  sufficient  out- 
door exercise,  without  which  all  other  precautions  'would  be  futile.  Tho 
healthful  appearance  of  the  children,  indeed,  attracts  the  notice  of  all 
visitors  to  the  schools.  Said  one  of  the  friends,  who  accompanied  me  on 
some  of  my  visits,  “such  robust,  rosy-chceked  boys  and  girls,  I have  never 
before  seen  together.”  The  mention  of  this  fact  affords  me  unqualified 
pleasure,  for  the  reason,  that  I have  ever  been  strongly  averse  to  that  hot- 
house, high-pressure  system  of  education  in  vogue  in  some  schools,  which 
sacrifices  the  physical  energies  of  the  child  to  the  strained  and  premature 
development  of  the  intellect.  This  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  resemble 
the  over-loading  of  a vessel,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  certain  that 
it  must  sink  by  its  own  weight  before  its  voyage  has  been  half  concluded. 

Recommendation. — As  promotive  of  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  chil- 
dren, I recommend  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  tin-ware  on  the  dining 
tables,  and  the  substitution  of  white-ware.  Also,  the  use  of  table-cloths  in 
lieu  of  the  oilcloth  coverings,  employed  in  some  of  the  schools.  The  rea- 
sons of  these  preferences  are  too  obvious  to  need  elaboration. 

COLORED  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 

Extended  notices  of  the  colored  soldiers’ orphan  school,  located  at  Bridge- 
water,  Pa.,  having  previously  been  given,  a simple  reference  to  its  condi- 
tion may  suffice  in  my  present  report.  Some  such  special  notice,  however, 
seems  to  be  called  for  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only  school  of  its  kind.  The 
examination,  by  yourself,  in  July  last,  was  noticed  at  the  time  in  several 
of  the  Bucks  county  and  Philadelphia  newspapers,  by  correspondents  who 
were  present,  in  terms  of  warmest  commendation. 

These  orphans  of  our  colored  soldiers  are  demonstrating,  most  conclu- 
sively. the  capabilities  of  their  race  for  the  highest  moral  and  intellectual 
elevation,  and  that  to  attain  to  this  position  they  need  only  the  requisite 
means  and  opportunities,  as  the  lamented  Lincoln  so  forcibly  and  charac- 
teristically expressed  it : “ Fair  play  and  an  equal  chance  in  the  race  of  life.'’’ 
It  filled  the  hearts  of  the  Bridgewater  children  with  joy,  to  be  assured  byr 
you,  so  feelingly'  and  earnestly',  that,  under  your  administration,  these  op- 
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portunities  should  not  be  wanting,  and  that  in  their  struggles  for  advance- 
ment, so  far  as  depended  on  yourself,  they  should  have  an  equal  chance  with 
the  white  children.  To  the  warm  words  of  hope,  and  promise  and  encour- 
agement, you  then  addressed  to  them,  they  refer  with  heartfelt  joy,  and 
they  will  evidently  be  ever  treasured  by  them  in  grateful  remembrance. 

A HARDSHIP. 

The  clause  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  of  the  last  and  the  preceding 
j’ears,  which  prohibits  the  admission  of  any  soldiers’  orphan  on  the  State 
funds  under  eight  years  of  age,  operates  in  many  cases  as  a severe  hard- 
ship, to  an  extent  that  could  not  possibly  have  been  anticipated  by  the 
mover  or  by  those  that  voted  for  it.  A number  of  cases  have  come  under 
my  observation,  in  which  the  children  sought  to  be  admitted  had  attained 
only  to  the  ages  of  five,  six  or  seven  years.  The  mothers  were  in  very 
destitute  circumstances,  without  any  means  of  supporting  themselves  or 
their  offspring,  and  yet,  by  reason  of  this  anomalous  prohibition,  these 
children  could  not  be  received,  even  when  the  applications,  in  every  other 
respect,  came  fully  within  the  scope  and  cognizance  of  the  law,  and  were 
eminently  meritorious.  I sincerely  wish  the  Legislature  could  be  induced 
so  to  modifj''  this  prohibitory  clause  as  to  make  it  apply  only  to  children 
under  Jive  or  six  years  old. 

A GLANCE  AT  THE  FUTURE. 

Most  nobly  has  Pennsylvania  discharged  her  debt — a charity  it  is  not — 
to  the  orphan  children  of  her  fallen  heroes.  There  is  a period,  however, 
in  their  histonq  when  the  State  ceases  to  care  for  them,  and  when  they  be- 
come, like  others,  under  God,  the  architects  of  their  own  fame  and  fortune. 
The  law  fixes  this  period  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  To  this  age  some  hundreds 
have  already  attained.  They  are  no  longer  in  the  schools,  but  are  engaged 
in  life’s  duties  and  activities  elsewhere.  Many  others  are  fast  approaching 
that  age,  and  will  soon  have  to  follow,  and  for  them  we  cannot  fail  to  cher- 
ish the  warmest  solicitude. 

During  one  of  my  recent  visits  to  one  of  our  western  schools — the  one 
at  Uniontowa — I was  rejoiced  to  learn  that  a wealthy  philanthropic  gentle- 
man of  that  town  had  set  apart  ten  thousand  dollars  as  a fund  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  children  of  that  school,  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
be  honorably  discharged,  in  such  sums  as  he  and  the  principal  shall  deter- 
mine, to  be  apportioned  according  to  merit.  These  sums  will  give  the 
recipients  a starting-point  in  life.  This  truly  patriotic  and  praise-worthy 
example  is  creditable  both  to  the  head  and  heart  of  the  gentleman  referred 
to,  and  I sincerely  trust  that  it  may  find  many  imitators  among  those  whom 
God  has  blessed  with  an  abundance  of  this  world’s  goods. 

o 
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CONCLUSION. 

It  augurs  favorably  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  soldiers’  orphan 
schools,  that  their  administration  has  been  confided  to  one  so  eminently 
fitted  by  learning,  experience,  and  every  other  needed  qualification,  as  your- 
self. Wherever  you  have  gone,  principals,  teachers  and  pupils  have  derived 
from  your  presence,  your  words  and  works,  fresh  stimulus  and  encourage- 
ment. And  if  to  these  we  add  the  steadfast  and  devoted  friendship  of  His 
Excellency,  Governor  Geary,  for  the  orphans  of  his  fallen  fellow-soldiers, 
we  cannot  but  feel  assured  that  by  the  superadded  Divine  blessing  these 
schools  and  homes  will  become  more  and  more  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
our  great  and  noble  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  E.  HUTTER, 

Lady  Inspector  and  Examiner  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 


REPORTS  OF  TIT  E 


PRINCIPALS. 


ANDERSONBURG — M.  Motzer,  Principal. 

During  the  last  year  the  children,  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  have 
made  rapid  improvement  in  all  their  studies,  and  have  also  improved  much 
in  their  manners  and  general  deportment  in  and  out  of  the  school  room. 
Their  deportment  in  the  school  room,  as  well  as  the  deep  interest  the}'  mani- 
fest when  any  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  preaching  to  them,  are  remarked 
by  strangers  and  neighbors  as  most  gratifying  and  exemplary.  During  the 
last  year  we  had  preaching  in  the  school  room  twice  a month  and  sometimes 
oftener.  They  also  manifest  much  interest  in  the  Sabbath  school  and  the 
reading  of  their  Sabbath  school  library  books.  I have  purchased  for  them 
two  libraries,  the  first  one  costing  $20,  and  the  second  one,  which  I purchased 
during  the  last  year,  costing  $100. 

The  work  done  by  the  pupils  during  the  two  hours  detail  has,  as  yet,  not 
amounted  to  very  much.  But  at  the  same  time  particular  attention  has 
been  paid  to  their  education  in  habits  of  industry. 
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BRIDGEWATER — James  Stitzer,  Principal. 

On  my  assuming  charge  of  the  school,  the  moral  and  physical  standard 
of  the  children  was  so  low  that  some  months  of  special  training  in  these 
was  necessary  before  any  great  mental  work  was  accomplished  ; still,  though 
at  the  examination  of  1S70  the  highest  grade  was  the  fourth,  there  had  been 
a marked  improvement.  This  has  been  still  more  apparent  during  the  last 
year.  The  pupils,  as  a general  rule,  entered  upon  their  studies  with  inter- 
est, aud  while  the  school  advanced  one  grade  many  of  the  pupils  advanced 
two. 

The  year  upon  which  we  have  now  entered  is  even  more  promising.  Gen- 
eral good  health  and  good  feeling  prevail  throughout  the  institution.  Our 
mark  for  the  close  of  the  present  term  is  pretty  high ; still  the  prospects 
are  that  we  will  attain  to  it. 

As  regards  out-door  deportment,  our  children  have  made  commendable 
progress ; they  have  greatly  improved  in  their  habits  of  cleanliness,  and  are 
more  tidy  and  correct  in  dress  and  more  reliable  and  neat  in  their  work. 

We  have  thirteen  and  a-half  acres  of  land  connected  with  the  institution, 
eight  acres  of  which  we  use  for  raising  vegetables,  such  as  peas,  beans,  cab- 
bage, lettuce,  beets,  onions,  tomatoes,  potatoes,  turnips,  corn,  &c.  Of  these 
we  have  an  abundant  crop  this  season,  fully  as  much  as  we  are  able  to 
consume. 


CASSYILLE — A.  L.  Guss,  Principal. 

The  corps  of  teachers  has  been  full,  this  being  the  only  school  of  the 
kind  in  the  State,  where  seven  teachers  are  employed.  In  addition  to  the 
branches  usually  taught  in  soldiers’  orphans’  schools,  a special  teacher  has 
been  provided  for  music  and  drawing;  thus  wre  have  combined  the  useful 
and  the  ornamental. 

The  disciplining  of  the  school  has  been  comparatively  easju  We  are 
happy  to  state  that  there  have  been  no  extreme  cases  of  insubordination  to 
lawful  authority.  Taken  as  a whole  the  school  has  been  highly  successful 
during  the  past  J’ear,  and  we  humbly  trust  has  been  the  means  of  much  good 
to  all  connected  with  it. 

In  connection  with  the  domestic  department  we  may  especially  mention 
the  farm.  This  is  the  principal  scene  of  the  boys’  detail  labors,  and  is,  in- 
deed, no  small  item  in  our  household  economy.  It  is  under  the  care  of  a 
faithful  and  experienced  superintendent,  and  after  a great  deal  of  labor  has 
been  made  quite  productive.  All  our  vegetables  are  supplied  by  it,  besides 
a considerable  quantity  of  wheat,  corn,  oats  and  haj  every  year.  Its  pro- 
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ducts  this  season  have  fully  reached  in  value  the  sum  of  $1,500.  A team  of 
four  horses  is  kept  in  connection  with  the  farm,  to  do  such  work  as  may  be 
needed  there,  and  also  to  do  the  hauling  of  the  institution.  Owing  to  the 
extreme  dryness  of  the  season  a scarcity  of  water  in  our  spring  on  the 
mountain,  which  feeds  the  pipes,  has  somewThat  perplexed  our  household  ar- 
rangements for  a few  weeks.  This  deficiency,  however,  is  supplied  at  the 
expense  of  a little  extra  labor  on  the  part  of  our  boys,  from  the  excellent 
spring  in  our  yard.  This  trouble  will  not  last  longer  than  until  the  fall 
rains  set  in,  when,  we  hope,  our  water  will  be  plenty  as  ever. 

Quite  a number  of  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  past  year, 
which  add  very  materially  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  all  parties,  as 
well  as  some  intended  to  gratify  a taste  for  the  beautiful.  A considerable 
addition  has  been  made  to  the  dwelling  house,  at  a cost  of  not  less  than 
$1,200.  This  addition  is  used  as  a dormitory  for  the  boys  and  girls,  giving 
to  both  sexes  more  spacious,  better  ventilated  and  healthier  sleeping  apart- 
ments. A large  and  convenient  building  has  just  been  erected  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  wood-house,  coal-house,  tool  and  carpenter  shop.  The  yard 
also  has  been  tastefully  decorated  with  ornamental  and  shade  trees,  and 
three  running  fountains  of  varied  and  beautiful  design  have  been  set  up  in 
different  parts  of  the  yard  ; also  a lot  of  flower  vases,  and  beautiful  statu- 
ary adorn  the  grounds,  the  whole  provided  at  an  expense  of  not  less  than 
$1,Q00.  A cosy  and  comfortable  reading  room,  graced  by  a large  and  ex- 
pensive cabinet  containing  an  interesting  collection  of  war  velics,  and  min- 
eral specimens  from  different  parts  of  Wisconsin  and  the  Rocky  mountains, 
has  just  been  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  the  school.  Its  files  will  contain  from 
sixteen  to  twenty  different  newspapers,  among  which  are  two  dailies,  be- 
sides about  the  same  number  of  periodicals  and  Sunday  school  papers. 
This  will  afford  rare  advantages  for  gaining  general  and  useful  knowledge. 
In  the  nineteenth  century  a newspaper  education  is  an  essential  part  of 
every  child’s  training. 

Besides  the  branches  formerly  taught  here  we  have  added  to  our  course 
natural  philosophy,  (Steele’s,)  composition  and  rhetoric,  (Hart’s.)  and 
Latin  grammar,  (Harkness’.)  This  has  been  done  at  a considerable  ex- 
pense, but  we  feel  assured  that  the  result  will  justify  it. 

By  the  Cth  of  November  next  we  shall  have  completed  our  sixth  year  as 
an  organized  soldiers’  orphan  school.  We  propose,  on  that  da}',  to  hold  a 
grand  re-union,  having  invited  all  those  w'ho  have  passed  the  age  of  sixteen 
at  this  school,  whose  number  has  now  reached  149,  to  be  with  us  on  that 
occasion,  as  you  already  know. 
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CHESTER  SPRINGS.— W.  E.  Caveny,  Principal. 

Educational. — In  the  school  proper  seven  teachers — one  principal  and 
six  assistants — have  been  employed  for  from  220  to  230  pupils.  This  was 
found  to  be  more  than  enough.  Selections  for  these  important  positions 
have  been  most  carefully  made,  each  teacher  having  to  furnish  good,  reli- 
able reference  as  to  fitness  and  moral  standing.  With  these  very  encourag- 
ing prospects,  and  the  assistance  I believe  to  be  so  readily  obtained  from 
the  Superintendent  and  his  co-workers,  I hope  to  attain  to  the  very  highest 
educational  standing  possible. 

Industrial I think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  these  children 

should  be  brought  up  to  industrial  habits.  The  two  hours’  work  required 
fits  them  for,  and  makes  more  pleasant,  the  duties  of  the  school.  Just 
what  kind  of  work,  and  how  to  arrange  that  it  may  be  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  pupils,  has  exercised  the  minds  of  all  having  this  care.  The  winter 
season  is  attended  with  more  difficulty,  especially  with  the  boys,  than  any 
other  part  of  the  year.  The  great  amount  of  work  on  the  farm,  in  the 
garden,  on  the  walks  around  the  buildings  in  the  open  seasons,  furnishes 
sufficient  work  to  keep  them  busy.  But  I would  not  say  it  was  the  wisest 
plan  to  keep  them  busy  without  some  particular  object.  This  keeping  busy 
will  teach  them  industrial  habits,  but  with  a fearful  propensity  to  tinker — 
to  become  masters  of  nothing.  With  more  liberal  appropriations  for  indi- 
vidual children,  or  for  this  purpose  alone,  trades  might  and  should  be 
taught.  If  it  is  economy  and  just  to  instruct  these  orphaned  boj-s  and 
girls,  it  is  economy  and  just  to  do  it  well. 

Clothing. — The  children  have  been  poorly  clad.  Having  had,  at  anj-  one 
time,  only  sufficient  to  cover  their  nakedness;  and  on  account  of  the  un- 
settled state  about  the  time  of  the  resignation  of  your  predecessor,  not 
receiving  any  clothing,  nor  knowing  whether  proper  to  make  purchases, 
the  pupils  were  permitted  to  go  to  their  homes,  for  the  summer  vacation, 
more  shabbily  attired  than  at  former  vacations.  The  wise  action  taken  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  prompted  by  your  suggestion,  placing 
the  purchasing  of  clothing  in  the  hands  of  the  principals,  will  certainly 
work  to  the  advantage  of  these  wards.  Knowing  their  wants  from  daily 
contact,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  that  judicious  expenditures  for  articles 
most  needed  will  follow.  And  the  pleasant  competition  between  the  schools 
must  necessarily  be  advantageous.  In  my  next  annual  report  I expect  to 
be  able  to  rgcord  even  greater  results  than  my  most  sanguine  anticipations 
will  now  allow. 

Moral  Status. — I have  a great,  as  well  as  a just,  pride  in  making  mention 
of  the  standard  attained  by  the  children  in  morals.  They  have  come  to 
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look  upon  the  religious  services  of  the  school  more  as  a privilege  and  a 
pleasure  than  as  obligatory  duties.  The  week-day  morning  and  evening 
devotions  are  attended  b}7  all.  They  are  most  respectful  during  these  sol- 
emn hours.  Besides  the  church  privileges,  I have  a well  organized  Sabbath 
school.  The  principal  superintends  the  school,  but  the  classes  are  mostly 
taught  by  members  of  the  several  churches  in  the  neighborhood,  not  in  con- 
nection with  the  day  school.  Every  week  the  children  assemble  themselves 
together  for  prayer.  Their  prayer  meetings  are  led  and  participated  in  by 
the  pupils.  The  teachers  and  employees  are  always  in  attendance,  and  take 
an  active  part  in  these  interesting  meetings.  I have  evidence  of  manj7 — 
some  the  most  unpromising,  even  refractory — of  the  children  being  led  to 
a saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  by  the  instruments  thus  used.  May  God 
in  His  inlinite  goodness  bring  all  to  see  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

General  Improvements . — There  has  been  a constant  effort  not  only  to 
improve  in  appearances,  but  to  make  substantial  additions.  In  this,  as  in 
everything  else,  I have  endeavored  to  inculcate  principles  of  economy  and 
carefulness  b}7  avoiding  unnecessary  expense  and  using  the  means  at  hand 
for  improvements.  On  the  farm,  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  way 
of  fences  built,  ditches  dug  and  tiled,  ground — that  had  been  idle  for  years — 
broken  and  used,  trees  planted,  walks  laid  out,  &c. 

The  buildings,  being  old  and  much  dilapidated,  have  undergone  many 
repairs.  Externally  they  have  been  re-washed  and  painted ; floors  have 
been  re-laid  on  the  porches,  promenades  and  in  many  rooms  and  halls ; 
sash  and  glass  have  been  re-placed ; shutters  have  been  repaired.  Inter- 
nally I have  aimed  to  make  everything  comfortable,  and  pleasant,  and  in- 
structive— to  make  this  in  rcalitj7  a home  that  the  children  may  love. 


DAYTON. — James  E.  Dodds,  Principal. 

There  seems  to  be  nothing  material  or  special  to  note  concerning  the 
working  of  the  school  during  the  year.  It  seems  to  have  pursued  “the  even 
tenor  of  its  way,”  without  an}7  serious  or  important  events  breaking  in  upon 
it  to  disturb  or  agitate  the  quiet  flow  of  its  progress.  There  was  no  serious 
sickness ; no  change  in  its  corps  of  teachers  ; and  in  its  educational  depart- 
ment the  chief  characteristic  w7as  a steady  endeavor  to  reach  a proper 
standard  in  the  several  grades. 

A Sabbath  school  was  in  successful  operation,  dispensing  its  usual  salu- 
tary influences  in  giving  a healthy  moral  tone  to  the  expanding  minds  of 
the  children,  and  moulding  them  to  forms  of  godliness.  A large  majorit}7 
of  the  children  have  access  to  the  churches  whose  faith  their  fathers  pro- 
fessed, and  everything  seems  to  have  been  pleasant  and  prosperous. 
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The  condition  of  the  school,  at  present,  as  far  as  I can  judge,  is  favorable. 
Notwithstanding  the  change  of  principals  and  a majority  of  the  teach- 
ers and  employees,  the  great  increase  in  number  through  the  admission,  on 
order  and  transfer,  of  over  fifty  children,  and  the  great  difficulties  we  had 
to  contend  with  in  the  re-organization  of  the  school,  and  making  the  neces- 
sary improvements  and  additions  to  accommodate  comfortably  so  great  a 
number — a work  which  I had  to  begin  only  a few  days  previous  to  the  re* 
turn  of  the  children — yet  they  have  gone  to  work  with  apparent  assiduity 
and  interest,  and  things  look  hopeful  and  encouraging. 


HARFORD— II.  S.  Sweet,  Principal. 

Industrial. — All  of  our  pupils  attend  school  six  hours  and  labor  two  hours 
each  day.  School  commences  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning.  All  attend 
devotional  exercises,  after  which  one-fourth  are  excused  from  the  school 
room  and  report  to  their  several  details  of  labor.  At  ten  this  division  re- 
ports to  the  school  room,  while  a second  division  is  excused  to  labor  until 
twelve.  The  remaining  two  divisions  labor  in  the  afternoon  ; one  from  one 
to  three  and  the  other  from  three  to  five  o’clock.  There  are  five  details  of 
labor  for  girls,  with  a proper  person  at  the  head  of  each  to  direct  the  labor. 
The  departments  are  kitchen,  dining-room,  dormitories,  sewing-room  and 
laundry.  The  details  are  so  arranged  that  not  less  than  two  girls  are  at 
work  in  each  of  these  departments  during  the  day.  The  details  change 
every  week.  Each  girl  works  in  the  sewing-room  the  last  three  months  pro, 
vious  to  her  discharge,  where  special  pains  are  taken  to  teach  her  how  to 
cut  and  make  her  own  clothing.  The  boys  have  several  chore  details,  and 
those  not  on  such  detail  report  to  the  farmer. 

All  seem  to  regard  the  labor  the}'  have  to  perform  at  the  school  as  a plea- 
sure and  not  a burden,  and  look  upon  those  who  direct  their  labor  as  teach- 
ers, and  show  a willingness  to  obey  them  ; but  very  few  reports  having  been 
made  for  any  acts  of  disobedience.  All  the  clothing  for  the  girls,  and  a 
part  of  the  boys’  clothing,  is  made  at  the  school  by  the  sewing  superintend- 
ent and  her  assistant,  with  the  help  of  the  girls  when  on  detail.  Our  boys 
work  mostly  on  the  farm,  and  the  estimated  value  of  such  labor  is  found 
on  another  sheet. 

Educational. — Our  school  is  graded,  the  first  being  the  lowest  grade  and 
the  eighth  being  the  highest.  An  examination  is  held  by  the  principal,  as- 
sisted by  the  teachers  of  the  school,  once  each  month,  and  such  promotions 
are  made  as  are  found  advisable.  Our  pupils  manifest  a lively  interest  in 
their  studies,  and  seem  anxious  to  excel  in  their  branches  of  study.  A few 
of  our  girls  have  received  a good  provisional  certificate  from  the  superin- 
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tendent  of  the  schools  of  our  count}’,  and  have  engaged  in  teaching  with 
good  results. 

Pupils  discharged  on  age,  and  in  the  eighth  grade  at  the  time,  are  pre- 
pared to  fill  useful  places,  having  a thorough  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  ge- 
ography and  history  of  the  United  States,  and  made  considerable  progress 
in  English  grammar,  algebra,  natural  philosophy,  physiology,  penmanship 
and  book-keeping;  and  all  discharged  on  age  during  the  past  year  have 
good  homes,  and  are  doing  well  without  a single  exception. 


LINCOLN  INSTITUTION — M.  A.  Davis,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Buildings. — Since  January  1,  1871,  the  buildings  of  the  institution  have 
been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a four-story  building,  30  feet  deep,  appro- 
priated to  a reading  room,  nursery,  new  clothes  room  and  laundry  and  dry- 
ing room,  at  the  cost  of  nearly  $5,000,  all  of  which  has  been  paid,  the  mo- 
ney being  contributed  from  the  private  funds  of  the  managers,  counsellors 
and  their  friends.  This  makes  the  total  cost  of  buildings  and  grounds 
$62,960  85,  all  voluntary  contributions,  and  completes  the  requirements 
necessary  for  the  successful  working  out  of  the  objects  of  the  insti- 
tution. It  would  be  well  to  add,  also,  that  $16,449  10  besides  has  been  con- 
tributed towards  the  support  of  the  institution,  independent  of  the  State 
appropriation. 

Educational. — The  educational  department  has  steadily  increased  in  order, 
and  very  marked  improvement  is  visible  in  the  attainments  of  the  pupils. 
The  discipline  is  most  excellent. 

Industrial. — In  the  industrial  department  there  is  also  a great  improve- 
ment. The  employers  of  the  boys  seldom  have  complaints  to  make,  and 
the  boys  themselves  seem  to  take  great  pride  and  interest  in  their  vocations. 
We  deem  this  a most  important  and  telling  part  in  our  system,  inasmuch 
as  it  fits  them  for  a successful  contact  with  the  world,  and  furnishes  them 
with  the  means  of  making  an  independent  livelihood. 

The  younger  children  are  progressing  rapidly  in  education,  and  the  mana- 
gers’ watchful  care  over  their  religious  and  moral  training  is  telling  upon 
their  characters  as  they  advance  in  years.  We  aim  to  make  our  household 
a happy  and  loving  one  ; in  a word,  a “Christian  home” — a home  in  the  high- 
est sense,  where  every  child’s  individuality  is  respected  and  sympathized 
with.  The  managers  feel  their  responsibility  not  only  to  the  State,  but  to 
Him  who  has  declared  the  test  of  the  last  great  day  shall  be,  “Inasmuch 
as  ye  have  done  it  unto  tne  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me  and 
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seeing  His  humanity  reflected  in  every  child,  they  desire  to  feel  they  have 
an  individual  care  over  them,  and  that  they  are  their  loving  friends  in  whom 
they  can  confide  their  troubles  and  tell  their  joys. 


MANSFIELD — F.  A.  Allen,  Principal. 

Improvements. — Many  difficulties  which  we  had  to  encounter  during  the 
first  years  of  our  work  have  been  removed.  Suitable  additions  have  been 
made  to  our  buildings,  vrhich  enable  us  now  properly  to  grade  and  classify 
the  pupils.  School  furniture,  suitable  to  the  wants  of  each  grade,  has  been 
procured.  In  short,  so  far  as  our  fixtures  are  concerned,  we  feel  confident 
that,  in  comparison  with  other  similar  institutions,  ours  would  be  marked, 
at  least,  fair. 

Health  and  Clothing. — The  health  of  the  school  has  been  uniformly  good 
throughout  the  year.  Owing  to  circumstances  beyond  our  control  the  gen- 
eral appearance  of  our  children,  so  far  as  clothing  is  concerned,  has  not  been 
such  as  wxe  desired,  though  it  has  been  as  good  as  the  average  of  children 
about  them. 

Employment. — We  have  no  trouble  in  finding  suitable  employment  for 
girls,  but  it  has  been,  and  doubtless  will  be,  difficult  to  give  profitable  em- 
ployment, of  a proper  character,  for  our  boys.  We  have  investigated,  to 
quite  an  extent,  the  matter  of  trades  for  our  boys.  But  in  nearly  every 
trade  machinery  is  required,  w'hicli  is  too  expensive  for  the  means  at  hand  ; 
and  further,  a limited  amount  of  machinery  gives  employment  to  but  few 
boys.  We  have,  after  mature  deliberation,  forced  upon  us  from  necessity, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  as  the  children  go  out  from  schools  at  sixteen 
years  of  age,  our  aim  should  be  to  inculcate  habits  of  industry  in  the  gen- 
eral work  connected  with  the  home , and  in  such  general  farm  work  and  du- 
ties as  pertain  to  the  raising  of  our  own  vegetables,  and  the  care  of  stock. 
To  this  end,  for  our  future  operations,  we  have  secured  laud  sufficient  to 
supply  our  wants. 

School  Boom  Work. — We  have  deviated  somewhat  from  the  former  pre- 
scribed course  and  line  of  study.  In  this  brief  report  it  is  impossible  to 
do  more  than  outline  the  plan  adopted  near  the  close  of  the  last  year,  and 
to  be  vigorously  pursued  during  the  years  to  come.  The  course  of  study 
is  classified  under  three  heads,  viz : Language , mathematics  and  science. 
Every  pupil  in  the  school  has  a lesson  in  some  one  of  the  branches  included 
under  these  heads,  thus  giving  three  daily  studies.  The  grading  of  the 
pupils  is  based  upon  the  assumed  facts  that  school  life  divides  itself  into 
the  two  periods  of  the  how  and  the  why.  or  facts  and  philosophy.  During 
the  how  period,  facts , tables  and  formulas  are  given.  These  are  impressed 
4 Sol.  Orph. 
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upon  the  pupils’  memories.  In  the  more  advanced  or  philosophical  period, 
principles  are  taught.  Having  no  hooks  properly  adapted  to  this  condition 
of  things,  instruction  is  mainly  given  in  oral  lessons,  to  be  examined,  wrought 
out  and  written  out  as  a part  of  subsequent  lessons.  Pupils  are  thus  re- 
quired to  use  daily,  and  almost  constantly,  paper  and  pencil.  The  advance- 
ment made  by  the  pupils  under  this  system  is  truly  surprising.  The  ra- 
pidity and  correctness  with  which  letters,  compositions  and  business  forms 
are  drawn  out  in  daily  exercises  are  gratifying  results,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  The  universal  testimony  of  all  teachers  connected  with  the  school  is, 
that  the  pupils  are  far  more  interested  in  their  studies,  and  do  far  more 
work  in  the  school  room  than  formerly.  The  sitting  rooms  of  both  boys  and 
girls  are  supplied  with  the  leading  periodicals  of  the  day,  and  a few  well 
chosen  books.  Our  children  are  decided  readers. 

Moral  Instruction. — I need  hardly  say  more  under  this  head  than  state, 
simply  the  fact,  that  every  teacher  connected  with  the  institution  is  an  earn- 
est praying  teacher,  intensely  devoted  to  the  work,  and  choosing  this  field  in 
preference  to  others,  because  it  offers  better  opportunities  for  doing  purely 
missionary  work. 

Conduct  and  Deportment  of  the  Children. — This  is  not  onty  satisfactory 
to  us,  but  a subject  of  remark  and  commendation  by  nearly  every  one  that 
visits  us,  and  especially  so  by  those  who  come  in  daily  contact  with  them. 
It  has  been  the  aim  and  purpose  of  every  one  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion to  impart  to  every  child  a high  moral  tone,  and  a deep  sense  of  honor 
and  manly  and  womanly  pride. 


M’ALISTERYILLE. — J.  H.  Smith,  Principal. 

Industrial. — The  industrial  departments  have,  by  careful  management, 
reached  a commendable  standing.  All  the  clothing  worn  by  the  children 
since  the  establishment  of  the  school,  with  the  exception  of  shoes,  hats 
and  part  of  the  stockings,  were  made  in  the  institution,  the  children  doing 
a good  share  of  the  sewing  and  knitting.  Quite  a number  of  the  girls 
have  become  expert  operators  on  the  sewing  machines,  besides  being  profi- 
cient with  the  needle. 

The  cultivation  of  twenty-eight  acres  of  ground,  mostly  in  vegetables,  the 
planting  and  care  of  several  hundred  peach  trees,  and  the  care  of  a very 
fine  lot  of  grapes  and  other  fruit,  constituted  the  principal  work  of  the  boys. 
A number  of  the  boys  manifest  considerable  mechanical  skill,  and  would, 
no  doubt,  make 'fair  mechanics  by  the  time  they  leave  school  at  sixteen,  if 
opportunities  could  be  given  to  teach  them  trades.  The  improvements 
made  consist  of  the  laying  of  an  excellent  pavement  from  fourteen  to  six- 
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teen  feet  wide,  entirely  around  the  new  building  and  to  out-buildings,  and 
the  planting  of  a number  of  fruit  trees  and  shrubbery. 

The  death  of  our  friend  and  principal  teacher,  W.  C.  B.  Miller,  has  caused 
a vacancy  in  the  school  department,  which  I have  been  filling  since  this  sad 
occurrence.  We  deeply  regret  the  loss  of  so  earnest  and  energetic  a laborer 
as  our  deceased  friend  was,  and  earnestly  hope  we  may  succeed  in  making 
a wise  choice  in  selecting  a successor. 

This  institution  was  started  in  18G4,  in  the  building  known  as  the  M’Al- 
isterville  academy.  This  proving  too  small  an  additional  building  of  much 
larger  dimensions,  built  of  brick  manufactured  of  materials  hauled  and 
handled  largely  by  the  boys  of  the  school,  was  erected,  the  corner-stone 
having  been  laid  July  20,  I8G6.  This  was  supplied  with  water  by  a hy- 
draulic ram,  surrounded  with  a large  yard,  well  supplied  with  shrubbery 
and  fruit  trees,  and  otherwise  rendered  convenient,  comfortable  and  attrac- 
tive. The  two  buildings,  with  their  out-buildings,  now  furnish  the  pupils  of 
the  school  good  and  agreeable  home  accommodations  and  surroundings. 

The  children  have  steadily  grown  in  character,  habits  and  scholarship, 
until  they  are  now  taught  in  it  all  the  branches  of  a good  English  education. 


MOUNT  JOY. — Jesse  Kennedy,  Principal. 

Buildings. — The  main  building,  including  wings,  is  100  feet  front  and  75 
feet  deep,  and  is  four  stories  high,  including  basement.  The  roof  is  slate, 
except  the  wings,  which  are  covered  with  tin  and  gravel.  The  building  is 
heated  by  Sanford  heaters,  and  is  well  ventilated.  The  cooking  apartment, 
the  laundry  and  the  bath  rooms  are  well  furnished  with  modern  furnitune. 
There  are  also  two  medium-sized  play  houses,  one  for  the  boys,  the  other 
for  the  girls.  Each  is  well  ventilated. 

Land. — There  are  about  sixteen  acres  of  land  of  superior  quality  and 
cultivation  in  connection  with  the  school.  The  total  investment  in  build- 
ings and  land  is  about  $20,000. 

School  Furniture. — We  have  Buskin’s  patent  desks,  two  sets  of  out-line 
maps — “ Pelton’s  old  ” and  “ Mitchell’s  new” — a magnetic  globe,  physio- 
logical charts,  sixty-five  yards  of  black-board,  a library,  mottoes,  window 
blinds,  &c.,  &c. 

Physical. — We  have  adopted  the  following  plan  to  improve  and  preserve 
the  health  of  the  pupils : Retire  at  8 P.  M.  and  rise  at  5 A.  M.,  the  year 
round  ; daily  inspection  at  5.30  A.  M. ; calisthenics,  5.45  A.  M.,  and  drill 
or  dress  parade  during  summer  at  6.30  P.  M.  We  have  stated  periods  fox- 
meals,  and  allow  thirty  minutes  for  each  meal.  The  school  is  divided  into 
four  divisions,  each  of  which  is  on  detail  for  two  hours  during  the  day  to 
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irerform  manual  labor.  We  will  designate  the  kind  of  labor  under  a sub- 
sequent head.  Physiology  is  made  a speciality  in  both  theory  and  practice. 

Intellectual. — Scholars  have  been  taught  to  think  for  themselves,  for  the 
mind  which  flows  but  in  the  channel  cut  by  another  is,  after  all,  not  to  be 
envied.  They  have  been  taught  to  reason  from  the  known  to  the  unknown, 
and  very  frequent^  by  means  of  familiar  illustrations.  Lessons  have 
been  outlined  whenever  subjects  admitted  it,  and  the  scholars  have  been 
required  to  copy,  commit  and  re-produce  them.  Various  methods  have 
been  resorted  to  in  recitations,  but  the  “topic”  method  seemed  to  be  the  one 
generally  adopted.  It  is  an  admirable  method  to  lead  pupils  to  think  in- 
dependently. The  higher  classes  have  full  sets  of  outlines  in  algebra,  ge- 
ometry, grammar,  physical  geography,  physiology,  natural  philosophy,  &c. 

Vocal  Music. — The  rudiments  of  vocal  music  have  been  taught  by  the 
principal  teacher,  who  has  taught  vocal  music  with  great  success  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  says  for  aptitude  he  never  had  a class  to  excel  the 
one  at  the  Mount  Joy  Soldiers’  Orphan  school.  He  thinks  they  can  sing 
any  ordinary  piece  of  music  on  “first  sight.” 

Kind  of  Training. — The  training  is  thoroughly  normal  in  its  character, 
and  why  should  it  not  be,  when  the  teachers  are  all  experienced  and  quali- 
fied, and  the  two  principal  ones  graduates  of  State  Normal  schools?  The 
one,  Mr.  J.  M.  Gable,  of  Millersville,  Pa.,  and  the  other,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  of 
Westfield,  Mass. 

Morals. — We  have  Sabbath  school  between  three  and  four  o’clock  every 
Sabbath  afternoon.  Worship,  consisting  of  singing,  reading  of  Scripture 
and  prayer  every  morning  and  evening;  these  constitute  the  regular  lessons 
in  moral  instruction.  But  we  endeavor  on  all  appropriate  occasions  to  in- 
still moral  principles,  knowing  that  moral  lessons,  when  imparted  at  stated 
periods,  will  often  be  regarded  as  merely  intellectual.  We  have,  therefore, 
incidental  moral  lectures  by  principal,  teachers,  preachers,  &c.  But  the 
frequent  dropping  of  seeds  in  the  class-rooms,  by  the  teachers,  on  appro- 
priate occasions  is.  in  my  estimation,  'far  more  productive  of  good  than  all 
the  other  agencies  combined. 

Societies. — To  develop  their  literary  taste  and  gain  knowledge,  the  larger 
scholars  have  organized  themselv.es  into  a literary  society — the  “Worth- 
ington Literary  Society  and  Library  Association.”  This  society  has  proven 
to  be  a success;  they  have  now  in  their  library  about  two  hundred  choice 
new  books. 

About  twenty  of  the  girls  have  organized  themselves  into  a sewing,  cro- 
cheting, &c.,  circle — the  “Misses  Kennedy-Gable  Sewing,  Croeheting,  &c., 
Circle ;”  and  about  fifteen  of  the  most  advanced  boys  have  organized  them- 
selves into  a reading  circle — the  “ Kennedy-Wickersham  Reading  Circle.” 
Both  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  but  are  destined  to  instill  much  of  the  useful, 
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the  beautiful,  the  true  and  the  good.  Each  of  these  circles  solicited  means 
of  parties  in  school  and  town  to  subscribe  for  a number  of  periodicals, 
dailies,  weeklies  and  monthlies.  They  have  all  secured  a number  of  books. 
I like  this  feature,  since  it  is  entirely  their  own  achievement,  and  gives  dig- 
nitjr  and  character  to  the  school. 

Girls'  Industries. — All  the  girls  in  their  respective  divisions  are  put  on 
duty  and  relieved  as  follows  : One  weeek,  two  hours  per  day,  in  sewing 
room;  two  weeks  in  dormitory,  three  weeks  in  laundry,  four  weeks  in  din 
ing  room,  and  five  weeks  in  the  cooking  department,  thus  giving  them  an 
idea  of  housekeeping.  Our  work,  I think,  will  comp  ire  favorably  with  the 
most  tidy  in  the  countr}’.  All  the  girls  are  taught  to  sew  on  the  sewing 
machine  during  the  last  six  months  of  their  time,  thus  affording  them  op- 
portunities to  secure  good  places  on  leaving  school.  They  also  make  a 
great  deal  of  ornamental  work  during  their  leisure  moments.  Considering 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  are  impressed  with  their  advantages  and 
improvements,  I feel  confident  that  I could  secur-c  comfortable  places  for 
fifty  of  them  in  less  than  three  months,  if  it  were  possible  to  get  them  from 
their  friends,  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  What  a blessing  it  would  be  to 
some  of  them  if  a place  could  be  devised  by  which  the  State  could,  to  a 
certain  degree,  extend  her  fostering  care.  Should  we  not  send  some  of 
them  to  our  State  Normal  schools  ? 


PIIILLIPSBURG — W.  G.  Taylor,  Principal. 

Educational  Progress. — The  last  three  quarters  our  progress  in  mental 
arithmetic  has  been  greater  than  at  any  period  of  our  history  as  a school, 
and  so  with  our  oral  exercises  in  numbers  and  geography.  We  have  also 
reached  a point  in  distinctness  of  expression  in  answers  that  we  never  be- 
fore attained.  In  orthography,  in  which  Inspector  Cornforth  always  gave 
us  credit  of  excelling  other  schools,  we  have  excelled  ourselves ; our  prin- 
cipal teacher  reports  the  eighth  grade  as  having  finished  Sander’s  speller 
and  definer  without  missing  a single  word  in  spelling,  a case  without  a par- 
allel in  my  experience  or  observation.  Our  eighth  grade  are  certainly  as 
near  perfection,  in  their  studies  of  the  course,  as  any  scholars  of  their  ad- 
vancement I have  ever  known.  Though  of  age  before  the  examination  thei’e 
•were  none  of  them  willing  to  leave  until  after  they  stood  their  examina- 
tion, in  which  they  stood  even  higher  than  in  their  class  book.  Another 
fact  showing  our  progress  is,  that  our  average  in  examination  is  above  our 
class  book  ; showing  the  value  and  thoroughness  of  our  reviews.  We  have 
made  progress  in  our  grades,  having  added  two  more  ; and  one  girl  with 
100  standing,  having  finished  the  tenth,  viz  : Natural  philosophy,  (Wells,) 
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chemistry,  (Youman’s,)  botany,  (Woods’,)  algebra  (Robinson’s  University) 
and  W atts  on  the  Mind.  The  eighth  grade  were  in  advance  of  the  studies 
of  their  grade,  and  studied  botany  and  Watts  on  the  Mind,  and  stood  their 
examination  on  them. 

CONDITION  OF  CHILDREN. 

Physically. — When  received  they  are  about  the  average  of  the  poor  in 
health,  one-third  requiring  physical  treatment ; now  a steady  improvement 
up  to  perfect  health,  and  evidences  of  physical  culture,  invariably  100  when 
discharged. 

Socially. — When  received,  the  great  majority  without  social  culture  ; and 
now  call  forth  the  admiration  of  others  by  their  good  deportment  and  mod- 
est and  pleasant  manners. 

Industrially. — When  received,  almost  invariably  without  any  systematic 
habits  of  industry  ; now  steadily  advancing,  as  per  report,  up  to  100.  I 
do  not  believe  that  another  140  children,  in  any  town  in  the  State,  outside 
of  a soldiers’  orphan  school,  could  be  found  their  equals. 

Intellectually . — When  received,  our  report  on  educational  progress  shows 
that  their  education  is  below  the  average  of  the  common  schools,  almost 
invariably  deficient  in  arithmetic ; now  probably  but  few  schools  of  chil- 
dren of  the  same  age  are  their  equals,  and  their  education  regular  and  sys- 
tematic. 

Economically. — When  received,  all  without  training  ; now  they  advance 
slowly  but  steadily.  This  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  all  the  training  of 
children,  because  it  requires  constant  thought  and  care. 

Improvements  in  Buildings. — We  have  various  improvements  to  report 
this  quarter.  We  have  white-washed  and  handsomely  papered  in  panels, 
with  stone-centres,  our  school  room  and  painted  our  recitation  rooms,  and 
papered  and  white-washed  Prof.  Steel’s  writing  room,  and  white-washed  and 
papered  our  girls’  hall,  and  put  a new  painted  fence  at  the  south  end  of  our 
building;  also,  a new  fence,  painted,  with  two  large  gates  and  one  small 
one,  between  our  school  house  and  barn.  We  have  commenced  improve- 
ments that  we  hope  we  will  be  able  to  report  by  the  close  of  next  quarter. 

Industrial. — In  this  department  we  have  a steady  and  constant  improve- 
ment. We  have  reached  a more  perfect  system  and  are  able  to  carry  it  out 
better  than  heretofore.  Wre  have  girls  who  have  studied  and  practiced  the 
entire  round  of  domestic  duties  from  the  kitchen  to  arranging  the  parlor. 
We  have  let  one  of  them  at  a time,  take  the  place  of  the  cook,  in  the  kit- 
chen for  a day,  to  try  her  skill,  and  the  boys  at  the  table  could  not  discover 
the  absence  of  the  old  cook.  We  have  girls  who  can  make  an  entire  suit 
of  clothes  for  themselves,  dress  and  all ; who  can  make  a handsome  pair  of 
trowsers ; who  can  bake  as  good  bread,  cakes  and  pies,  and  make  as 
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good  coffee  as  any  man  need  desire  to  eat  and  drink;  "who  can  wash,  iron, 
mend  and  darn  in  good  style.  And  all  this  without  interfering  with  their 
intellectual  culture,  as  seen  from  our  educational  report ; on  the  other  hand 
it  rather  advanced  their  education  by  giving  the  mind  practical  exercise. 
Mere  study  without  industry  but  rarely  produces  a health}"  and  vigorous 
and  practical  mind.  Multitudes,  a score  of  years  hence,  will  have  reason 
to  bless  the  system  of  industry  of  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools.  Even  one 
industrious  and  systematic  house-keeper  in  a neighborhood  is  an  influence 
and  blessing  to  the  whole  neighborhood. 

Religious  Interest. — This  has  been,  as  usual,  good.  There  has  been  good 
attention  to  the  instructions  of  the  Sabbath  school,  which  have  been  this 
quarter  on  the  geography  of  Palestine  and  the  miracles  of  Christ.  The 
children  have  given  good  attention  to  the  preaching  in  the  afternoon,  and 
to  the  evening  exercise.  A stranger  coming  here  and  stopping  over  night 
remarks  the  religious  features  of  the  family,  and  yet  without  stiffness  or 
constraint.  During  morning  and  evening  family  worship  no  more  noise  or 
restlessness  is  apparent  than  in  an  ordinary  family.  One  of  the  roughest 
mothers  that  visits  us,  said,  after  spending  the  night  with  us,  “Well,  all  I 
have  to  say  is,  that  if  the  children  are  not  good  here  it  is  not  because  they 
ain’t  learned  how,  and  it  will  not  be  your  fault.” 


SOLDIERS’  ORPHAN  INSTITUTE.— Mrs.  J.  W.  Harshberger. 

Sanitary. — The  sanitary  condition  of  our  institution  has  been,  as  usual, 
very  good.  There  has  scarcely  been  a case  of  serious  illness,  only  slight 
colds,  not  sufficient  to  detain  the  children  from  school. 

Our  beautiful  park,  attached  to  the  institution,  has  done  much  for  the 
physical  condition  of  the  children  ; as  well  has  the  careful  and  immediate 
attention  of  a resident  physician  proved  a great  advantage. 

Mental  Training. — In  our  recitations  we  aim  at  waking  up  the  children 
to  gather  knowledge  for  themselves,  and  to  apply  this  knowledge  properly — 
to  show  the  bearing  one  subject  has  upon  another.  I believe  Rev.  Charles 
Brooks  says  : “The  teacher’s  mission  is  comprised  under  these  live  heads — 

1st.  To  teach  to  live  religiously. 


2d... 

. .think  comprehensively, 

3d... 

. . .reckon  mathematically, 

4th  . . 

. . . do . . . 

. . .converse  fluently. 

5th  . . 

. . . do . . 

. . . write  grammatically.” 

What  a vast  scope  is  comprehended  under  these  five  heads — how  much  of 
earnest  toil — how  much  of  careful  example — how  much  of  prayerful  effort ! 
Moral  Training. — The  children  attend  a neighboring  church  ou  Sabbath 
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mornings,  and  wc  have  regular  Sunday  school  here  every  Sabbath  afternoon. 
Three  classes  of  the  larger  children  also  attend  Sabbath  school,  at  the  Alex- 
ander church,  corner  Nineteenth  and  Green  streets.  That  church  has  done 
much  for  the  institution,  and  the  orphans  love  it  dearly. 

We  select  a chapter  from  the  Bible,  write  a verse  on  the  black-board — 
before  ringing  the  school  bell — each  week-day  morning,  and  before  prayer 
at  the  opening  of  school,  all  the  children  recite  the  verse  in  concert,  several 
times,  until  it  is  impresed  on  their  memories.  In  this  way  a number  of 
chapters  are  perfectly  committed,  during  the  school  year,  without  much 
effort.  The  children  sing  at  the  opening  and  close  of  school,  being  gener- 
ally accompanied  on  an  instrument,  by  one  of  the  girls,  who  perform  well 
on  either  the  piano  or  melodeon. 

Tables. — The  indefatigable  Mrs.  Ilutter,  believing  in  the  refinement  of 
the  social  board,  has  furnished  line  dishes  and  silver-plated  spoons  and 
forks  for  the  orphans’  tables,  as  well  as  everything  else  to  suit. 

Clothing. — Our  children  are  clothed  amply,  comfortably,  even  elegantly. 
When  they  turn  out  in  their  uniform  no  wonder  they  attract  notice,  and 
win  friends.  The  poet  truly  says  ‘‘beauty  is  a joy  forever,”  whether  it  be 
beauty  of  dress  or  beaut}r  of  manner. 

Industrial. — We  try  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  children  this 
idea — that  the  common  duties  of  life  are  arts  and  trades,  that  baking  at 
home  is  as  much  a trade  as  baking  for  the  public,  and  should  be  as  well 
done,  and  so  with  washing  and  cooking  ; that  the  family  sewing  is  as  much 
an  art,  requiring  knowledge  and  skill  to  be  learned,  as  mantua-making  else- 
where. This  makes  them  feel  that  labor  is  honorable,  useful,  necessary. 


TITUSVILLE. — J.  N.  Beistle,  Principal. 

Progress  of  the  School. — The  progress  of  the  school  has  been  good.  As 
an  evidence  of  this  fact  the  recitation  record  shows  that  the  number  of  pu- 
pils in  the  lowest  grades  are  gradually  diminishing,  while  those  in  the  higher 
grades  are  increasing.  In  connection  with  the  assigned  lessons  of  the  text- 
books, we  have  made  oral  instruction  a permanent  feature,  especially  in  the 
first  and  second  grades ; and  our  object  has  been  to  have  the  pupils  form 
correct  habits  of  thought,  to  make  inquiry  for  themselves,  and  to  cultivate 
the  power  of  self-reliance.  We  have  established  a reference  library,  to 
which  they  have  recourse  at  all  times  ; and  in  addition  to  this  we  have  col- 
lected a small  library  of  suitable  reading  matter,  to  which  they  have  access 
at  certain  times. 

Industrial. — The  design  of  the  school  is  not  only  to  afford  the  pupils 
an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a knowledge  of  the  branches  usually  taught  in 
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our  public  schools,  but  to  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of  an  industrial  in- 
stitution, therefore  there  was  connected  with  it  during  the  year  a printing 
office,  to  which  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  boys  reported  daily  for  work,  and 
instruction  in  the  “ art  preservation.”  A number  of  these  young  typos 
had  made  such  progress  that  during  vacations  they  would  frequently  en- 
gage to  assist  in  the  office,  and  would  earn  for  themselves  from  five  to  seven 
dollars  per  week. 

About  the  same  number  of  lads  are  employed  in  the  shoe  shop  which  is 
connected  with  the  institution.  The  “shop”  is  under  the  supervision  of  an 
experienced  mechanic,  whose  business  it  is  to  oversee  and  instruct  these 
young  Crispins,  that  they,  too,  may  become  efficient  workmen.  In  making 
the  appointments  for  these  departments  we  endeavor  to  select  those  boys 
that  seem  to  have  a desire  to  learn  such  trades,  and  are  apparently  fitted 
to  do  so.  The  girls  assist  in  all  the  departments  of  household  work,  and 
receive  regular  instruction  in  the  sewing  room. 

Improvements  and  Present  Condition  of  School. — Owing  to  the  rapid 
growth  of  Titusville  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  school  to  some  point 
outside  the  city  limits.  The  present  location  had  become  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  institution.  The  new  buildings  for  the  permanent  use  of 
the  school  will  be  read}”  for  acception  by  the  first  week  of  November.  The 
main  building  is  120  feet  by  40,  and  two  stories  high,  besides  attic  and  base- 
ment, and  to  be  finished,  furnished  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  school. 
The  other  buildings  consist  of  bo}rs’  quarters,  hospital  and  work  depart- 
ments, &c.  The  buildings  are  surrounded  by  ample  grounds,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  farm  lands  of  the  school. 


UNIONTOWN — A.  H.  Waters,  Principal. 

This  school  was  opened  September  16,  1866,  and  has  admitted  since  then 
290  pupils,  of  whom  162  still  remain.  Its  location  is  one  of  unsurpassed 
beauty  and  healthfulness. 

The  buildings  occupied  are  those  formerly  known  as  Madison  college, 
and,  with  additions  since  made  by  the  Hon.  Andre w_ Stewart,  who  owns  the 
property,  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  school.  The  situa- 
tion is  on  an  elevation  overlooking  the  borough  of  Uniontown,  and  com- 
manding a full  view  of  the  Laurel  Hill  range  of  the  Allegheny  mountains, 
and  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  valleys  in  the  State. 

The  health  of  the  institution  has  been  remarkably  good,  there  having  oc- 
curred but  two  deaths  since  its  opening,  now  five  years  past. 

From  the  establishment  of  the  school  there  has  been  a determination  to 
carry  out,  literally,  the  industrial  feature  required  by  the  State,  and  hence 
various  industrial  departments  have  been  in  successful  operation,  and  have 
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furnished  suitable  employment  for  a considerable  number  of  the  children. 
These  are, 

1st.  A Shoe  Manufactory. — This  has  been  under  the  supervision  of  a 
veteran  soldier,  who  lost  a leg  in  the  service,  and  eight  boys,  who  are  em- 
ployed during  their  detail  hours.  Here  all  the  boots  and  shoes  used  in  the 
institution  are  made,  all  the  repairing  done,  besides  a large  amount  of  new 
outside  work.  The  boys  in  this  department  have  made  rapid  progress. 

2d.  A Broom  Manufactory. — This  also  has  been  under  the  care  of  a skill- 
ful broom  maker,  and  has  furnished  light  and  suitable  employment  for  four 
boys,  who  have  become  very  good  workmen. 

3d.  A Fruit  Canning  Establishment. — During  the  last  season  3,000  cans 
of  tomatoes  have  been  put  up  in  marketable  style,  inferior  to  none  of  the 
best  canning  establishments,  either  in  the  quality  of  the  fruit  or  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  cans.  The  labor  of  raising  the  tomatoes,  gathering  and  pre- 
paring them  for  the  cans,  labeling,  &c.,  have  been  chiefty  performed  by  the 
boys,  under  the  direction  of  a competent  person. 

Other  industrial  departments  are  in  contemplation,  and  will  be  com- 
menced in  the  course  of  the  coming  year.  Altogether  this  feature  of  sol- 
diers’ orphan  schools  has  been  eminently  successful  thus  far. 

This  school  was  opened  with  a desire  to  make  it  not  only  a soldiers’  or- 
phan school,  but  also,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  afford  worthy  mothers  of 
these  children  an  opportunity  to  assist  in  the  work,  and  thus  to  enable  them 
to  be  near  to  their  children.  After  some  discouragements  and  failures  this 
plan  is  now  in  successful  operation.  Nearly  every  female  employee  in  the 
institution  is  a soldiers’  widow,  having  oue  or  more  children  in  the  school. 

The  school,  proper,  has  been  conducted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  department.  Four  teachers  are  employed,  two  male  and  two 
female.  The  houra  of  study  are  six,  deducting  therefrom  one  half  hour  for 
morning  and  afternoon  recess.  The  school  is  divided  into  four  divisions, 
and  each  division  is  on  duty,  in  the  various  industrial  departments,  two 
hours. 


WHITE  HALL. — J.  A.  Moore,  Principal. 

Educational. — Following  the  instruction  of  the  late  Superintendent,  all 
branches  designated  bj^  him  in  his  programme  of  the  eight  grades  of  study 
were  successfully  taught.  It  has  been  our  object  to  teach  thoroughness, 
and  as  far  as  the  pupil  has  proceeded  to  let  nothing  be  misunderstood.  To 
this  end  five  efficient,  Christian  teachers,  three  male  and  two  females,  were 
emplojmd,  who  labored  faithfully.  Night  study  during  the  winter,  for  one 
hour,  to  prepare  for  the  following  day,  has  been  found  advantageous,  the 
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pupils  generally  preferring  to  do  so,  they  being  only  those  of  the  higher 
grades. 

The  boys  and  girls  have  each  a literary  societ}-,  meeting  every  Saturday 
evening.  Their  order  of  exercises  are  reading,  declamations,  essays,  giving 
and  answering  questions,  &c.  They  also  have  a paper.  An  editor  is  se- 
lected among  the  members,  who  gathers  original  and  selected  matter.  Con- 
tributors assist  in  making  it  spicy  and  interesting.  These  societies,  which 
continue  the  year  round,  do  much  to  cultivate  self-reliance  and  prepare 
them  for  society  when  they  leave  the  school.  By  holding  a series  of  con- 
certs two  years  ago,  from  the  proceeds  of  which  over  three  hundred  volumes 
of  standard  books  for  youth  were  obtained,  the  children  have  an  interesting 
library,  which  they  have  free  access  to. 

Morals. — Religious  exercises  are  conducted  morning  and  evening  in  the 
school  room  by  the  singing  of  the  school,  reading  a portion  of  Scripture  and 
prayer.  Prayer  meeting  is  held  in  the  school  room  every  Sabbath  morn- 
ing ; all  pupils  present,  a few  of  whom  participate  in  public  prayer.  Sab- 
bath school  regularly  at  2J  P.  M.  The  Scriptures  are  read  by  the  pupils 
and  taught  by  the  faculty  of  the  school  and  others.  Much  interest  is  mani- 
fested by  the  children  in  memorizing  and  reciting  verses  of  the  Scripture. 
Tickets,  cards  and  small  books  are  purchased  and  given  them  in  return. 
Many  of  the  children  have  been  deeply  influenced  by  moral  and  religious 
training,  some  of  whom,  after  leaving  school,  are  making  exemplary  Christians. 

I would  add  here  that  music  is  taught  in  all  exercises,  and  of  that  lively 
character  best  suited  to  children,  and  much  enjoyed  by  all  ages. 

Industrial. — Fifteen  acres  are  being  cultivated  this  season,  (1811,)  the 
products  of  which  amount  to  1,125  bushels  potatoes,  from  six  acres;  four 
acres  in  corn  ; 10,000  heads  cabbage,  125  bushels  tomatoes,  30  bushels  large 
onions,  bushels  small  seed  onions,  100  bushels  red  beets,  40  bushels  par- 
snips, one  acre  beans,  1,100  cucumber  pickles,  100  baskets  salad  and  other 
garden  vegetables.  We  have  two  horses,  with  farming  implements  for  all 
purposes. 

The  boys  are  drilled  every  evening  after  supper,  and  dress  parade  is 
turned  off  in  strict  military  style. 

The  labor  S3rstem  of  details  has  worked  still  better  with  the  girls.  Every 
part  of  household  work  is  taught  them,  including  kitchen,  dining  room, 
wash  room,  laundry,  sewing,  bed-making,  cleaning  and  scrubbing  house,  &c. 
They  have  acquired  a good  knowledge  of  everything  pertaining  to  this  de- 
partment of  the  school,  and  leave  at  sixteen  fully  qualified  to  take  charge 
of  a house. 

Present  Condition. — During  the  past  year  repairs  have  been  added  where 
necessity  demanded.  Previous  years  required  much  to  place  the  institution 
in  a proper  condition  for  comfort  and  convenience,  and  at  considerable  cost. 
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Less  has  been  expended  the  past  year  than  previously,  }ret  papering,  white 
washing  and  painting  have  been  done  to  a considerable  extent  during  the 
last  vacation. 

Clothing. — The  boys’  clothing  during  the  past  jmar  ending  May  31, 1811 , 
has  been  very  scanty.  Part  of  the  time  they  had  no  change  of  pants.  The 
most  economical  mending  was  required  at  times  to  keep  their  persons  from 
being  exposed.  A glance  at  the  issue  rolls  in  the  Department  will  exhibit 
the  amount  of  clothing  they  received  for  that  year.  The  girls’  clothing 
was  better,  less  being  required  to  clothe  them. 


FRUITS  OF  THE  SYSTEM — A LIST  OF  THE  “SIXTEENERS.” 


BRIDGEWATER. 

Annie  Bacon — is  now  in  attendance  at  the  Philadelphia  High  school  pre- 
paring to  teach. 

Mary  E.  Bowser — is  a worthy  young  woman  and  lives  with  her  mother 
in  Dauphin  county. 

Raciial  E.  Hall — expects  to  continue  her  studies  and  become  a teacher  ; 
her  home  is  Oxford,  Chester  county. 

Lewis  II.  Davis — taught  in  the  institution  for  several  months  after  being 
discharged,  and  is  now  teaching  near  his  home  at  Lock  Haven,  at  $40  per 
month. 

Theo.  R ay — is  learning  the  trade  of  a barber  at  Attleboro’,  Bucks  county. 

Redmund  Jackson — is  working  in  a brickyard  in  Philadelphia,  at  $35  per 
month. 

Wm.  Watkins — was  a lad  of  low  morals  and  extremely  insubordinate,  but 
during  his  last  six  months  in  school  he  greatly  reformed,  and  is  now  with 
a baroer  in  Philadelphia  and  doing  well. 


CASSYILLE. 

Hat'  er  W.  Snyder— adopted  by  the  principal ; has  been  through  fresh- 
man class  at  Pennsylvania  college;  is  now  teaching,  but  will  resume  his 
studies. 

Wm.  C.  Ream — teacher,  Frankstown,  Blair  county. 

Samuel  Ganoe — clerk,  Warrior’s  Mark,  Huntingdon  county. 

John  G.  M’Cauley — miller,  Huntingdon. 
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Mary  E.  Kuntzelman — seamstress,  Huntingdon. 

Luther  Flanagan— tinsmith,  Newbury,  Huntingdon  county. 
Emma  Cooke — teacher,  Milesburg,  Centre  county. 

Ezekiel  Wherry— upholsterer,  Altoona. 

Clarissa  Green — teacher,  Milesburg,  Centre  county. 

Hattie  Wayne — pupil  at  State  Normal  school,  Millersville. 
Howard  Cooke — clerk,  Milesburg,  Centre  county. 

Irvin  Kuntzelman — clerk  in  recorder’s  office,  Huntingdon. 
George  W.  Little — teaeher,  Altoona. 

F.  F.  Ruggles — brakeman,  Conemaugh. 

Joseph  Hoover — tinner,  Johnstown. 

F.  P.  Wherry — telegraph  operator,  Altoona. 


CHESTER  SPRINGS. 

Henry  Bleck — learning  coopering,  Philadelphia. 

Wm.  H.  Jones — machinist,  Philadelphia. 

Wm.  Gratznoski — learning  the  business  of  making  dental  tools,  Phila* 
delpliia. 

George  Amos — book-binding,  Philadelphia. 

Geo.  0.  Seager — clerk,  Philadelphia ; $4  00  per  week. 

Lizzie  Brown — laboratory,  Philadelphia  ; $5  00  per  week. 

Sallie  Boyer— dressmaker,  Reading. 

W.  H.  Huber — tinsmith,  Lancaster. 

Chas.  Perkenpine — telegraphing,  Philadelphia. 

Jacob  Steitzel — farming,  Schnenksville,  Pa. 

Wm.  Hoyle — superintendent  of  boys  in  the  institution;  salary  $15  per 
month. 

Mary  Hammer — dressmaker,  Philadelphia. 

Frank  Warner — painting,  Philadelphia. 

Andrew  Moore — plumbing  and  gas  fitting,  Philadelphia. 

James  Kilpatrick — stone  cutter,  Chester,  Pa. 

Alice  Drinkwater — -teacher  in  institution  ; salary  $200  per  year. 
Martha  E.  Miller — teacher,  Allentown  ; $3  4)0  per  week. 

Wm.  Yandersclice — printer,  Phoenixville. 

Maggie  Kennedy— attending  school. 

Jennie  Carrigan — working  in  laboratory,  Philadelphia;  $5  00  per  week. 
Maggie  Kishbaugh— teaching,  Chester  Springs. 

Clara  Fetzer — dressmaker,  Allentown. 

Edmund  Glanding — attending  school  at  Parkesburg,  Pa. 

Michael  Johnson — stone  cutter,  Philadelphia. 
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Mary  Johnson — dressmaking,  Norristown,  Pa. 

John  M’Gonigal — in  a drug  store,  Philadelphia. 

Mary  A.  Hammer — dressmaker,  Philadelphia ; receives  $4  00  per  week. 


DAYTON. 

Alonzo  C.  Scott — is  working  in  the  iron  works  at  Johnstown  as  “catcher,,” 
and  receives  $1  15  per  day. 

David  F.  Fleck — teaching  at  Lowellville,  Warren  county. 

Frank  R.  Pinkerton — teaching  in  Indiana  county,  at  about  $40  00  per 
month. 

Frank  M.  Smith — learning  the  carpenter  trade  in  Indiana  county,  and 
receives  $12  per  month. 

Anzanetta  Neff — adopted  into  the  family  of  Rev.  J.  II.  Marshall. 

Wm.  K.  Shaffer — learning  the  carpenter  trade  in  Indiana  county. 

M argaret  J.  Nicholson — adopted  into  the  family  of  S.  P.  Ormond,  Esq. 
Josefii  A.  Kuhns — attending  an  academy  at  Reidsburg,  Clarion  county. 
James  E.  Brown — attending  school  in  Indiana  county. 

Mary  E.  Foster — learning  the  milliner  trade  in  Indiana  county. 

Ella  II.  M’Lain — attending  the  State  Normal  school  at  Edinboro’. 
Eleanor  Marton — teaching  in  Armstrong  county  at  $30  per  month. 
Harriet  E.  Gilger — attending  school  at  Kossuth,  Clarion  county. 


HARFORD. 

Wm.  R.  Hand — assistant  superintendent  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  rail- 
road, Damascus,  Pa. 

Alva  Townsend — fireman,  Delaware  and  Hudson  railroad;  receives  $45 
per  month;  Nicholson,  Pa. 

Albert  Crandall — painter;  salary  $45  per  month;  Brookdale,  Pa. 

John  M’Credie — merchant,  Manchester,  Iowa. 

R.  Harris — tanner,  receives  $50  per  month,  Brookdale,  Pa. 

Peter  Vandumark — engineer  at  Hyde  Park,  Pa.;  salary  $60  per  month. 
Citas.  F.  Woodhouse — studying  medicine  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

Geo.  C.  Johnson — superintendent  of  male  department  of  the  institution; 
salary  $25  per  month. 

John  IT.  Reynolds — baker,  Harford,  Pa.;  salary  $25  per  month. 

Emily  Parks — teacher,  Harford,  Pa.;  salary  $16  per  month. 

Piiebe  Babcock — teacher,  Damascus,  Pa. ; salary  $20  per  month. 

Alice  Welsh — teacher,  narford,  Pa. ; salary  $25  per  month. 
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LINCOLN  INSTITUTION. 

Henry  Kirkpatrick — apprenticed  to  a carpenter;  received,  at  sixteen, 
$4  00  a week,  and  is  now  getting  $5  00. 

Robert  M.  Williamson — apprenticed  to  Merrick  & Sons,  machinists  ; re- 
ceives $3  GO  per  week. 

Edward  Sciiussler — apprenticed  to  Merrick  & Sons,  machinists ; receives 
$3  00  per  week. 

William  Wilson — apprenticed  to  Samuel  Long,  printer;  received  $4  00 
per  week  at  sixteen,  and  is  now  getting  $7  00. 

Edward  C.  Wilson — apprenticed  to  Aaron  Doan,  carpenter ; receives  $5  00 
per  week,  and  is  to  be  taken  into  business  with  his  employer  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one. 

Henry  Agar — a clerk  with  Harrison,  Havermever  & Co.,  sugar  refiners  ; 
receives  $7  00  per  week. 

Robert  Royd — at  Wetherill’s  drug  store  ; receives  $5  00  per  week. 

James  J.  Smith — holds  the  important  position  of  entry  clerk  in  the  firm  of 
A.  II.  Franciscus  & Co. ; is  valued  very  highly  by  his  employers,  and  re- 
ceives $7  00  per  week. 

Augustus  Herring — learning  the  trade  of  a printer  in  Schuylkill  county. 

Ziba  Martin — apprenticed  to  Elwood  Shannon,  locksmith  ; receives  $4  00 
per  week. 

JonN  Conahey — learning  to  be  a printer;  receives  $G  00  per  week. 

Joseph  Bunsall — learning  the  stone  cutting  business  ; receives  $4  00  per 
week. 

Albert  Bonsall — at  work  at  gas  metre  works ; receives  §4  00  per  week. 

Henry  Dunns — apprenticed  to  Cressen  & Smith,  machine  blacksmiths  ; re- 
ceives $5  00  per  week. 

Wm.  Hetherington — at  Brown’s  drug  store  ; receives  $5  00  per  week. 


MANSFIELD. 

Henry  F.  Wilcox — is  in  a sash  and  blind  factory  at  Mansfield,  and  receives 
$1  75  per  day;  will  soon  get  $3  00. 

Alba  B.  Welch — is  working  in  sash  and  blind  factory  at  Mansfield. 
Thomas  T.  Lttter  and  Wm.  F.  Utter — twin  brothers  ; are  with  their  mother 
and  older  brother  on  a four  hundred  acre  farm  in  North  Carolina. 
Albert  Yaninweoen — is  at  Corry,  N.  Y.,  in  charge  of  a large  saw  mill. 
While  at  school  he  constructed  a steam  engine  with  a pocket  knife,  and 
afterwards  did  the  same  thing  with  a file. 
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M’ALISTERYILLE. 

W.  S.  Weise — shoemaker  at  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  has  finished  his  trade  but 
remains  another  year  to  become  more  proficient;  receives  $100  a year 
and  board  ; expects  to  enter  into  partnership  with  his  employer. 

John  Newkirk — learning  cabinet  making  at  Newport,  Perry  county,  Pa. 

S.  L.  Lobaugii — in  a printing  office  at  Newport. 

John  May — has  been  teaching,  but  expects  to  study  medicine,  Man’s  Choice, 
Pa. 

Henry  Albert — taught  in  the  institution  but  is  now  in  California. 

John  M.  Smiley — learning  coachmaking,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

George  A.  Rouse — learning  coachmaking,  Bloomfield,  Ta. 

Samuel  Rearich — learning  saddlery,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 

Wm.  J.  Wilson — a teacher,  Shamokin,  Pa. 

Fannie  Fisher — formerly  taught  school  in  Union  county,  but  is  now  mar- 
ried. 

George  W.  May — baker  at  Cassville  school ; salary  $18  a month  and  found. 


MOUNT  JOY. 

Annie  Winters — a tailoress  in  New  Holland,  Pa. 

Hannah  Hermeas — a tailoress  in  Manheim,  Pa. 

Clara  Holl — married  and  lives  in  Reading. 

Kate  Stewart — attending  school  in  Philadelphia. 

Alice  Esiielman — teaching  in  the  institution. 

Emma  Zimmerman — a mantuamaker  at  Jonestown,  Pa. 

Annie  Warner — teaching  at  Mellville,  Pa. 

Alraretta  Creasy — teaching  at  Mifflinville,  Pa. 

Annie  Eaike — teaching  at  Northumberland. 

Lydia  Esiielman — a milliner  at  Lancaster. 

Mary  Evans — in  a tack  factory,  Reading. 

Salome  Knife — a seamstress  at  Lancaster. 

Maggie  Carr — a mantuamaker  at  Coatesville,  Pa. 

Laura  Witmer — attending  school  at  Landisville,  Pa. 

Lydia  Knight — teaching,  Willowdale,  Pa. 

Alfred  Marks — a machinist  at  Kutztown,  Berks  county,  and  receives  $50 
per  month. 

William  Musser — in  edge  tool  works,  Mount  Joy,  Pa. 

Jeremiah  Leavis — hotel  clerk  in  Lebanon,  and  receives  $20  per  month. 
John  C.  M’Evoy — at  iron  moulding,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  Pa&ter — clerk  in  a grocery,  Lancaster. 
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Elkhannaii  Davis — printer,  Lancaster. 

0.  Oswalt — at  Reading  gas  works,  and  receives  $30  per  month. 
John  Pickering — batcher,  Pickering,  Pa. 

John  Smith — in  cotton  mills,  Lancaster,  and  receives  $30  per  month. 
Charles  Coombs — baker,  Bristol,  Pa. 

J.  R.  Irvine — teaching  in  the  institution. 

Stanley  Boaz — clerk  in  a hardware  store,  Bristol,  Pa. 

Albert  Smith — tobacconist,  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  Jones — tanner,  Lancaster. 

Adam  Wilhelm — telegraph  operator,  Falmouth,  Pa. 

Elder  M’Calla — printer,  Norristown. 

Daniel  Betz — brakeman,  Mauck  Chunk,  and  receives  $50  per  month. 
William  Hunter — clerk,  Sweedesbury,  N.  J. 

Isaac  Holl — clerk,  Reading. 

Clarence  Rudy — sign  and  ornamental  painter,  Harrisburg. 

Thomas  Daniel — at  school,  Mount  Joy,  Pa. 

Albert  Zimmerman — telegraph  operator,  Jonestown,  Pa. 

George  Marks — printer,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

Morgan  Bland — in  car  shop,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  Drexler — in  laboratory,  Philadelphia. 

George  M’Clear — in  nail  works,  Northumberland. 

John  Shoup — in  rolling  mill,  Pittsburg. 

Wm.  Afflebach — in  State  Normal  school,  Millersville,  Pa.' 
Granville  Davis — printer,  Lancaster. 

George  Haiin — printer,  Lancaster. 

Lewis  Seiders — in  car  shop,  Reading ; receives  $40  per  month. 

John  Shellenberger — carpenter,  York. 


SOLDIERS’  ORPHAN  INSTITUTE. 

Sarah  Abrams — has  a happy  home  with  a Quaker  lady  and  her  daughter, 
eight  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

Caroline  IIord — has  a good  home  in  a Christian  family  in  Philadelphia. 
Jefferson  Wiggins — is  learning  segar  making,  and  is  earning  $4  per  week. 
Frank  Henderson — is  with  a passenger  car  builder  learning  a trade,  and 
is  treated  as  one  of  the  family. 


TITUSVILLE. 

Alice  A.  Moyer — milliner,  Saegertown,  Pa.,  receives  $2  per  week. 
Josephine  Williams — teacher,  West  Greenwood,  Pa.,  attended  State  Nor- 
mal school,  at  Edinboro’,  one  year  6ince  discharge. 

5 Sol.  Orph. 
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Ida  J.  Henderson — attending  State  Normal  school  at  Millersville,  Pa. 
Fannie  P.  Price — superintends  dining  room  in  institution,  receives  $3  50 
per  week. 

Katie  J.  Russel— doing  house  work,  at  $2  per  week. 

Lydia  A.  Luce — doing  house  work,  at  $2  50  per  week. 

Miranda  Edinger — superintends  dining  room  at  Petersburg,  Pa.,  receives 
$3  50  per  week. 

Saraii  Wentzel — dressmaker,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Lizzie  Giles — attending  public  school  at  Titusville. 

John  Cogan — cabinetmaker,  Titusville,  Pa. 

Oscar  T.  Siiutt— -machinist,  $3  per  week,  Titusville. 

Phares  P.  Meyer — printing,  Meadville. 

Edwin  L.  Hendry — cooper,  $12  per  week,  Union,  Pa. 

Samuel  Luce — wool  carder,  $5  and  board,  Utica,  Pa. 

Frank  Tanner — farmer,  $18  per  month,  Kingsville,  Ohio. 

Hollis  P.  Hull — farmer,  $18  per  month,  New  Richmond,  Pa. 

Robert  B.  Rosenberry — teamster,  $28  per  month,  Lawrenceburg,  Pa. 
Chester  W.  Newton — clerk,  Titusville. 

Leander  B.  Berlin — baker,  Titusville. 

Jordan  O.  Brune — saddler,  Titusville. 

Franklin  Nichols — delivery  clerk,  in  post  office,  $10  per  week,  Titusville. 
Thomas  Jefferson  Price — farmer-,  Union  City,  Pa. 

Elliott  E.  Conover — farmer,  Titusville. 

Sarah  E.  Thompson — attending  school  at  the  institution,  expects  to  teach. 


UNIONTOWN. 

Charles  Cummins — is  a printer  at  Salisbury,  Somerset  count}',  and  earns 
$1  50  per  day. 

J.  R.  C.  Miller — is  teaching  school  in  Fayette  county,  at  $33  per  month. 
Levi  P.  Marsh — is  learning  the  moulding  business  near  West  Newton, 
Westmoreland  county,  and  is  to  receive  $200  for  three  years  and  found. 
Thomas  Ford — is  in  Sharpsburg  going  to  school. 

Alexander  Belout — is  learning  the  coachmaking  business  in  Washington, 
Pa.,  and  receives  $50  per  year  and  board. 

Wellington  M’Kahan — receives  $18  per  week  in  Pittsburg  as  a printer. 
Josephine  Breckenridge — is  well  married  and  has  a pleasant  home. 
Isabella  M’Williams — is  a mantuamaker  in  Connells  ville. 

Lizzie  Evans — is  a mantuamaker  in  Pittsburg. 

Albert  Osborne — is  going  to  school. 

Wm.  Alton — is  learning  the  printing  business  at  Uniontown,  and  receives 
$6  00  per  week  and  beard. 
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Thomas  F.  Kelly — is  learning  the  farming  business  at  Salem  Cross  Roads, 
Westmoreland  county,  and  receives  $8  per  month  and  board. 

Wm.  J.  Evans — works  in  a rolling  mill  at  Pittsburg;  is  paid  $10  50  per 
week. 

Austin  Kirkland — is  a miner  at  Boston,  Westmoreland  county,  and  earns 
$2  per  day. 

Samuel  Kirkland — is  a miner  at  Boston,  Westmoreland  county,  and  earns 
$2  per  day. 

Wm.  Ackinson — is  at  Altoona,  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
company,  at  a salary  of  $40  per  month.  He  is  pursuing  his  studies,  and 
if  spared  is  determined  to  be  educated. 


WHITE  HALL. 

Willis  Hollinger — a printer,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

William  S.  Heffner — brakesman  on  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  rail- 
road ; receives  good  wages  ; Saxton,  Bedford  count}",  Pa. ; supports  his 
mother. 

Annie  Crook — married  well;  lives  in  Philadelphia. 

Henry  A.  Siiauley — farmer,  Lewisberry,  York  county,  Pa. ; supports  his 
mother. 

John  C.  Drewelt — clerks  in  Thomas’s  saddlery,  Harrisburg  ; supports  his 
mother. 

Richard  Kelly— receives  good  wages  at  bridge  building,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Jacob  E.  Blackburn — machinist,  Altoona. 

Martha  J.  Stephenson— married. 

Susan  Alice  Mahany — works  in  Forney’s  shoe  factory,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Albert  E.  Hughes — continued  in  the  institution  a year  after  discharged  ; 
clerks  for  J.  T.  Lykens,  Harrisburg. 

Mary  A.  Cleckner — adopted  by  Mr.  Paul,  near  Carlisle. 

Wm.  A.  Amsley — supports  his  mother  in  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Caroline  W.  Albright — learning  the  tailoring  trade,  Wrightsville,  Pa. 

Mary  E.  Hilbert — house  keeper,  Llewellyn,  Schuylkill  county,  Pa. 

Samuel  D.  Heller — farmer,  Bendersville,  Pa. 

James  M.  Stum — carpenter,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

John  W.  Musser — supports  his  mother  by  farming  near  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Franklin  W.  Emerson— receives  $20  per  month,  in  grocery  store,  Harris- 
burg, Pa. 

James  A.  Hollinger— miller,  Boiling  Springs,  Pa. 

Alice  Conrad— taught,  the  past  year,  in  the  institution,  expects  to  teach 
in  public  schools. 
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Mary  E.  Jarrett — attending  school,  Montgomery  Station,  Lycoming 
county,  Pa. 

Annie  M.  Frank — gets  $3  00  per  week  in  Singerly’s  book  bindery,  Har- 
risburg. 

Robert  A.  Shanley — going  to  school,  preparing  to  become  a teacher ; Lew- 
isbeny,  Pa. 

Annie  M.  Kline — expects  to  teach  ; Greencastle,  Pa. 

Charles  E.  Smith — attending  school,  expects  to  teach ; Salona,  Clinton 
county,  Pa. 

Alice  A.  Shepler — cashier  at  Bowmah’s  dry  goods  store,  Harrisburg. 

Ephraim  Drinkwater — in  Gilbert’s  hardware  store,  Harrisburg. 

Christiana  Kerciiner — in  Mrs.  Bohne’s  knitting  factory,  Harrisburg;  drew 
a handsome  diploma,  for  fancy  bead  and  crochet  work,  at  Pennsylvania 
State  fair,  two  years  ago. 

Hattie  Mahany — teaching  public  school  at  White  Hall ; receives  $2*1  50 
per  month. 
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II.  ACTS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  CONCERNING  SCHOOLS  FOR 

SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 

ACT  OF  18G4. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met , and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same , That  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  accept  the  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  donated  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company, 
for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  destitute  orphan  children  of  deceased 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  appropriate  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object  designed  by  said  donation  ; 
the  accounts  of  said  disbursements  to  be  settled,  in  the  usual  manner,  by 
the  Auditor  General  and  the  Governor,  and  make  report  of  the  same  to  the 
next  Legislature. — Pamphlet  laws , page  869. 

PLAN  OF  OK.  TIIOS.  H.  BURROWES,  UNDER  THE  ACT  OF  1864. 

1.  Of  the  persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act: 

These  will  be  children  of  either  sex  under  the  age  of  fifteen,  resident  in 
Pennsylvania  at  the  time  of  the  application,  and  dependent  upon  either  pub- 
lic or  private  charity  for  support,  or  on  the  exertions  of  a mother  or  other 
person  destitute  of  means  to  afford  proper  education  and  maintenance,  of 
fathers  who  have  been  killed,  or  died  of  wounds  received,  or  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  in  volunteer  or  militia 
regiments  of  this  State,  or  in  the  regular  army  or  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  but  who  were  at  the  time  of  entering  such  service  actual 
bona  fide  residents  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Of  admission  to  the  benefits  of  the  act: 

This  will  be  by  application  by  the  mother,  if  living,  or  if  not  by  the 
guardian  or  next  friend,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Orphans,  setting  forth  the  name,  age,  place  of  nativity  and  present  residence 
of  the  child,  with  the  extent  of  destitution,  the  name  of  the  father  and  of 
his  regiment  or  vessel,  his  rank  and  the  manner  and  time  of  his  death,  ac- 
companied by  an  affidavit  to  the  facts  set  forth,  to  be  presented  to  the  com- 
mon school  directors  of  the  district  in  which  the  orphan  resides  for  ap- 
proval or  disapproval,  according  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  if  disapproved 
to  be  returned,  with  a statement  of  the  reasons  therefor  ; but  if  approved, 
to  be  so  certified  by  the  president  and  secretary  and  transmitted  to  the  su- 
perintending committee  of  the  proper  county,  by  whom  it  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Superintendent  of  Orphans,  with  such  suggestions  and  re- 
marks as  shall  enable  him  to  make  the  proper  disposition  of  the  case ; and 
when  approved  by  him  an  order  to  be  issued  by  him  for  admission  to  such 
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school  as  he  shall  designate;  orphans  under  six  years  of  age  to  be  placed 
in  such  nearest  institution  for  the  more  juvenile  class  as  may  be  proper  for, 
and  will  admit  them  on  terms  to  be  arranged  by  the  Superintendent ; and 
those  above  that  age  to  be  sent  to  the  more  advanced  schools  hereafter  de- 
scribed, but  in  both  cases  regard  to  be  had,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  re- 
ligious denomination  or  faith  of  their  parents. 

3.  Of  the  kind  of  education  and  maintenance : 

The  orphans  will  be  clad  in  a neat,  plain,  uniform  dress,  according  to  sex, 
and  supplied  with  comfortable  lodgings,  a sufficiency  of  wholesome  food 
and  proper  attendance  when  sick ; they  will  be  physically  developed — the 
boys  by  military  drill  or  gymnastic  training,  according  to  age,  and  the 
girls  by  calisthenic  and  other  suitable  exercises;  they  will  be  habituated 
to  industrjr  and  the  use  of  tools,  while  at  school,  by  the  various  household 
and  domestic  pursuits,  and  mechanical  and  horticultural  employments, 
suitable  to  the  respective  sexes ; they  will  receive  a full  course  of  intellec- 
tual culture  in  the  ordinary  branches  of  a useful  English  education,  having 
especial  reference  to  fundamental  principles  and  practical  results ; and  they 
will  be  carefully  trained  in  moral  and  religious  principles,  the  latter  as 
nearly  approached  as  may  be  to  the  known  denominational  preference  of 
the  parents. 

4.  Of  the  schools  to  be  employed  under  the  act: 

For  the  orphans  under  six  years  of  age,  suitable  institutions,  in  any  p)art 
of  the  State,  that  will  receive  them  on  proper  terms  and  afford  them  fitting 
training  and  maintenance,  will  be  emplojmd,  and  they  will  be  placed  therein 
till  arrival  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

For  the  orphans  over  six  years  of  age,  one  school  will  be  selected,  when 
practicable,  in  each  of  the  twelve  Normal  school  districts,  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  accommodate  all  the  orphans  of  that  age  in  the  proper  district, 
and  having  the  necessary  appliances  to  impart  the  physical,  industrial,  intel- 
lectual and  moral  training,  necessary  to  render  them  intelligent  citizens 
and  useful  members  of  society  ; but  if  one  such  institution  cannot  be  se- 
cured in  each  district,  a sufficient  number  of  a smaller  class  will  be  accepted, 
preferring  such  as  will  admit  the  largest  number  of  orphans,  and  afford  the 
best  instruction  and  accommodations,  the  compensation  in  each  case  to  be 
such  as  shall  have  been  previously  agreed  on  between  the  institution  and 
the  Superintendent,  having  reference  as  wrell  to  a reasonable  economy  as  to 
a just  remuneration  for  the  services  rendered,  and  to  be  paid  quarter^,  on 
the  rendition  of  full  and  sufficient  accounts  and  vouchers;  clothing,  books 
and  medical  attendance  to  be  supplied  by  the  State  or  the  several  institu- 
tions, as  the  Superintendent  shall  decide  ; and  all  contracts  for  the  educa- 
tion and  maintenance  of  orphans  to  terminate  for  such  causes  and  after 
such  notice  as  shall  be  therein  specified. 
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5.  Of  the  control  of  the  orphans  in  the  schools: 

The  details  of  education  and  maintenance  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
principal  of  each  school,  subject  to  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Super- 
intendent and  the  visitation  of  the  proper  superintending  committees.  Each 
school  will  keep  a record  of  all  applications  for  apprentices  or  employees 
from  among  its  orphan  pupils ; but  none  shall  be  bound  or  otherwise  put 
out  to  any  employment,  without  his  or  her  own  application  and  that  of  the 
parent,  guardian  or  next  friend,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  superintend- 
ing committee  of  the  proper  county.  All  contracts  of  apprenticeship  or 
for  employment  to  be,  as  soon  as  legal  authority  shall  be  obtained  therefor, 
between  the  Superintendent  and  master  or  employer,  and  contain  a reserva- 
tion of  power  to  annul  the  contract  in  case  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
master  or  employer  to  fullil  all  the  stipulations.  And  the  Superintendent 
will  keep  a record  of  the  name,  master,  trade,  term  and  residence  of  each 
apprentice  or  emploj'ee  thus  sent  from  schools. 

G.  Of  the  fund  now  at  command  under  the  act : 

This  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  to  commence  this  humane,  just  and  pa- 
triotic undertaking,  but  the  plan  now  recommended  cannot  be  kept  long 
enough  in  operation  to  produce  any  useful  results,  unless  sufficient  addi- 
tions be  made  to  it  by  the  public  authorities  or  private  liberality,  or  by 
agencies  similar  to  that  which  made  the  first  liberal  donation.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  will  be  done,  and  that  the  undertaking  will  be  continued  till  all 
our  destitute  soldiers’  orphans  shall  be  placed  in  a condition  to  meet  the 
trials  of  life,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  children  of  those  for  whom  their 
fathers  died. 

All  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the  fund  will  be  settled  by  the  Audi- 
tor General,  in  the  usual  manner. 

7.  Of  the  administration  of  the  trust  under  the  act: 

The  school  directors  seem  to  be  the  proper  board  first  to  receive  and  scru- 
tinize the  application  for  admission  ; representing  as  they  do  every  part  of 
the  district,  one  member  at  least  will  be  cognizant  of  the  facts  of  each  case  ; 
and  their  action  can  take  place  at  their  regular  meetings  without  any  addi- 
tional labor  to  themselves,  and  to  the  great  convenience  of  the  applicants. 

The  superintending  committee  of  each  county  will  consist  of  three,  five 
or  seven,  according  to  circumstances  ; be  composed  of  both  sexes,  and  will 
be  appointed  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor.  It  will  receive  the  appli- 
cation, and  transmit  it,  writh  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may  be  use- 
ful, to  the  Superintendent,  and  will  also  periodically  visit  the  school  in  its 
county  or  district  containing  soldiers’  orphans,  and  make  repoi't  of  its  con- 
dition and  of  such  matters  as  may  be  promotive  of  their  welfare. 

The  Superintendent  will  perform  the  duties  in  this  plan  specified,  as  well 
as  such  others  as  its  full  and  successful  operation  shall  render  necessary  and 
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proper.  Especially  he  -will  visit  the  schools  in  which  the  orphans  are  placed, 
as  often  as  is  consistent  with  his  other  duties;  and,  as  the  business  of  the 
trust  will,  except  that  of  visitation,  be  mainly  transacted  by  written  corres- 
pondence, no  office  need,  for  the  present  at  least,  be  established  at  Harris- 
burg. All  communications  will,  therefore,  be  addressed  to  him  at  Lan- 
caster. 

act  of  1865. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted , <£c.,  That  there  is  hereby  granted  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  for  the  education  and  maintenance,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  of  the  destitute  orphan  children  of 
the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  from  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  existing  rebellion,  to  be  drawn  on  the  warrant  of  the 
Governor,  as  it  shall  be  needed,  and  to  be  expended  and  accounted  for  in 
the  manner  directed  by  said  act. 

Section  2.  That  the  conveyances  and  transfers  of  the  custody,  care  and 
control  of  said  orphans,  till  their  arrival  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  here- 
tofore made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers’ Orphans,  by  their  respective  mothers,  guardians  or  next  friends,  and 
upon  said  orphans,  for  all  the  purposes  of  education  and  maintenance,  till 
their  arrival  at  said  age ; and  that  if  said  orphans  abscond,  or  be  withdrawn, 
without  his  consent,  from  the  custody  of  the  Superintendent,  or  from  the 
institutions  in  which  he  shall  place  them,  the}’,  and  all  persons  withdrawing 
or  harboring  them,  shall  thereupon  become  liable  to  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  of  Assembly  relating  to  absconding  apprentices. 

Section  3.  That  when  any  of  said  orphans  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  or  sooner  if  deemed  expedient,  said  Superintendent  shall, 
at  the  written  request  of  said  orphan,  and  of  his  or  her  mother,  guardian 
or  next  friend,  put  or  bind  him  or  her  out  to  such  trade  or  employment, 
and  to  such  master,  mistress  or  employer  as  shall  thus  be  requested,  and 
for  such  term  as  shall  expire,  if  a male,  at  or  before  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
and  if  a female,  at  or  before  the  age  of  eighteen  years  ; in  which  indenture 
of  apprenticeship  there  shall  be  included  such  covenants  for  the  further  edu- 
cation of  the  orphan  as  said  Superintendent  shall  prescribe ; and  such  ap- 
prenticeship shall  be,  in  all  other  respects  not  herein  provided  for,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  relating  to  masters  and  appren- 
tices.— See  pamphlet  laws,  page  40. 

ACTS  of  1867. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted , &c.,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  aud 
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consent  of  the  Senate,  a State  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans,  for  three 
years  from  and  after  the  date  of  said  appointment,  to  be  subject  to  removal, 
for  cause,  as  other  officers,  appointed  in  like  manner,  are  now,  whose  office 
shall  be  at  Harrisburg,  whose  salary  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  and  necessary  traveling  expenses,  and 
who  shall  give  bonds,  with  three  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Auditor 
General,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties  ; the  Superintendent  shall  have  power  to  appoint  one  clerk,  and  the 
Governor  one  male  inspector  and  examiner,  and  one  female  assistant,  each 
at  a salary  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  and  necessary 
traveling  expenses,  to  inspect  and  examine  the  soldiers’  orphan  schools 
hereinafter  provided  for:  Provided , That  said  Superintendent  shall  not, 
during  the  period  of  his  superintendency,  have  any  pecuniary  interest  in 
any  of  the  said  orphans’  schools. 

Section  2.  That  the  State  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  contract  with  the  trustees,  proprietors  or 
principals  of  institutions,  now  employed  as  soldiers’  orphan  homes  and 
schools,  possessing  such  good  aud  sufficient  accommodations  as  said  Su- 
perintendent may  approve,  and  of  such  other  like  institutions  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  proper  care  and  maintenance  and  education,  at  the  expense 
of  the  State,  and  until  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  of  the  destitute  orphan 
children  of  all  such  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  soldiers  who  have  served  in  Pennsylvania  regiments,  as  have  died  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late  war  to  suppress  the  rebellion  : 
Provided , That  the  Superintendent  may  require  the  institutions,  receiving 
soldiers’  orphans  over  ten  years  of  age,  shall  have  not  less  than  twenty 
acres  of  tillable  land,  and  accommodations  for  not  less  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  soldiers’  orphans,  except  the  Lincoln  Institution,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia:  And  provided  further,  That  said  Superintendent  of  soldiers’ 
orphans  shall  establish  at  least  one  such  institution,  for  the  reception  of 
soldiers’  orphans  over  the  age  of  ten  years,  within  one  year  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  in  each  of  the  twelve  Normal  school  districts,  now  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Superintendent,  the  Governor 
concurring,  the  same  shall  be  required  and  practicable:  And  provided  f ur- 
ther , That  in  no  case  the  State  shall  become  liable,  in  any  manner,  for  the 
cost  of  erecting,  repairing  or  furnishing  atny  of  the  institutions  employed  as 
soldiers’  orphan  schools. 

Section  3.  That  the  State  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  is  hereby 
authorized  to  receive  conveyances  and  transfers  of  the  custody,  care  and 
control,  for  all  the  purposes  of  education  and  maintenance,  till  their  arrival 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  of  said  destitute  soldiers’  orphans,  from  their 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 


17 

respective  mothers,  guardians  or  next  friends ; and  all  such  conveyances 
and  transfers,  heretofore  made,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made,  to  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans,  shall  be  valid  and  binding  upon  said 
mothers,  guardians  and  next  friends,  and  also  upon  said  orphans,  till  their 
arrival  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  ; and  if  said  orphans  abscond,  or  be  with- 
drawn, without  his  consent,  from  the  custody  of  the  Superintendent,  or  from 
the  institution  in  which  he  shall  place  them,  they,  and  all  persons  withdraw- 
ing or  harboring  them,  shall  thereupon  become  liable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Assembly  relating  to  absconding  apprentices. 

Section  4.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  shall,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  Governor,  prescribe  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  institutions  becoming  soldiers’  orphan  schools, 
designate  the  minimum  number  and  grade  of  employees  necessaiy,  specify 
the  character  and  quality  of  food  and  clothing  that  shall  be  furnished,  and 
which  shall  be  similar,  for  all  institutions  of  the  same  grade,  in  the  State, 
aud  decide  upon  a course  of  study  to  be  pursued,  which  course  shall  em- 
brace, at  least,  the  usual  branches  of  a good  common  school  education,  to- 
gether with  instruction  in  vocal  music,  military  tactics  and  calisthenics,  and 
the  greatest  variety  possible  of  household  and  domestic  pursuits  and  me- 
chanical and  agricultural  employments,  consistent  with  the  respective  sexes 
and  ages  of  said  orphan  children  and  their  school  room  studies ; he  shall 
visit  each  soldiers’  orphan  school  at  least  once  each  quarter,  either  in  person 
or  by  deputy,  remaining  at  least  twenty-four  hours  in  each. 

Section  5.  Application  for  the  admission  of  soldiers’  orphans,  entitled, 
to  the  benefits  of  this  act,  into  the  institutions  established  for  their  educa- 
tion and  maintenance,  shall  be  made  by  conveyance  and  transfers  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  sec- 
tion third  of  this  act,  executed,  under  oath,  by  the  mother,  if  living,  and 
by  the  guardian  or  next  friend  if  the  mother  be  dead  or  has  abandoned  said 
orphans ; but  all  applications  must  be  approved  by  the  board  of  school  di- 
rectors, controllers  or  superintending  committee  of  the  district,  ward  or 
city  in  which  the  mother  resides,  if  she  makes  the  application,  or  in  which 
the  orphans  reside  in  other  cases  ; and  the  Superintendent  may  require  such 
other  certificate  from  a superintending  committee,  which  committee  shall 
be  appointed  and  hold  office  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent,  and 
bj7  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor,  or  from  such  other  source  as  he 
may  deem  necessary. 

Section  6.  That  said  Superintendent  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  procure  a school  or  schools,  or  home  or  homes,  for  the  children  of 
the  colored  soldiers  and  sailors  who  fell  in  the  recent  rebellion,  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  and  restrictions  provided  in  relation  to  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  the  orphans  of  our  white  soldiers  and  sailors : Provided. , 
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That  when  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so,  the  said  Superintendent  may 
waive  the  restriction,  in  regard  to  number  of  acres  and  extent  of  accommo- 
dation, in  the  case  of  schools  Or  houses  for  colored  orphans. 

Section  7.  That  all  contracts  made  by  said  Superintendent  shall  be  char- 
acterized alike  by  a wise  economy  and  a just  regard  for  services  rendered; 
and  that  no  contract  shall  be  made  for  a longer  period  than  one  year,  unless 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Governor,  and  in  cases  in  which  it  is  clearly  the 
interest  of  the  State  to  contract  for  a longer  period  ; such  period,  in  no  case, 
however,  to  exceed  five  years  : Provided , That  all  the  contracts  made  under 
this  act  may  be  annulled  at  any  time  for  failure  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of 
such  contracts  on  the  part  of  any  contractor,  of  which  failure  the  Governor 
and  Superintendent  shall  be  the  judges  ; and  that  every  such  contract  shall 
be  made  upon  the  condition  of  the  continuance  of  said  soldiers’  orphan 
schools  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

Section  8.  That  the  said  Superintendent  may,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Governor,  afford  partial  relief,  in  kind,  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars  per 
annum  for  each  orphan,  in  cases  where,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  proper  to 
suffer  the  orphans  to  remain  with  their  surviving  parents  or  relatives  or 
guardians,  and  to  receive  instructions  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Section  9.  That  all  bills  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  sol- 
diers’ orphans  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  by  warrant  drawn  directly  upon  the 
State  Treasurer,  signed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans,  who 
shall  file  a receipted  bill  for  the  same  in  the  Auditor  General’s  office  before 
issuing  the  next  quarterly  warrant,  which  the  State  Treasurer  is  hereby  for- 
bidden to  pay  until  such  receipted  bill  is  thus  filed : Provided,  That  all 
amounts  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  clothing,  and  the  payment  of 
partial  relief,  salaries  and  incidental  expenses,  may  be  drawn  by  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans,  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Governor, 
and  the  bills  for  the  same  settled  semi-annually,  at  the  Auditor  General’s 
office,  in  the  usual  manner. 

Section  10.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  shall  require 
monthhq  quarterly  and  annual  reports,  according  to  such  form  as  he  shall 
prescribe,  from  each  institution  receiving  soldiers’  orphans  at  the  expense 
of  the  State;  and  that  said  Superintendent  shall,  not  later  than  the  first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  annu- 
ally thereafter,  make  a detailed  report  to  the  Governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth, of  all  the  soldiers’  orphans  under  his  charge,  their  condition  and 
progress,  the  numbers  of  each  respective  age,  from  four  to  sixteen  years, 
and  such  other  information  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  together  with  the 
statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  by  item,  and  estimates  for  ensu- 
ing years. 
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Section  11.  That  when  any  of  said  orphans  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  or  sooner,  if  deemed  expedient,  said  Superintendent  shall, 
at  the  written  request  of  said  orphan,  and  of  his  or  her  mother,  guardian 
or  next  friend,  put  or  bind  him  or  her  out  to  such  trade  and  employment, 
and  to  such  master  or  mistress,  or  employer,  as  shall  thus  be  requested, 
and  for  such  term  as  shall  expire,  if  a male,  at  or  before  the  age  of  twenty* 
one,  and  if  a female,  at  or  before  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; in  which  in- 
denture of  apprenticeship  there  shall  be  included  such  covenants  for  the 
future  education  of  the  orphan  as  said  Superintendent  may  prescribe;  and 
such, apprenticeship  shall  be  in  all  other  respects,  not  herein  provided  for, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  relating  to  masters  and 
apprentices,  and  the  supplements  thereto. 

Section  12.  That  upon  arrival  at  the  age  of  sixteen  j'ears,  each  of  said 
orphans  who  shall  not  desire  to  be  apprenticed  to  a trade  or  employment, 
shall  be  restored  to  the  mother,  guardian  or  next  friend,  with  a full  outfit 
of  clothes,  and  a certificate,  signed  by  said  Superintendent  and  the  princi- 
pal of  the  proper  school,  showing  his  or  her  moral  standing,  and  literary 
and  industrial  attainments  and  qualifications. 

Section  13.  That  the  year,  for  all  operations  under  this  act,  shall  begin 
on  the  first  Monday  of  June  in  each  year,  and  end  on  the  day  preceding 
the  first  Monday  of  June  of  the  A’ear  next  succeeding;  and  all  appropria- 
tions, hereafter  made,  shall  be  for  the  year,  as  herein  determined,  and  made 
in  like  manner,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  appropriations  are  now  made  for 
the  general  expenses  of  the  government. 

Section  14.  That  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  heretofore  passed,  and  in- 
consistent with  this  act,  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. — See  pamphlet 
la  ws,  page  21. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  o f 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met , and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the.  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  trustees,  owner  or 
owners  of  any  literary  or  charitable  institution,  now  incorporated,  erected, 
endowed  or  established,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  incorporated,  erected, 
endoivod  or  established,  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  secure,  by  purchase, 
lease,  bequest  or  otherwise,  and  to  hold,  enjoy  and  use  lands  and  buildings, 
not  exceeding  in  value  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  to  sell,  lease  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  the  same ; and  the  lands  and  buildings,  thus  secured 
and  held,  shall  be  exempted  from  all  and  every  county,  road,  city',  borough, 
poor  and  school  tax : Provided , That  these  institutions  be  designated  and 
employed  as  soldiers’  orphan  schools  : And  provided  also , That  the  State 
shall  never  be  asked,  or  expected,  to  pay  any  portion  of  the  cost  of  said 
« buildings  and  grounds. — Page  66. 
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Section  1.  Be  it  enacted , &c.,  That  to  assist  in  the  establishing  of  sol- 
diers’ orphan  schools,  in  districts  now  destitute  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Superintendent  of  such  schools,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  advance  from  the  fund  provided  for  such  schools,  to  the  proprie- 
tor, or  founder,  of  one  such  school,  in  any  district  now  unprovided  there- 
with, a sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  re- 
quired to  put  the  same  in  operation  : Provided,  Adequate  security  shall  be 
given  for  the  proper  application  thereof,  by  bond  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth : And  jirovided,  That  such  sum  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  money  to  become  due  to  such  school,  under  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth,  in  sums  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  amount  ad- 
vanced, to  be  taken  from  each  quarterly  payment  made  to  said  school,  or 
so  that  such  discounts  may,  during  the  time  contracted  for,  amount  to  the 
sum  loaned. — See  pamphlet  laws , page  85. 

act  of  1868. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted , &c.,  That  the  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  provide 
means  for  the  establishment  of  a soldiers’  orphans’  school  in  each  State 
Normal  school  district  of  this  Commonwealth,  now  destitute  thereof,”  ap- 
proved April  fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  be  so 
construed  as  to  permit  the  Superintendent,  the  Governor  concurring,  to 
grant  the  aid  it  provides  to  one  such  institution  for  advanced  and  one  for 
primary  pupils,  in  each  district,  as  may  have  been  established  hereafter  for 
districts  destitute  thereof,  whether  such  institutions  be  located  within  such 
district  or  in  an  adjoining  district  convenient  of  access  : Provided , That 
the  money  advanced  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  appropriated  to  soldiers’  orphan  schools. — See  pamphlet  laws , 
page  49. 

act  of  1869. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted , <£<?.,  That  the  true  intent  of  the  act  granting 
an  increase  of  capital  to  certain  institutions  becoming  soldiers’  orphan 
schools,  approved  April  tenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven, 
shall  be  taken  to  be  that  no  tax  shall  be  assessed  or  collected  cn  any  pro- 
perty used  or  entered  upon  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  act,  after 
the  date  of  and  during  said  occupancy,  the  assessed  valuation  of  which  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  mentioned  in  said  act.— -See  pamphlet  laws,  page  95. 

act  of  1871. 

Section  43.  Be  it  enacted , &c.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  all  the  duties  performed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Orphans 
shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools : 
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Provided , That  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  shall,  before  enter- 
ing upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Superintendent  of  Soldiers’  Or- 
phans, give  bond,  with  three  sufficient  securities,  to  be  approved  by  the  Au- 
ditor. General,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties  as  Superintendent  of  said  orphans’  schools : That  for  the  additional 
duties  imposed  by  this  act  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
he  shall  receive,  annually,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to 
his  present  salary  as  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. — See  pamphlet 
laws,  page  219. 


III.  FORMS  FOR  ORPHAN  SCHOOLS. 


APPLICATION  FOR  ADMISSION. 

To  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superintendent  of  destitute  Orphans  of  deceased 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir : — I as of .do  hereby  apply  for  an  order 

for education  and  maintenance,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 

the  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sai- 
lors, and  the  destitute  children  of  permanently  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  State,”  approved  April  9,  A.  D.  1867  ; and  on  condition  of  the  grant- 
ing of  said  order,  and  in  consideration  of  the  education  and  maintenance 
of  the  orphan  above  named,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  said 
act  into  effect,  I do  hereby  resign  and  transfer  to  said  Superintendent,  and 
to  his  successors  in  office,  the  custody,  care  and  control  of  said  orphan,  for 

said  purpose,  till arrival  at  the  full  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  the  full 

right  to  put  or  bind out  on arrival  at  said  age,  for  such  employ- 

ment or  trade,  to  such  employer  or  master,  and  during  such  term  as  said 
Superintendent  shall  then  select,  with  the  written  assent  of  said  orphan  and 
of  m3rself. 

In  furtherance  whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts 
in  relation  to  said  orphan,  with  my  signature  and  affidavit  thereto. 

* [real.] 

P.O. 

Witness  present : -j-  ) 

i 

*The  mother  or  guardian  must  sign  here. 

f Two,  if  mark  is  made. 

6 Sol.  Orpii. 
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STATEMENT. 

The  above  named was  born  on  the day  of 

eighteen  hundred ; now  resides  in common 

school  district county,  Pa. ; is  the of 

and is  in  destitute  circumstances,  being  dependent  for  sup- 
port on The  father  of  this 

orphan  was  an  actual  resident  of in  the  countv  of 

in  this  State,  where,  on day  of 186  , he in 

company. . . . , regiment and in 

the  service  of  the  United  States  at in on  the 

day  of 186  , being  then  in  rank  a. . . . 

The  said  father  was  of  the denomination  in  religion,  and  the 

subscriber  accordingly  desires  that  his  orphan  shall  be  trained  up  in  the 
same  creed  and  observances. 

* [seal.] 

PA.,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me in  and  for  said 

the  above  subscribed who  being  duly .does  say 

that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  statement  are  true,  to  the  best  of 

knowledge  and  belief.  In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereto  set  my 

hand  and  seal,  this day  of 181 

[seal.] 

I do  hereby  certify  on  honor,  that the  father  of  the  or- 
phan above  named,  was  enlisted  in  company commanded  by  Captain 

. - , regiment,  commanded  by  Col at 

on  the day  of 186  , and  that  he  continued  to  serve 

well  and  faithfully  until  lief in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 

on  the . ...  day  of 186  , at 


Late Co Eegt. 

CERTIFICATE  BV  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS. 

Common  School  District, 

County , Fa. 

it  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  as  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 

* The  mother  or  guardian  must  sign  here. 

t It'  the  father  died  after  being  discharged,  the  certificate  of  a regular  physician,  cer- 
tifying under  oath,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  father  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the 
service,  must  accompany  the  application. 
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ingly  recommended  as  a proper  person  for  education  and  maintenance,  under 

the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the  subject.  This  orphan  reads  well  in 

reader,  is developed  physically,  and  in health. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this day  of 1ST 

President. 


Secretary. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  SUPERINTENDING  COMMITTEE. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  application 
and  statement  are  true  and  correct,  so  far  as  the  same  are  known  to  this 
committee.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  therefore  recommended  for  ad- 
mission to  the  proper  school  for  more pupils. 

County. 


1ST 

Chn.  of  Sup.  Com County. 

Note.— If  the  mother  has  re-married,  this  application  must  be  executed  by  a guar- 
dian. 


APPLICATION  FOR  DISCHARGE. 

To  ,T.  P.  Wickresham,  Superintendent : 

Sir: — I,  the of do  hereby  make  application  for 

h discharge  from  the  custody,  care  and  control  which  you  now  possess 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of 
the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  deceased  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  and  the  destitute  children  of  permanently  disabled  sol- 
diers and  sailors  of  the  State,”  approved  April  9,  186T,  in  furtherance 
whereof,  I hereto  append  the  following  statement  of  facts,  with  signature 
and  affidavit  thereto  : 

STATEMENT. 

The  above  named was  born  on  the.  day  of  1 8 , 

and  was  a resident  of county,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  w'here 

application  for  admission  to  school  wras  made,  and  is  at  this  time  a pupil 

in  the 

And  I further  declare  that  my  reasons  for  asking  for  the  discharge  of 

said  child  are 

And  further,  that  I now  have  in  m37  possession  ample  means  for  h 
education  and  maintenance. 

and  subscribed  before  me,)  

this daj7  of 18T  /•  P.  0. 

) County , Pa. 
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CERTIFICATE  BY  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS. 


Common  School  District. 

County , Pennsylvania. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  foregoing  application  and  statement  were 
duly  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  above  named  district,  and 
having  been  carefully  examined,  are  found  to  be  true  and  correct,  as  far  as 
the  facts  are  known  to  this  board.  The  orphan  therein  named  is  accord- 
ingly recommended  for  discharge,  under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject. 

Signed  and  attested,  by  order  of  the  board,  this. . . .day  of 181 

President. 


Secretary. 


FORM  OF  AFFIDAVIT. 


Pennsylvania , ) 'ss  ' 

Personally  appeared  before  me of 

who  being  duly according 


to  law,  doth  depose  and  say  that  the  annexed  bill  is  correct,  and  that  the 
prices  charged  are  those  agreed  upon  by  contract  with  the  State  and  no 
more ; that  no  commission,  abatement  or  allowance  has  been  or  is  to  be 
made  to  any  party  to  the  contract ; that  the  children  charged  for  were 
actually  present  and  in  school  during  the  time  charged  for,  except  when 
absent  at  regular  vacations,  on  physician’s  certificate  of  disability,  without 
leave  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  of  which  absence  the  State  Superintendent 
has  been  duly  informed,  or  by  order  of  the  State  Superintendent ; and  that 
when  absent  without  leave  they  were  returned  at  the  expense  of  the  insti- 
tution, in  the  shortest  possible  time;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers’ Orphan  Schools  had  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  soldiers’  orphan 
school  of  which  I am  the  principal  or  manager,  for  the  period  covered  by 
the  annexed  account  against  the  State;  and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

.....  and  subscribed  before  me,  ^ 
day  of 18  ( 


this 
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IV.  REPOETS. 


WEEKLY  REPORT. 


Soldiers'  Orphan 


To  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  S.  O.  Schools  : 

gin : — The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  week  ending 


187 


187 


Number  on  roll  as  per  last  report 
Number  admitted  on  order 


Number  admitted  on  transfer 


Total 

Number  discharged  on  age, 

o o 


Number  discharged  on  order, 


Number  discharged  on  transfer, 


Deaths 

Total  on  roll 

Number  absent  with  leave 


Number  absent  without  leave 


Number  present,  males , females  .......  total 

Note. — The  blanks  to  be  filled  in  all  cases  with  names  and  dates. 


. . . . , 

Principal. 
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QUARTERLY  REPORT. 


Soldiers ’ Orphan 


To  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools  : 

Sir  : — The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  quarter  ending 


187 


187 


I.  Statistical  summary. 

Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  order.  . . . 
Number  admitted  from  commencement  on  transfer  . 

Total 

Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  a^e.  . . . 
N umber  discharged  from  commencement  on  transfer 
Number  discharged  from  commencement  on  order  . . 
Deaths 

Total 

Number  remaining  on  roll 187  

II.  Quarterly  report. 

Number  on  roll  as  per  last  quarterly  report 

Number  admitted  on  order 

Number  admitted  on  transfer 

Total 

Number  discharged  on  age 

Number  discharged  on  order 

Number  discharged  on  transfer  . , 

Deaths 

Number  remaining  on  roll 187  

Number  absent  with  leave 

Number  absent  without  leave 

Number  present,  males females total. . . 


Notk.— Accompanying  this  report  there  must  be  sent,  on  sheets  the  same  size  as 
this  form,  a report  from  the  physician  of  the  institution,  and  lists  as  follows : 

1.  List  of  children  discharged,  with  dates  and  causes. 

2.  List  of  children  transferred,  with  dates. 

3.  List  of  deaths,  with  dates  and  diseases  causing  the  same. 

4.  List  of  children  admitted,  with  dates. 

5.  List  of  absentees,  with  the  date  of  leaving  school  and  returning  and  cause  of 

absence. 

6.  List  of  teachers. 

7.  List  of  employees. 

S.  List  of  notable  visitors. 

The  Superintendent  will  also  be  thankful  for  any  additional  information  that  may 
be  calculated  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  institution. 

Principal. 
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REPORT  OF  OUT-DOOR  RELIEF. 


181 

To  J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Orphan  Schools : 

Sir  : — 1? trustee  of 

a soldiers’  orphan  child,  hereby  present  the  following  report  for  the  past 
six  months : 

Age  of  child 

Whole  amount  of  money  received  from  the  State  on  his  account..  . 

Amount  received  at  the  last  payment 

IIow  the  last  amount  received  was  expended 


How  the  child  has  been  employed  during  the  last  six  months 


Length  of  time  he  has  attended  school  during  the  last  six  months 


Trustee. 

Received ,187  , of  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools, dollars,  for  relief  of 

a soldiers’  orphan  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, for  the  six  months  ending 187 


Trustee. 


INSPECTION  REPORT. 


To  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Supt.  Soldiers ’ Orphan  Schools  : 

Sir: — The  following  is  the  report  of  my  inspection  of  the 

made 1»7 


187 
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GROUNDS. 

Extent v 

Condition  of  grounds  and  sur- 
roundings   

BUILDINGS. 


Condition  as  to  repair, 

r,  , • , • , ) Culinary dep’t, 

Condition  as  to  ( r,  , , J 1 ’ 

, ,.  >•  School  rooms. . 

cleanliness : ( ..  . 

) Dormitories  . . 

Adaptation  to  the  purpose 


FURNITURE. 

General  condition  of  furniture . . 
Condition  of  beds  and  bedding, 
Condition  of  tables  and  table  fur- 
niture   

Condition  of  school  furniture..  . 


CHILDREN. 

Number  of  children  present. . . . 

Condition  as  to  health 

Condition  as  to  cleanliness. . . . 
Condition  as  to  morale 

FOOD. 

Condition  of  the  food 


CLOTHING. 

Condition  as  to  quantity  . . . 
Condition  as  to  quality 

THE  SCHOOL. 


Number  of  teachers 


Character  of  the  teaching 

Advancement  of  the  pupils. . . . 


Discipline. 
Reading : 


) No.  of  books  in  li- 

l brary 

! No.  of  periodicals 
i taken  


INDUSTRIAL  FACILITIES. 
Number  of  employees, 

Condition  of  the  indus-)  Bo3rsl, 
tries:  j Girls’, 


MORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  ADVANTAGES. 

Moral  and  religious  condition  of 
the  institution 

THE  INSTITUTION  AS  A WHOLE. 


Condition  of  the  institution  as  a 
whole 

IMPROVEMENT  SINCE  PREVIOUS  VISIT. 

Degree  of  progress  in  improve- 
ment   


MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS. 


Inspector  6'.  0.  Schools. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  INSPECTORS. 

1.  Except  where  positive  results  are  required,  the  inspectors  will  fill  up 
the  blanks  with  the  numbers,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6 and  7,  meaning,  respectively, 
very  good , good,  tolerably  good,  middling,  rather  poor,  poor,  very  poor. 

2.  The  inspectors  are  directed  to  point  out,  on  the  spot,  to  the  authori- 
ties of  the  several  institutions,  what  they  ma}7  think  requires  amendment, 
and  insist  upon  the  needed  changes. 

3.  Details  which  cannot  be  properl}7  expressed  in  the  report  should  be 
promptly  communicated  to  the  Superintendent,  either  in  person  or  by  letter. 
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V.  OFFICIAL  CIRCULARS. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  1. 

School  Department,  Orphan  Schools,  ) 
Harrisburg,  June  1,  1871.  J 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and 

Homes : 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  May  27,  1871,  the  undersigned 
has  been  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  whom,  from  the  present  date,  all  official  business  ap- 
pertaining thereto  must  be  transacted. 

While  this  delicate  trust  has  not  been  sought,  coming,  as  it  is  believed  it 
does,  with  the  good  will  of  all  concerned,  it  is  assumed  with  a full  sense  of 
its  importance,  and  the  most  sincere  desire  to  administer  it  in  such  a way 
as  to  secure  the  orphans  of  our  dead  heroes  the  greatest  measure  of  good 
possible  from  a benefaction,  which,  in  the  breadth  of  its  liberality,  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  this  or  anjT  other  country.  In  this  noble  work  I 
hope  to  have  the  active  and  earnest  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  trust,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  public. 

The  immediate  attention  of  those  interested  is  asked  to  the  following  spe- 
cial directions  : 

1.  All  clothing  for  the  pupils  in  the  several  institutions  will  hereafter  be 
furnished  by  the  principals  or  managers  of  the  same,  subject,  as  to  its  kind, 
quality  and  quantity,  to  the  control  of  the  Superintendent.  Accounts  for 
clothing,  when  presented  for  settlement,  must  b.e  accompanied  by  sworn 
statements  as  to  their  accuracy. 

2.  All  clothing  to  be  purchased  for  the  quarter  commencing  with  the  date 
hereof,  will  be  substantially  the  same,  in  kind,  as  heretofore.  Such  changes 
as  it  shall  be  found  advisable  to  make,  will  be  made  known  in  time  to  carry 
them  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  quarter  commencing  September  next. 

3.  All  children  now  in  the  schools  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  all  others 
as  soon  the}'-  reach  that  age,  must  be  promptly  discharged.  No  exception 
can  be  made,  under  the  present  law,  in  favor  of  those  who  have  been  in  the 
schools  a less  time  than  two  years. 

4.  The  vacation  for  the  present  year  will  commence  on  Friday,  July  28, 
and  coniinue  until  Friday,  September  8.  The  annual  examination  at  the 
several  schools  will  take  place  during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  the 
vacation . 


90 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


5.  A meeting  of  principals,  managers,  inspectors  and  others  interested  in 
the  soldiers’  orphan  schools  will  be  called  at  an  early  day  at  Harrisburg. 

6.  The  Superintendent  expects  to  be  able  to  visit  every  institution  in  the 
State  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans  under  instruction  before  the  com- 
ing vacation.  Having  prepared,  in  1864,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Cur- 
tin, the  original  plan  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  soldiers’  orphans, 
after  which,  in  their  main  features,  all  subsequent  plans  have  been  modeled, 
he  feels  not  only  a formal  or  public,  but  a deep  personal  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  system,  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  it. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM,  Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No  2. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans,) 
Harrisburg,  June  27,  1811.  j 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and 

Homes  :• 

The  present  school  year  will  end  on  Friday,  the  28th  of  July. 

The  annual  examinations  will  take  place  at  the  several  schools  and  homes 
during  the  two  or  three  weeks  preceding  that  date.  Each  examination  may 
continue  as  many  da}rs  as  those  directly  controlling  it  shall  deem  advisable, 
but  the  time  of  holding  the  examination  must  be  made  to  include  the  day 
of  visitation  by  the  State  officers  named  below. 

The  examinations  will  be  conducted  mainly  by  the  principals  or  superin- 
tendents and  teachers  of  the  respective  schools  and  homes,  who,  at  their 
close,  will  report  to  this  Department,  in  the  form  prescribed,  the  names  of 
the  pupils  in  the  different  grades,  and  in  each  class  of  the  same,  and  the 
relative  standing  of  each  pupil. 

For  the  purpose  of  witnessing,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the  ex- 
aminations, and  learning  the  degree  of  faithfulness  with  which  the  work  of 
instruction  has  been  carried  on,  representatives  from  this  Department  will 
be  present  at  the  several  institutions  on  certain  days,  as  follows : 

The  Superintendent. 

At  Children’s  Home,  Lancaster,  Monday  morning,  July  17. 

At  Northern  Home,  Twenty-third  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphia,  Tues- 
day, J uly  18. 

At  Lincoln  Institution,  308  South  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia,  Wed- 
nesday, July  19. 

At  Church  Home,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Bridgewater,  Bucks  county,  Thursday,  July  20. 
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At  Chester  Springs,  Chester  county,  Saturday,  July  22. 

At  Mt.  Joy,  Lancaster  county,  Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  July  24. 
While  in  Philadelphia,  the  Superintendent  will  also  make  brief  visits  to 
the  other  institutions  in  which  there  are  soldiers’  orphans. 

Inspector  Rev.  C.  Cornforth. 

At  P.  and  A.  Orphan  Asylum,  Allegheny  city,  Tuesday,  July  18. 

At  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  Wednesday,  July  19. 

At  Episcopal  Church  Home,  Lawrenceville,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Home  for  Friendless,  Allegheny  city,  Thursday,  July  20. 

At  Phillipsburg,  Beaver  county,  Friday,  July  21. 

At  Dayton,  Armstrong  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  Mercer,  Mercer  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  Titusville,  Crawford  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

At  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  Friday,  July  28. 

James  L.  Paul,  Esq.,  Chief  Cleric  Orphans’  Schools. 

At  Andersonburg,  Perry  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Loysville,  Perry  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  York,  York  count3r,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck. 

At  Womelsdorf,  Berks  county,  Monday,  July  24. 

At  White  Hall,  Cumberland  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  county,  Wednesday,  July  26. 

At  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Rev.  0.  H.  Miller,  School  Department, 

At  Cassville,  Huntingdon  county,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

At  M’Alisterville,  Juniata  county,  Thursday,  July  27. 

Samuel  Glenn,  County  Superintendent,  Butler  County. 

At  St.  Paul’s  Orphan  Home,  Butler,  Tuesday,  July  25. 

The  Superintendent  will  probably  attend  some  of  the  examinations  with 
Messrs.  Houck,  Miller  and  Paul.  He  has  now  arranged  to  be  at  White 
Hall  and  M’Alisterville. 

Mrs,  E.  E.  Hutter,  lady  inspector,  will  be  present  at  a number  of  the  ex- 
aminations, as  will  also,  it  is  hoped,  His  Excellency  Governor  Geary,  and 
the  several  members  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

It  is  hereby  recommended, 

1st.  That  the  examinations  be  so  arranged  at  the  different  schools  and 
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Eon.es  as  to  close  on  the  clay  the  State  authorities  have  appointed  to  be 
present. 

2d.  That  the  examinations  be  public. 

3d.  That  superintendents,  directors  and  teachers  of  common  schools, 
members  of  superintending  committees,  members  of  the  Legislature,  judges 
of  the  courts,  clergymen,  editors,  and  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the  no- 
ble work  of  educating  our  orphan  children,  of  the  proper  localities,  be  spe- 
cially invited  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  examinations. 

4th.  That  every  arrangement  be  made  before-hand  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  examinations. 

The  regulations  heretofore  issued  from  this  Department,  concerning  va- 
cation, remain  in  force,  and  must  be  conformed  to  by  all  concerned. 

J.  P.  WICKER SI1AM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  3. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans,") 
Harrisburg,  August  14,1871.  j 

To  the  Principals  and  Managers  of  Soldiers ’ Orphan  Schools  and  Homes  : 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  1871,  the  amounts  al- 
lowed the  several  institutions  for  the  education  and  maintenance,  including 
clothing,  of  soldiers’  orphan  children  for  the  present  year,  are  as  follows : 

To  the  institutions  named  below,  $150  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  above 
ten  years  of  age,  and  $115  for  each  child  of  less  than  that  age,  viz:  Day- 
ton,  Phillipsburg,  White  Hall,  Uniontown,  Cassville,  M’Alisterville,  Mt. 
Joy,  Harford,  Mansfield,  Titusville,  Chester  Springs,  Bridgewater,  Emails, 
Andersonburg,  Mercer,  Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute  and  Lincoln  Institution. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  never  received  any  appro- 
priations from  the  State,  $100  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

To  the  several  homes  and  asylums  that  have  received,  at  any  time,  appro- 
priations from  the  State,  $115  will  be  allowed  for  each  child  of  legal  age. 

It  will  be  seen  upon  examination,  that  these  allowances  are  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  act,  and  they  cannot  be  departed  from.  The  authorities 
of  the  several  institutions  must  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  making 
out  their  bills. 

A full  account  of  all  purchases  for  clothing  must  be  kept,  and,  also,  of 
all  clothing  issued  to  each  child : but  these  accounts  need  not  be  presented 
to  this  Department  for  settlement  until  near  the  close  of  the  year. 

No  bill  will  be  approved  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  General 
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for  payment  until  the  institution  presenting  it  has  on  file  all  reports  due 
the  Department. 

J.  P.  WICKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  4. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans,) 
Harrisburg,  August  15,  1871.  ) 

To  the  Trustees  of  Soldiers’  Orphans  Receiving  Partial  Out-Door  Relief : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  information  and 
directions  for  managing  your  trust : 

1.  Under  the  appropriation  act  of  1871,  no  expense  for  orphan  children 
receiving  partial  out-door  relief,  incurred  prior  to  June  1,  1871,  can  be 
now  paid  without  a special,  future  appropriation.  Such  bills,  however, 
remaining  unsettled  by  the  late  administration,  may  be  sent  to  this  De- 
partment, where  they  will  be  filed  to  await  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 

2.  Payments  of  this  kind  will  be  made  hereafter  on  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber and  the  first  of  March,  each  for  six  months,  the  first  six  months  ending 
December  1,  and  the  second  June  1. 

3.  Before  payments  are  made  the  Department  will  require  the  blanks  in 
the  prescribed  form  of  report  to  be  filled  up  and  forwarded,  accompanied 
with  a receipted  bill  for  the  amount  agreed  upon. 

J.  P.  WICKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR,  No.  5. 

Department  of  Schools,  Soldiers’  Orphans,  | 
Harrisburg,  September  15,  1871.  ) 

To  the  Principals  and  Mariagers  of  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools  and  Homes 
Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  directions  : 

I.  CLOTHING. 

1.  General  Rides  in  Regard  to  Clothing. — First,  the  clothing  for  the  re- 
spective sexes  must  be  uniform  in  each  institution.  Second,  the  boys’ 
clothing  must  be  military  in  style.  Third,  the  clothiDg  must  be  season- 
able, good  in  kind,  and  sufficient  in  quantity  for  Sunday  and  every-day 
wear  and  for  weekly  changes. 

2.  Kinds  of  Clothing. — In  the  matter  of  the  kinds  of  clothing,  much  is 
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left  to  the  judgment  and  taste  of  the  authorities  of  the  different  schools 
and  homes ; but  they  are  expected  to  provide  their  children  with  at  least 
one  suit  in  substantial  conformity  to  the  following  suggestions: 

For  boys,  a West  Point  gray  cadet  suit,  consisting  of  pants , with  black 
stripes  down  the  sides ; jacket , buttoned  to  the  neck,  American  eagle  or 
Pennsylvania  State  buttons  ; cap , gray,  to  match  suit.  Or,  dark  navy  blue 
suit , consisting  of  jjanls  and  jacket  made  same  as  described  in  gray  suit; 
cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit.  Or,  dark  blue  jacket  and  light  Kersey  pants, 
made  in  military  style,  with  cap,  dark  blue,  to  match  suit. 

For  girls,  in  winter,  a dress  of  black  alpaca-poplin,  trimmed  with  blue 
or  red  ; or  alpaca-poplin,  wine  color,  blue  or  plaid,  trimmed  with  same  ma- 
terial as  quillings  or  bands;  black  cloth  coat ; winter  hat.  In  summer,  a 
dress  of  white  drilling,  pink  calico,  gingham  or  delaine;  straw  hat,  neatly 
trimmed,  and  summer  sacque. 

3.  Price  List  for  Making  Clothing  and  Blending  Shoes. — Until  further 
orders  the  prices  allowed  formaking  clothing  and  mending  shoes  will  be  as 
follows : 


For  Girls. 

For  Boys. 

Sunday  dresses 

GO  cents. 

Pants,  winter 

cents. 

Every-day  dresses 

..  40 

t t 

Jackets,  winter 

..  1 10 

it 

Chemises 

..  15 

1 t 

Pants,  summer,  lined... 

..  40 

it 

Drawers 

..  15 

it 

Pants,  summer,  unlined 

..  30 

it 

Aporns,  low 

it 

Jackets,  summer,  lined 

..  50 

it 

Aporns,  with  bodies 

it 

Jackets,  summer,  unlined  ... 

..  40 

it 

Skirts 

i t 

Shirts,  muslin 

..  35 

tt 

Skirts,  with  bodies 

it 

Shirts,  woolen 

..  30 

it 

For 

Mending  Shoes. 

For  pair  of  lialf-soles 

60  cents. 

For  each  patch 

For  pair  of  heel-taps 

..  20 

it 

For  each  seam  sewed 

t t 

For  each  toe-tap 

...  10 

it 

No  allowance  will  be  made  for  mending  clothing. 


4.  Mode  of  Keeping  Clothing  Accounts. — The  authorities  of  the  several 
schools  will  have  to  keep  two  clothing  accounts : First,  an  Invoice  Ac- 
count, in  which  must  be  kept  the  amounts  paid  for  clothing,  and  the  trans- 
portation of  clothing,  together  with  the  charges  made  for  making  clothing 
and  mending  shoes.  Vouchers  must  be  kept  corresponding  with  the 
amounts  paid  out.  These  amounts,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  must  equal  $25 
multiplied  by  the  average  number  of  children  in  the  institution  above  ten 
years  of  ag q,  plus  $19  1G  multiplied  by  the  average  number  of  children 
below  that  age.  Second,  an  Issue  Roll,  in  which  each  child  is  carefully 
charged  with  every  article  issued  to  him  and  all  the  shoe  mending  he  has 
had  done.  This  issue  roll  must  show  that  the  average  value  of  the  clothing 
and  mending  of  each  child  in  the  institution  above  ten  years  of  age,  for 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 


95 


the  year,  is  $25  ; and  of  that  for  each  child  below  ten  years  of  age,  it  is 
$19  16.  Of  the  children  above  ten  years  of  age,  each  child  must  receive 
at  least  twenty-one  dollars  ($21)  worth  of  clothing;  and  of  those  below 
ten  years,  each  child  must  receive  at  least  sixteen  dollars  ($16)  worth. 
Copies  of  the  invoice  account  with  vouchers  and  bills,  and  of  the  issue 
rolls  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Department  at  the  close  of  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year.  These  need  not  be  in  duplicate. 

These  directions,  as  to  clothing,  except  so  far  as  the  general  rules  relating 
to  it  and  the  kinds  suggested  are  concerned,  have  no  reference  to  the  homes 
which  receive  only  $100  and  $115  for  the  instruction  and  maintenance  of 
each  child.  In  their  case,  the  children  must  be  clothed  subject  to  inspec- 
tion, and  no  special  accounts  for  clothing  need  be  kept  or  rendered. 

II.  RULES  RELATING  TO  CHARGES. 

1.  Children  discharged  or  transferred  may  be  charged  for  until  they 
leave  the  institution. 

2.  No  charge  can  be  allowed  for  children  until  they  actually  enter  the  in- 
stitution. 

3.  No  allowance  of  pay  can  be  made  for  children  entering  an  institution 
without  orders. 

4.  Children  who  are  absent  more  than  thirty  days,  either  with  or  without 
leave,  except  at  the  regular  vacations,  are  not  to  be  charged  for  without  the 
consent  of  the  State  Superintendent. 

III.  FOOD. 

No  regular  bill  of  fare  will  be  prescribed.  All  the  schools  and  homes 
will  certainly  provide  food  for  their  children  that  is  proper  in  variety, 
healthy  in  kind  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  nothing  more  is  desired. 

IV.  SLEEPING  APARTMENTS. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  sleeping  apartments  are  all  well  ventilated 
and  not  over-crowded.  The  beds  and  bedding  must  be  clean  and  com- 
fortable. 

V.  INDUSTRIES. 

As  soon  as  possible,  there  should  be  organized  at  all  the  schools  and 
homes  some  means  of  giving  systematic  employment,  both  in  winter  and 
summer,  to  the  children  during  working  hours.  Mere  job  or  chore  ivork 
does  not  furnish  the  required  industrial  discipline.  The  work  done  will 
form  a feature  at  the  next  annual  examination. 
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YI.  MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Drills  in  military  tactics  must  be  systematically  kept  up  in  all  the  insti- 
tutions where  there  are  boys  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  boys  in  all  the 
schools  will  be  expected  to  be  proficient  in  the  “ School  of  the  Company  ” 
by  the  next  examination. 

VII.  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  branches  now  taught  in  the  different  grades  will  be  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  object  lessons  in  the  first  four  grades,  and  grammar  in  the 
eighth  grade.  The  extent  to  which  each  branch  shall  be  studied  in  the 
several  grades  is  left  to  the  teachers.  Progress  will  be  measured  more  by 
the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  branches,  as  exhibited  to  the 
inspectors  and  at  the  examination,  than  by  the  number  of  books  or  parts 
of  books  they  have  passed  over.  Due  attention  should  be  given  to  vocal 
music,  the  writing  of  original  compositions  and  drawing. 

VIII.  INSTRUCTION. 

The  teachers  employed  should  be  skillful.  Special  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  manner  of  teaching  the  younger  pupils.  Above  all,  the  chil- 
dren should  be  trained  morally.  They  should  live  in  a moral  atmosphere. 
The  example  of  noble  Christian  lives  should  be  constantly  before  them. 
Every  day  should  witness  their  rising  to  a higher  moral  plane.  The  end 
that  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view  by  all  connected  with  the  education 
of  these  soldiers’  orphans,  is  to  make  them,  not  so  much  good  scholars,  as 
good  citizens  and  good  men  and  women. 

I shall  expect  to  learn  very  soon  that  a well  organized  Sabbath  school 
has  been  established  in  connection  with  every  school  and  home  in  the  State 
where  that  good  ivork  has  not  been  already  done. 

IX.  REPORTS. 

The  Department  will  hereafter  require  reports  as  follows : 

1 . Weekly  and  quarterly  reports,  for  which  printed  forms  will  be  furnished. 

2.  An  annual  instruction  report,  similar  to  the  one  made  the  present 
year. 

3.  An  annual  report  in  writing , giving  an  account  of  the  progress  and 
improvement  made  during  the  year,  and  the  sanitary,  industrial,  educa- 
tional and  moral  condition  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  history  of 
individual  children,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary,  to  show  the  character  of 
the  work  done,  and  any  additional  information  that  it  may  be  desirable  to 
communicate.  Abstracts  of  these  reports  will  be  printed  in  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Department. 
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All  reports  due  the  Department  from  any  institution  must  be  on  file  in 
the  form  required  before  its  bills  are  approved. 

X.  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  SCHOOL. 

The  authorities  of  the  different  institutions  are  enjoined  to  use  their 
best  efforts  to  obtain  suitable  employment  for  the  children  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  to  keep  up  a correspondence  with  them,  to  bring  them 
back  to  the  institution  at  stated  times,  in  short,  to  be  fathers  to  the  father- 
less, that  the  nobles : benefaction  ever  made  by  a Christian  State  may  pro- 
duce its  richest  fruit. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent. 


MEETING  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHAN  SCHOOLS. 

The  principals,  superintendents  and  managers  of  the  soldiers’  orphan 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  met  in  Convention  in  the  office  of  the  State  Su- 
perintendent, on  Thursday  afternoon,  September  I.  After  a few  explana- 
tory remarks  by  the  Superintendent  relative  to  the  objects  of  the  meeting, 
that  gentleman  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Prof.  W.  E.  Caveny  was  chosen 
Secretary.  The  schools  and  homes  were  represented  as  follows : 

Phillipsburg— -Rev.  W.  G.  Taylor,  Principal. 

White  Hall— Major  J.  A.  Moore,  Dr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Hughes. 

Uniontown — -Rev.  A.  H.  Waters,  Principal. 

Cassville — A.  L.  Guss,  Principal. 

M’Alisterville— - J.  H.  Smith,  Principal. 

Mount  Joy— Rev.  Jesse  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Gable. 

Harford— H.  S.  Sweet,  Principal. 

Mansfield — -Prof.  F.  A.  Allen,  Principal. 

Titusville — J.  N.  Beistle,  Principal,  and  G.  S.  Berry,  Esq. 

Chester  Springs— W.  E.  Caveny,  Principal,  and  C.  W.  Deans,  Esq. 

Bridgewater— James  Stitzer,  Principal. 

Loysville — Rev.  P.  Willard,  Principal. 

Andersonburg— Hon.  M.  Motzer,  Principal. 

Soldiers’  Orphan  Institute— L.  Hopkins,  Esq.,  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutter. 

Lincoln  Institution— W.  H.  Billings,  Esq.,  Manager. 

Board  of  Charities— Dr.  W.  Worthington,  Secretary. 

Department  of  Soldiers’  Orphans— J.  P.  Wickersham,  Superintend- 
ent ; Rev.  C.  Cornforth  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutter,  Inspectors,  and  Captain 
James  L.  Paul,  Chief  Clerk. 

Gen.  John  F.  Hartranft,  Auditor  General,  and  Hon.  Thomas  Nicholson, 
1 Sol.  Orph. 


98 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Cashier  of  the  State  Treasury.  Rev.  0.  H.  Miller,  of  the  School  Depart- 
ment, and  other  gentlemen  were  present  during  the  evening  session. 

Messrs.  Guss,  Taylor  and  Deans  were  appointed  a committee  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency,  Governor  Geary,  and  ascertain  at  what  time  it  would  suit 
him  to  be  present  and  address  the  Convention.  The  committee  subse- 
quently reported  that  the  Governor  Avas  too  ill  to  perform  what  otherwise 
would  have  been  to  him  a pleasant  duty.  He,  however,  expressed,  through 
the  committee,  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  soldiers’  orphans  in 
the  care  of  the  State. 

The  Com^ention  proceeded  to  dispose  of  the  business  under  the  several 
heads  proposed  by  the  Superintendent,  as  follows : 

1.  A Course  of  Study. — The  orphan  children  are  from  eight  to  sixteen 
j^ears  of  age,  and  the  question  as  to  Avhat  they  had  best  study  is  a very 
important  one.  The  discussion  Avas  Arery  animated,  and  participated  in  by 
nearly  all  present.  Many  valuable  facts  were  stated  and  suggestions  made. 
The  results  obtained  will  most  likely  ere  long  be  published  in  the  form  of  a 
graded  course  of  study  for  orphan  schools. 

2.  Care  of  Children  after  Leaving  School. — The  children  now  leave  the 
schools  “on  age”  at  sixteen.  The  matter  of  aiding  them,  especially  the 
girls,  to  secure  proper  employment  immediately  thereafter  is  an  important 
one.  The  discussion  revealed  the  fact  that  something  had  been  done  in 
this  direction,  and  much  more  was  promised  to  be  done  in  the  future.  The 
.State  Superintendent  promised  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  secure  the  admis- 
sion, without  cost,  of  a limited  number  of  orphans,  who  may  show  special 
'talent  for  teaching,  into  our  State  Normal  school. 

3.  Moral  and  Religious  Instruction  of  the  Children. — On  this  topic  the 

State  Superintendent  said  : “ I deem  it  more  important  to  train  the  chil- 

dren right  than  to  instruct  them  well.”  Dr.  Worthington  was  very  earnest 
in  pressing  upon  those  present  the  primary  importance  of  making  good 
men  and  women  of  the  wards  of  the  State.  Gen.  Hartranft  thought  “kind- 
ness” Avas  the  most  effectiAre  discipline  in  this  regard.  Mr.  Nicholson,  as 
an  old  teacher,  concurred  in  this  view.  Reference  was  made  by  all  to  the 
wonderful  moral  changes  Avrought  upon  the  children  by  the  training  of  the 
schools. 

4.  Industrial  Instruction It  is  the  intention  of  the  State  that  the  or- 

phan children  in  her  care  shall  bte  taught  to  work.  Habits  of  industry  will 
be  as  valuable  to  them  in  life,  it  is  thought,  as  knowledge.  From  the  re- 
ports made  from  the  different  schools,  a good  degree  of  attention  is  paid 
to  this  matter,  but  there  is  much  less  system  about  it  than  there  ought  to 
be.  In  future  there  will  be  improvement. 

In  addition  to  these  general  discussions,  the  Convention  considered  ques- 
tions concerning  the  kinds  of  clothing  suitable  for  the  children,  the  mode 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SOLDIERS’  ORPHANS. 


99 


of  purchasing  their  clothing,  and  the  manner  of  keeping  the  clothing  ac- 
counts ; the  kind  of  reports  to  be  made  to  the  Department,  and  other  mat- 
ters of  detail. 

Dr.  Worthington,  General  Hartranft,  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Kennedy,  Prof.  Allen,  and  other  gentlemen,  made  concluding 
remarks  upon  the  noble  work  Pennsylvania  had  undertaken  to  do  in  pro- 
viding for  the  thousands  of  destitute  children  orphaned  by  the  war.  It 
was  said  that  if  the  work  cost  her  millions  of  dollars,  it  would  save  her 
tens  of  millions.  All  the  other  States  of  the  Union  have  done  less  than 
Pennsylvania  in  this  noblest  of  all  charities. 

The  Convention  was  a decided  success,  and  great  good  is  expected  from 
• it.  Its  last  session  continued  until  after  midnight,  and  none  seemed  weary 
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